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THIS 
WEEK

Christmas writing by 
Waitsburg Elementary 
students
(See page 7)

Cardinal Sports
(See page 4)

My Recipe
(See page 6)

Juno Kerr

Daytrips to lakes and rivers in Columbia County can offer unexpected, and welcomed, interactions with wildife. See the full story on page 5.

SPOKANE – Walla Walla 
Swim Club member, Sydney 
Smith, took the high point 
award at the Winter SWAT 
Swim Invite on December 6 
and 7 in Spokane. This is the 
second year the Waitsburg El-
ementary student has earned 
the high point recognition in 
her division at the Spokane 
meet. 

She and her teammates 
competed against nine oth-
er teams, from Walla Walla to 
Missoula, Montana.  Smith 
swam in the eight and under 
division and placed first in the 
100m individual medley, 100m 
breaststroke, 100m freestyle, 
and 50m breaststroke. She 
placed second in the 50m free-
style and 50m butterfly.  She 
swam for personal bests in five 
of the six events.

Swimmers who place in 
the top six in each event in 
each division receive points, 
and the high point goes to the 

swimmer who accumulates 
the most points over the two-
day meet.

Waitsburg fourth grad-
er Cooper Smith swam for a 
fourth and a fifth-place finish 
in the 9-to-10-year-old age di-
vision.

The Smith kids will swim 
in the January Storm meet at 
Whitman College hosted by 
the Walla Walla Swim Club on 
January 3-4, 2026.

Port Commissioners 
discuss property sale

By Karen Huwe |  THE TIMES

Waitsburg swimmer 
earns high point 
award in Spokane

Courtesy photo

Sydney Smith with handfuls of 
awards. 

CCPT plans to purchase the port 
building it leases. 

DAYTON – The Columbia Port Commissioners held their reg-
ular meeting at 5 p.m. on December 10, 2025, in the port office 
conference room. All Commissioners were present in the Port 
conference room: Mike Spring, Johnny Watts, and Chair Seth 
Bryan. Also present was the Executive Director, Jennie Dickinson.

There was no public comment during the first public com-
ment period.

The commissioners began by approving several routine ad-
ministrative items.

Dickinson briefly discussed Columbia County Public Transit’s 
plan to purchase the building it leases from the Port of Columbia. 
She said it must be purchased at the appraised value.

Dickinson also said she has applied for $250,000 in CERB 
(Community Economic Revitalization Board) funds to support 
the construction of RV pull-through sites at Lyon’s Ferry Marina. 
This grant, in addition to the $137,000 from the Port of Columbia 
and $200,000 from the concessionaire, totals $587,000 in match.

The draft lease for Mainstem Malt at Blue Mountain Station 
was discussed by the Port’s legal representative, the commission-
ers, and Dickinson. Dickinson expects to sign the lease before the 
end of the year, and the commissioners will meet, if and when 
the lease is ready for signature, to approve it at a public meeting.

Dickinson then updated the commissioners on the status of 
the lease negotiations with the railroad, noting that there are 
many details to work out.

Dickinson next gave a synopsis of the CEDS meeting held the 
previous week.

The meeting adjourned for a 45-minute executive session to 
evaluate a public employee. The regular meeting resumed after-
wards with no action taken.

Another public comment period was offered during which 
Watts thanked Bryan, whose term expires next month, for his 
service on the commission. Watts told Bryan that he thinks his 
heart is in the right place and that he tried his best to do what 
he thought was best, sticking to his values about what the Port 
and the Commission should be doing. Bryan said it was an honor 
and a privilege to serve in this capacity and said he had enjoyed 
it very much.

The next meeting of the Port Commissioners is 5 p.m., Jan-
uary 14, 2026, at the port office conference room and on Zoom.

By Justin Jaech|  THE TIMES

Waitsburg ice rink 
holiday hours
Week of Christmas
Tuesday, December 23: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, December 24: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, December 25, Closed
Friday, Decembeer 26: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 27: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 28: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Week of New Years
Tuesday, December 30: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, December 31: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, January 1, Closed 
Friday, January 2: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, January 3: 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, January 4: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
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PRESCOTT — The Friends of Prescott Schools and the Wal-
la Walla Columbia School Retirees Association held a success-
ful spaghetti dinner fundraiser on December 8, 2025. The event 
raised funds for the Prescott School District by serving an esti-
mated 140 dinners, hosting a silent auction, running raffles, and 
selling Christmas ornaments.

The lucky raffle winners were Leona Rees, Jim Briggs, Pat Da-
vison, Linda Barker, Nancy Bickelhaupt, Jim Davison, and Laura 
Chabre. 

Thanks to the generosity of all involved, the organizers said 
they were able to donate over $4,800 to the Prescott School fund.  

PRESCOTT SCHOOLS BENEFIT FROM 
SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER

Times
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AT THE LIBERTY:

Claudia’s Therapeutic Massage

Member American Massage Therapy Association

Claudia C. Abel, LMT
MA60166310

The Heal ing Art  of Massage

88 Dewitt  Road
Waitsburg, WA 99361

Phone (509) 386-1974
claudiaceci l iaabel2007@gmail .com

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WAITSBURG TIMES - IT’S EASY! 
To subscribe online, go to www.waitsburgtimes.

com and click on ‘Subscribe’ in the upper right-
hand side of your screen in the blue border. 

Choose  ‘New’ or ‘Renewal’ button under Sub-
scription Information, then click ‘Subscribe Now.’ 
Follow instructions to choose subscription address 
and billing details. 

An online subscription is included with a print 
subscription so be sure to fill out the Online Access 
Information at the bottom of the form to choose a 
username and password.

To subscribe by mail: send a check based on 
the information below, to: PO Box 97, Waitsburg, 
WA 99361. Include subscriber’s mailing address.

A PROUD TRADITION
The Times was founded in 1878 by C.W. Wheeler and 
has been produced every week since then. It is one of 
the oldest newspapers in the state of Washington.

The Times publishes news and information 
about Walla Walla and Columbia counties and 
their communities. 

The newspaper welcomes news tips and infor-
mation about commmunity activities. An inde-
pendent newspaper, The Times welcomes expres-
sions of opinion and commentary in Letters to the 
Times column.

Periodical postage paid at Waitsburg, Wash. 
99361. (USPS 630-120) Postmaster: Send address 
changes to The Times, Subscription Mailing Ad-
dress, P.O. Box 97 Waitsburg, Wash., 99361. For ad-
dress corrections send Form 3579.

In County 
(Available in Columbia and 
Walla Walla County, Wash.) 
1-year subscription: $40 
2-year subscription: $75 
3-year subscription: $105

Out of County 
1-year subscription: $45 
2-year subscription: $85 
3-year subscription: $120
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WALLA WALLA — Columbia REA has chosen three 
local organizations to receive a 2025 Legacy Grant in 
the amount of $250,000 each. 

After careful consideration of all applications, the 
$750,000 Legacy Grant funds will be shared evenly 
between: 

•	 Burbank Wrestling Club for facilities improve-
ment/expansion in cooperation with the Co-
lumbia School District 

•	 Starbuck School District for the installation of 
new playground equipment 

•	 Walla Walla Summer Theater Group for reno-
vation and restoration of the Fort Walla Walla 
Amphitheater 

Columbia REA has a long history of supporting the 
people and the communities it serves. REA contrib-
utes to more than 100 different organizations every 
year. Their core values are honesty, loyalty, responsi-
bility, positive attitude and behavior, and profession-
al image. 

They had a tremendous of Legacy Grant applica-
tions from a wide variety of organizations throughout 
the three counties they serve, and all were reviewed 
thoroughly and thoughtfully by the Columbia REA 
Board of Directors. 

“It was humbling to realize how many individuals 
and organizations work to improve our communi-
ties,” said Jay DeWitt, 2025 Columbia REA Board Pres-
ident. “We received 35 well-prepared applications, all 
worthy of support. The selection process was diffi-
cult, but in the end, the board chose to support three 
projects that will have lasting impacts on the vitality 
of the communities CREA serves, especially for young 
people.” 

"We would like to thank every organization that 
applied for the Legacy Grant, and wish them the best, 
and we would like to invite all to apply for our More 
Powerful Together Community Grant in 2026." 

COLUMBIA REA ANNOUNCE 
RECIPIENTS OF 2025 LEGACY 
GRANTS

“Wicked: For Good”
 Two Weekends 

DAYTON: “Wicked: For Good” will play for two 
weekends, December 12 to 16 & 19 to 23. For two 
holiday seasons, “Wicked,” the Tony Award-winning 
musical, has become a gravity-defying cinematic 
sensation. 

After challenging the Wizard’s totalitarian re-
gime in Oz, Elphaba must grapple with her identity 
as the “Wicked Witch of the West”. At the same time, 
“Glinda the Good” is seen as the nation’s defender 
against Elphaba. The two witches must make deci-
sions that seal their fates in this second musical in-
stallment.

“Wicked: For Good” is being received by the au-
dience with a 93% approval rating. One viewer said, 
“Very creative how they crafted this story and incor-
porated all the aspects of ‘Wicked’ and ‘The Wizard 
of Oz.’ A very touching ending that brought tears to 
our eyes.” While the critics’ consensus stated, “Tak-
ing one last lap down the yellow brick road, ‘Wick-
ed: For Good’ has a darker tone and the unhurried 
pacing sometimes gets in the way, but the epic con-
clusion brings Elphaba and Glinda’s story home in 
rousing fashion.” 

The East Coast New Year’s Eve Celebration will 
return to the theater on December 31. There will be 
a special movie shown at 7 p.m., followed by hors 
d’oeuvres and a Champagne toast at 9 p.m. for “East 
Coast” New Year’s. 

Mark your calendars for a Live Comedy com-
ing in January and the Washington State Premiere 
of “Doc Franklin Escapes Cambridge (An Artificial 
IntelliGent’s Adventure)” by Barbara Pease Weber. 
January 30 – February 1, 2026. More information to 
come, and tickets will go on sale in late December.

Announcing the 2026 Variety Show, “Hello. My 
name is…” A Variety Show. The songs and skits per-
formed are either named after someone or about a 
name, including “Hey Jude,” “Billie Jean,” and “Ce-
cilia.” Information night is January 7. Auditions 
are January 8 and 10. Rehearsals begin February 2. 
There will be two weeks of performances this year. 
April 17-19 and April 24-26.

THE TIMES
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SPOKANE, WA —  Innovia Foundation is cur-
rently accepting scholarship applications for the 
2026-27 academic year. Innovia manages over 
50 regional scholarships, awarding more than 
$400,000 to local students each year.

Scholarships are available to students with-
in Innovia’s 20-county service area who are col-
lege-bound or pursuing vocational or technical 
training. Single awards range between $500 and 
$4,000.

“In partnership with generous donors, Innovia 
is honored to provide educational opportunities 
to local students each year,” says Shelly O’Quinn, 
CEO of Innovia Foundation. “Innovia scholarships 
are making more possible for youth today and 
building a skilled workforce to support the future 
of our region.”

Most applications are due by Wednesday, March 
4, 2026.

Information of the scholarship program is avail-
able at innovia.org/students.

APPLICATION PERIOD OPEN 
FOR INNOVIA SCHOLARSHIPS
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lane@waitsburgtimes.com

(206) 817-8794
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Karen Huwe, Reporter 

editor@waitsburgtimes.com
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Instagram: @waitsburgtimes
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216 Main St., P.O. Box 97, Waitsburg

(509) 337-3042

THE TIMES STAFF DIRECTORY
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NEWSNEWS

October 19, 1940 –
December 11, 2025

Ruth Peterson passed away peace-
fully on December 11, 2025, after 
a short illness. She died as she 

lived, with a tenacious, loving and 
determined spirit, surrounded by her 
family.

Ruth Ann, as she was known in her 
early years, was born in Tyler, Minne-
sota as the third. daughter of Albert 
and Edna Schaffer. She spent her for-
mative years in Elkton, South Dakota 
where her family ran the local John 
Deere dealership, and where Ruth Ann 
was often found helping her dad with 
the shop books.

After graduating high school, Ruth 
Ann went to Medical Tech School, 
looking to follow in the footsteps of 
her sister Marilyn. While there, she 
met the love of her life Wayne Peter-
son. Ruth Ann and Wayne were mar-
ried in 1960 and shared 65 years of 
love, memories and adventures. They 
began their married life in Spearfish, 
SD, followed by stops in Sioux Falls, 
SD, St. Paul, MN, St. James, MN, Waits-
burg, WA and to their current location 
of Walla Walla, Wash. Along the way, 
Ruth had careers in Health Care, the 
School Lunch Program and Insurance. 
In each she could use her gift of gab to 
engage and enjoy all she encountered 
along the way. After retirement Ruth 
and Wayne traveled extensively in 
their RV, going to visit family and Alas-
ka too! Ruth didn’t meet a person she 
couldn’t talk with, and everyone went 
away as friends. Ruth was the bedrock 
of the family, and she fostered a strong 
sense of community, faith, confidence 
and family in her children, grandchil-
dren & great grandchildren. Nothing 

gave Ruth more pride than hearing 
about the successes of her family and 
friends.

Ruth was preceded in death by 
her parents Albert and Edna Schaf-
fer, her sister Lois and brother-in-law 
Norman, sister Marilyn and brother-
in-law Lloyd. She is survived by her 
husband of 65 years Wayne, Sons Mike 
(Cathy), Barry (Richard) and Daughter 
Leanne Branson, Grandchildren Jona-
than (Lani), Chelsea LeBaron (Ricky), 
AJ (Kendal), Zion Branson (Kensy) and 
Cade Branson and Great Grandchil-
dren Paisley, Cooper and Griffin LeB-
aron and Sutton Peterson. 

The family wishes to thank the 
dedicated staff at Providence St. 
Mary’s and Wheatlands for their care 
& loving support. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that donations be 
made to the YWCA Walla Walla, Walla 
Walla Little Theater, or their charity of 
choice.

Please join us for a celebration of 
Ruth’s Life and Love on Monday, De-
cember 22 at 2:00pm at:

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
628 Lincoln Street
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Ruth Ann 
Peterson

O B I T UA R I E S

WAITSBURG — Members of the Waitsburg High 
School band and the middle school’s guitar class per-
formed at the school district’s Christmas Concert held 
on Thursday, December 11.

Eighth-grade guitar student, Davina Navarrette, was 
joined on stage by Kate Hockersmith, Carrie Hendrix, 
Dan Nechodom, and teacher Elizabeth Jagelski.

The guitarists entertained the audience with six hol-
iday tunes, including “Ode to Joy”, “Angeline the Bak-
er,”  “Jingle Bells,” and “Feliz Navidad”.  Navarrette rep-
resented her guitar class, taught in conjunction with 
Hockersmith and Hendrix at TVAMP on Monday morn-
ings. 

High school band students Sarah Daves on flute, An-
drew Gillum and Yaneli Flores on trumpet, Joy Necho-
dom playing saxophone, and Rozalynn Harvey on per-
cussion performed with their teacher Jagelski.

The band began its set with “Deck the Halls” and “Jin-
gle Bells,” followed by a solo performance of “The First 
Noel” by Daves. Next, the audience enjoyed “Jolly Old 
Saint Nicholas” and “Up on a House Top” performed by 
the band, followed by a second solo by Daves perform-
ing “Silent Night.” The evening’s concert concluded with 
two classic carols, “Angels We Have Heard on High” and 
“Ding, Dong, Merrily on High.” 

Waitsburg High 
School Band and 
MS Guitar Class 
perform Christmas 
Concert 

 (l-r) Band members Sarah Daves, Andrew Gillum, Yaneli Flores, Joy Nechodom, and Rozalynn Harvey in the 
back row, with music instructor Elizabeth Jagelski. 

Karen Huwe 

(l-r) Kate Hockersmith and Carrie Hendricks from TVAMP, and teacher Dan Nechodom, accompanied guitar 
student Davina Navarrette and Elizabeth Jagelski on guitars

B I R T H D AY S At TPC Printing and 
Revolve Print & Pack in 
Lewiston, Idaho, we do 
more than print — we 
bring your ideas to life 

with precision, care, 
and over 130 years of 
combined experience.

505 Capital St. Lewiston, ID 83501
208-848-2237 - jwinters@lmtribune.com

March 25, 1946 – 
November 24, 2025

Michael Allen White, 79, of 
Waitsburg, Washington, 
passed away on November 24, 

2025, at his residence.
Michael was born on March 25, 

1946, in Ontario, Oregon, to Jasper Ar-
thur White and Wilma (Hickey) White. 
He was raised in the Northwest and 
graduated from Waitsburg High School 
in 1964. Michael went on to pursue 
higher education, earning his Bache-
lor’s degree in Education from Eastern 
Oregon University and a Master’s de-
gree from Washington State University.

On January 4, 1969, Michael married 
the love of his life, Claudette Pauline 
Roy, in Lewiston, Maine. They shared 
nearly 57 wonderful years of marriage, 
building a life rooted in love, family, 
and community.

Michael dedicated his career to ed-
ucation, serving as a schoolteacher, 
coach, and athletic director at Waits-
burg High School. He was deeply in-
volved in athletics, coaching basketball 
and football, and mentoring countless 
students throughout his career. His 
passion for education and sports left a 
lasting impact on the Waitsburg com-
munity.

He had a lifelong love of hunting 
and fishing, and in retirement found 
joy on the golf course, in the outdoors 
with friends and family, and in proudly 
watching his grandchildren compete 
in their sporting activities. He was al-
ways plotting his next good-natured 
practical joke on friends. When the 
weather didn’t cooperate, he could of-
ten be found creating beautiful pieces 
of woodworking and handcrafted fur-
niture.

He proudly served his country in 
the United States Navy during the Viet-
nam era.

Michael is survived by his beloved 

wife, Claudette White of Waitsburg, 
Washington; his daughters, Tisha Lynn 
White of Walla Walla, Washington, 
and Michele Marie Paul (Casey Paul) 
of Waitsburg, Washington; his grand-
children, Brayden Miller, Kirsten Miller 
(Zach Marks), Bryer Paul, and Kaitlyn 
Paul; and his great-grandchild, Kirra 
Marks.

He is also survived by his sister, 
Sherri White of Baker City, Oregon; his 
brothers, Tom White (Cecilia) of Baker 
City, Oregon, Monty White (Roberta) of 
Baker City, Oregon, and Randy White of 
Weston, Oregon; along with numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Michael was preceded in death by 
his parents, Jasper and Wilma White; 
and his brothers, Gary, Richard, Ken-
ney, and Bruce White.

In accordance with his wishes, pri-
vate family interment will be held. Me-
morial contributions may be made to 
the Waitsburg High School Athletics 
Fund, the Dayton Golf Course, or to a 
charity of the donor’s choice through 
Herring Groseclose Funeral Home. A 
celebration of life will be planned and 
held after the first of the year.

Michael will be remembered as a 
devoted husband, loving father and 
grandfather, dedicated educator, and 
a mentor whose influence extended 
far beyond the classroom and playing 
field.

Michael Allen 
White

Ruth Ann Peterson
October 19, 1940 – December 11, 2025

Michael Allen White
March 25, 1946 – November 24, 2025

By Karen Huwe |  THE TIMES

December 18: Corrie Berneking, Sha-
ron Richter, Cindy Pettichord, Liz 
Quigg, and Kelli Pettichord.
December 19: Lexus Ann Benson, Jack 
Maxwell, and Shirley Cummings.
December 20: Vaida Langford, Kellie 
Grende, Margaret Naumann, Melanie 
Land, James Richard, Jeff Gusse, Na-
thaniel Abel, Bitsey Harshman, and 
Christy House.
December 21: Jamie Kibler, Katy 
Hofer, Loren Davis, Jenny Devine, and 
James Adkins.
December 22: Paul Gregutt, Micah 

Winnett, Kara Largent, Callie Dueñas, 
Forrest Mock, Gordon Bateman, Su-
zanne DeCoria, and Marell Patricia 
Hubbard.
December 23: Tyler Hofer, Joyce Beck-
ley, Claire Raven, Alta Daniel, Lar-
ry Bickelhaupt, Lorene Brown, Kim 
Douglas, Richard Bessey, Karen Lam-
bert, and Chelsea Gore.
December 24: Shirley 
Kitterman, Carolyn 
O’Brien, Shane Hilton, 
Mary Conner, Barbara 
Wagener, 
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LEGALS & SPORTS LEGALS & SPORTS 

L E G A L S
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON FOR THE 

COUNTY OF WALLA WALLA
NO: 25-4-0067-36
NOTICE OF INTERESTED 

PERSONS
In the Matter of the Estate 

of:
Rosalio Sandoval Carbajal,
Deceased.
Notice is Hereby Given 

that the undersigned has 
been appointed personal 
representative.

All persons having claims 
against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers 
attached, to the undersigned 
personal representative at 
c/o Christine M. Wallace, 
801 South Main, Milton-
Freewater, OR 97862, within 
four months after the first date 
of publication of this notice, or 
the claims may be barred.

All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the 
proceedings may obtain 
additional information from 
the records of the court, the 
personal representative, or 
the attorney for the personal 
representative, Christine M. 
Wallace.

DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION: December 11, 
2025

/s/ Margarita Graciela 
Carbajal

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR 
THE COUNTY OF WALLA 

WALLA
NO: 25-4-00276-36
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
In re the Estate of:
LESLIE V. JASPER,
Deceased.
The Personal 

Representative named 
below has been appointed 
as Personal Representative 
of this estate. Any person 
having a claim against the 
decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative, or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE 

COUNTY OF WALLA WALLA
NO: 25-4-00274-36
PROBATE NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
In the matter of the Estate 

of:
JULIANNE A. MICHAELS,
Deceased.
The Personal 

Representative/Administrator 
named below has been 
appointed as personal 
representative of this estate. 
Any person having a claim 
against the decedent must, 
before the time the claim 
would be barred by any 
otherwise applicable statute of 
limitations, present the claim 
in the manner as provided in 
RCW 11.40.070 by serving 
on or mailing to the personal 
representative or the personal 
representative’s attorney at the 
address stated below a copy of 
the claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020 (1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 

Personal Representative
Attorney for Personal 

Representative:
Christine Wallace
801 South Main
Milton-Freewater, OR 

97862
(541) 933-3379
The Times
December 11, 18, 25, 2025
12-11-a

below, a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of: (1) Thirty (30) days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the Notice 
to the Creditors as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) Four (4) months after 
the date of first publication 
of the Notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060. This bar is 
effective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.

DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION: December 18, 
2025

Co-Personal 
Representatives:

/s/ Ralph Moore
/s/ Barbara Moore
Attorney for the Personal 

Representative:
Mona J. Geidl of Minnick-

Hayner, PS
Minnick-Hayner 
P.O. Box 1757
Walla Walla, WA 99362
(509) 527-3500
The Times
December 18, 25, 2025, 

January 1, 2026
12-18-a

first publication of the notice. 
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate 
assets.

DATE OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION: December 18, 
2025

Personal Representative/
Administrator:

Christopher Cliff
Attorney for Personal 

Representative/Administrator:
Jared N. Hawkins, WSBA 

#35426
Address for Mailing or 

Service:
HAWKINS LAW, PLLC
2225 Isaacs Ave, Suite A
Walla Walla, WA  99362
(509) 529-5175
The Times
December 18, 25, January 

1, 2026
12-18-b

WAITSBURG — Waitsburg High School’s boys’ 
basketball team was up 30-9 at halftime at Prescott 
on Monday, December 8. 

“I wish the game had ended after that,” said Coach 
Wallace.  “The first half, we played hard. We ran our 
stuff and had some genuinely good plays. After half-
time, we played ugly and got lucky to get the win,” he 
added.

In the 66-45 win, JJ Gleason and Landen Henry 
scored 17 points each to lead the Cardinals in scor-
ing. Also in double figures were Paco Kenney with 
12 points and Logan Seal with ten. Seal and Kenney 
each had five rebounds.

On December 10, the Cardinals traveled to Touchet 
and suffered a 76-38 loss. Gleason scored 13 points.

The junior varsity team lost to the Redhawks 49-
36. Carter Barron led the team in scoring with 12 
points. 

The Cardinals played a competitive game at 
Oakesdale on Friday, December 12.  They moved the 
ball well and played good defense.  Unfortunately, se-
nior Logan Seal got injured early in the game. 

Blake Benevides scored 32 points in the 66-52 loss.  
Kenney rebounded seven, Gleason had five assists, 
and freshman Alex Zuniga had eight rebounds.

The JV team lost at Oakesdale 41-26. Barron had 11 
points, Pennington seven, Lynch six, and Bryer Paul 
scored two points.

The last game of the week was against Colton on 
Kison Court on Saturday, December 13. The Cardinals 
held Colton to zero points in the first quarter and led 
32-8 at halftime.  Benevides scored 19 points, Gleason 
18, Kenney eight, and Rollin Carpenter scored two 
points in the 47-29 win. Zuniga led rebounders with 
seven.

The JV boys also beat Colton.   In the two quar-
ters of play, the Cardinals were down 13-8 after one 
quarter.  The boys rallied and outscored Colton in the 
second quarter 12-6 to win 20-19. Carter scored nine, 
Paul six, Pennington three, and Lynch scored two.

UP AND DOWN GAMES FOR 
CARDINAL BASKETBALL

Karen Huwe

JJ Gleason shoots for two against Colton. (l-r):  #10 Liam Kiefel, #20 Alex Zuniga, #2 Gleason, #12 Paco Kenney.

WAITSBURG —  Jarod Hankins brought home a 
gold medal from the Dick Griswold Invitational wres-
tling tournament hosted at Potlatch High School on 
December 6.   He placed first in the 190-pound divi-
sion. Graycen Teal and Dylan Guiterez both went 0-2.

On December 11, in Pomeroy, Graycen won his 
match, and teammates Guiterez and Hankins lost 
theirs.

Hankins won four matches, lost two, and placed 
fourth at Liberty High School in Spangle, Wash., on 
December 13. Teal won two and lost two, while Guit-
erez won one and lost two. This was Martin Vasquez’s 
first wrestling match, and he lost both matches.

“Overall, I think everyone was wrestling their best 
by far.  We are all right on the edge of a breakthrough, 
and when it happens, the sky’s the limit for everyone,” 
said Coach Lash LaRue after the Liberty meet.

HANKINS WINS GOLD AT 
INVITATIONAL WRESTLING 
TOURNEY IN POTLATCH

Courtesy photo

Jarod Hankins places 1st at Potlatch’s wrestling 
invitational.

WAITSBURG — Waitsburg Middle 
School boys’ basketball teams beat the 
Touchet Redhawks on Kison Court De-
cember 10.

The B-squad team won their game 
25-7.   Andre Navarrette led the team 
with seven points and six rebounds. 
Able Creeley scored six points and had 

seven rebounds. Alex Weis and Hayden 
Gascon scored four points each, and 
Ryden Huxoll and Josh Dodd contrib-
uted with two points each.   Dodd also 
recorded eight rebounds.

The A-squad won their game against 
the Redhawks 27-16.   Arrow Groom 
scored 14 points, Hudson Lynch had 
eight, and Emerson Kiefel and Cree-
ley scored two points each and Ollivyr 
made one point.

The Cardinals play their last home 
game on Dec 17 and finish their season 
at DeSales on Dec 18.

YOUNG CARDINALS 
BEAT REDHAWKS

Karen Huwe 

(top) #12 Ollivyr Dahlby lays it up for two points.  (l-r) #12  Dahlby, #14 Hudson 
Lynch, #3 Myles Frasco. 

(left)  #44 Andre Navarrette makes a steal and heads up court.  (l-r):  #42 Josh 
Dodd, #3 Able Creeley, #25 Ryden Huxoll, #44 Navarrette, #40 Alex Weis.

C A R D I N A L  S P O R T S 

By Karen Huwe |  THE TIMES
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LIFESTYLES LIFESTYLES 
P I O N E E R  P O R T R A I T S  

WAITSBURG 
SENIOR CENTER
504 Main Street
11 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 23
Christmas Ham
Potatoes
Vegetable
Roll
Pie
In House: Salad Bar

WAITSBURG SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

Lunches

A day with river otters in 
Columbia County

Thursday, Dec. 18
Breakfast

Breakfast Scramble
Lunch

Chicken Burrito Bowl
Fruit & Vegetable

Friday, Dec. 19
Breakfast

Donut
Cocoa w/ Santa

Lunch
Breakfast for Lunch
French Toast, Sausage,
Hashbrown, & Fruit

Winter Break
Monday, December 22 to January 2

Fifteen Years Ago
December 16, 2010

To help kick-start the 25th anniversary of 
the agricultural conservation reserve pro-
gram, Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever 
are conducting their most innovative fund-
raising campaign. This unique CRP-bolster-
ing initiative centers on a love of dogs. The 
Bird Dogs for Habitat Campaign challeng-
es hunters to make a donation on behalf of 
their favorite dog. All donations will be used 
by Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever to 
fight for improvements to the 32 million-acre 
habitat juggernaut, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Conservation Reserve Program. 
All donations accepted through this cam-
paign will be matched up to $25,000 through 
a challenge grant from a Pheasants Forever/
Quail Forever member in Montana. To con-
tact the Blue Mountain Pheasants Forever 
Chapter #258, visit www.bmpf258.org or call 
(509) 540-9302.

Twenty-Five Years Ago
December 14, 2000

[photo caption] Two truckloads of old as-
phalt roofing and tar were cleaned off of Ye  
Towne Hall by the crew from Gillespie Roof-
ing. Last Thursday and Friday were two 
strenuous days peeling the old asphalt roof-
ing away and installing the new roof, which 
is composed of a rubber membrane mate-
rial, the culmination of a project which be-
gan earlier this year. The Gillespie Roofing 
crew, Front row: Cayetano Alvarez, Jesus 
Lopez, Hector Osorlo, Jose Rogel. Standing: 
Jose Ruiz, Efrain Meza, Antonio “Tiger” Her-
nandez, Lupe Contreras, Antonio Perez, Jim 
Wilkinson is the foreman.

Fifty Years Ago
December 18, 1975

Pupils of Mrs. Louis Jacquot were present-
ed in recital at her home Friday evening, De-
cember 12. The Following students took part 
in solo and ensembles of Christmas carols: 
Todd Larsen, Jill Hatfield, Barbara Davis, Bill 
Davis, Leanne Peterson, Nichi Shively, Mark 
Shively, Cathy Loftus, Dorene Haase. An orig-
inal composition, "Just Passing Through," by 
Karen Tiner, was sung by Karen and Michelle 
Koller, accompanied at the piano by Dorene. 
Refreshments were served by the hostess.

Seventy-Five Years Ago
December 22, 1950

The Waitsburg Grange voted last Friday 
that their hall east of Waitsburg would be 
available as an emergency center in case of 
bombing or other emergencies.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Pennell of Prescott were 
charivaried Saturday night by a large crowd 
of friends from Waitsburg and Prescott.

Mrs. Will Vollmer entertained the Amity 
Art Club Tuesday at their annual Christmas 
party. A beautifully decorated tree was the 
center of attraction in the living room, which 
was gayly decorated with candles and green-
ery.

One Hundred Years Ago
December 25, 1925

Clarence Eaton, one of our most progres-
sive farmers and a graduate of W.S.U., will ex-
periment further with field peas next season.

Walter Taylor has just replaced his old 
Hudson touring car with a new Hudson 
Brougham.

Max Hautchebs, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cleve 
Hautchens, has won a season ticket to the 
town team basketball games by suggesting 
that they be called “The Phantoms”.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago
December 28, 1900

Miss Mary Dixon, who is teaching at 
Woodcock Academy at Athamum, WA, is 
spending her vacation with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Dixon.

Marcus Zuger, who is attending the W.C.S., 
is spending the vacation with his parents 
near this city.

Mohammed, proprietor of the so-called 
Dr. Mohammed Alligator Oil Co. which spent 
a week in this city the first of the month, has 
gotten himself into trouble in Walla Walla. His 
pianist has attached all the baggage for back 
salary,

The best way to observe river otters is to sit quietly above a known feeding area, trail, or slide. Find an angle 
from which you can avoid surface glare. A pair of polarized sunglasses and binoculars is useful. River otters are 
wary and their hearing and sense of smell are well developed. However, they are fairly nearsighted and they 
may not notice you if you stay still.

Photos by Juno Kerr

Using a 200 – 600 mm telephoto lens, Kerr was able to watch and photograph the playful otters without 
disturbing them.
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 PUZZLES & COOKIES PUZZLES & COOKIES

LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS

In a season of sparkling extravagance, I have always felt that it is often 
the simplest gifts that can have the sweetest impact. A box of homemade 
cookies or candy from a neighbor or friend is always among my favorite 
parts of this time of year. It is always a delight when I am surprised by 
a new flavor, or a twist on a classic, in an assortment of holiday treats. 
These playful cookies have the chewy texture of the best fudgy brownie 
with a perfectly balanced zip of peppermint. The crushed candy canes on 
top give a festive burst of color, and a satisfying crunch.

Ingredients:
4 ounces semisweet chocolate, finely chopped
½ cup unsweetened cocoa powder, divided
½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter
2 large eggs, at room temperature
¾ cup granulated sugar
½ cup packed dark brown sugar
1 teaspoon kosher salt (or ½ teaspoon fine sea salt)
1 ½ teaspoons peppermint extract
¾ cup all-purpose flour
¼ cup crushed peppermint candies, or candy canes
Directions:
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees and line two baking sheets with parch-

ment paper. 
In a small heatproof bowl, combine the chopped semisweet chocolate 

with ¼ cup (half) of the cocoa powder. Melt the butter in a small sauce-
pan over medium-low heat until bubbly but not browned. Pour the melt-
ed butter over the chocolate and allow to sit without stirring. The residual 
heat of the butter will melt the chocolate.

Meanwhile, combine the eggs, both sugar and the salt in a mixing 
bowl. Use a hand mixer or stand mixer with the whisk attachment to whip 
the eggs and sugar. Whisk on medium-high speed until the mixture is pil-
lowy and the sugars have begun to dissolve, about 6 to 8 minutes. 

Next, use a spoon to stir the chocolate mixture until it is glossy and 
smooth. With the mixer on low speed, add the peppermint extract and 
the melted chocolate. Use a spatula to scrape the sides and bottom of the 
bowl. Add the flour and the remaining ¼ cup of cocoa powder. Continue 
to mix on low until just combined. Be careful not to overmix, there will 
be a few streaks of flour remaining. Turn of mixer and use the spatula to 
gently fold in the remaining dry ingredients. The dough will have a loose 
texture, in between traditional cookie dough and brownie batter. 

Use a ¼-cup scoop to measure out 12 balls of batter and arrange on 
the prepared baking sheets. Bake for an initial 10 minutes then take the 
sheets out and bang them once lightly on the counter. Sprinkle a bit of the 
crushed peppermint candy in the center of each cookie then return to the 
oven to bake for an additional 2 to 3 minutes. When done, pull out and 
allow the cookies to cool completely on the baking sheets. 

Notes:
If you can find it, Dutch-process unsweetened cocoa is perfect for this 

recipe. Otherwise, look for any high-quality unsweetened cocoa. I used 
Ghirardelli brand cocoa and semisweet baking chocolate. 

If you like, you could increase the peppermint extract to 2 teaspoons. 
The crumbled candy on top adds a lot of wonderful flavor and texture to 
these chewy cookies. 

Enjoy.

Chewy Chocolate 
Peppermint Cookies
s

MY RECIPES
Luke Chavez
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22SECTIONSECTIONCHRISTMAS SPECIALCHRISTMAS SPECIAL

Eleanora Montgomery's Pre-
Schoolers send Santa their lists
"This Christmas I want Santa to bring me:"

A big yellow dinosaur. 
Rhett Brannock 

A big toy motorcycle. 
Rory Ledford  

A big blue bike.
Kashton Lachowicz 

An Elsa Barbie Castle. 
Adalyn Gleason 

A little pink kitten.
Juniper Langford 

A bunch of Bluey toys. 
Jackson Griffin 

A big, big Tractor with 
lights.
Caiden Abel 

A big giant robot. 
Jackson Ely 

A Spiderman toy set.
Cian Ledford 

Blossom Plush Bunny 
with a pink bow on her 
ears.
Emma Zuger

Transformers Playskool 
Heroes Rescue Bots.
 Tony Copple 

A big blue truck with 
lights and a little one too. 
Cameron Winger 

Lots of Bluey stuff. 
Bellamy Weston

A big Bluey machine 
that can blow up Bluey. 
Mckenna Board 

A big white teddy bear. 
Kayeli Rivera 

Five pretty pink Barbies. 
Alice Moore 

A big race Snake car set 
Pierce Henze 

Lots of Paw Patrol toys. 
Anastasia Pennington 

Waitsburg students 
share holiday cheer 
Many thanks to the teachers at Waitsburg Elememtary School for sharing the 
creative writing from their students. It is a busy time for all, with last minute 
shopping, wrapping, and visiting family and friends. Take a little break to enjoy 
these wishes, poems, and riddles, they will put you into the holiday spirit.

A Paw Patrol Lookout 
Tower.
Lowden Henze

A black and pink purse 
with straps.
Brielle Zuger 

A big Batman Transform-
ers set. 
John Langford 

A Batman Lego set. 
Brentlee Rosecrans 

A train set.
Harper French 

Shop Small,
Shop Local

D o w n t o w n  D a y t o n

You can make a difference!

Season’s
Greetings! 

Port of Columbia
www.portofcolumbia.org

Sonic Toys. 
Rowen Goddard

Hot wheel cars. 
A.J Berg

Unicorn toys and fairy 
dress-up clothes. 
Olivia James

A big green Turtle. 
Lincoln Stahl 

Hot Wheel Dinosaur 
Monster Truck and an 
Adventure backpack. 
Cash Nobel 

Pre-K Teacher
Elenora Montgomery

A big black Monster 
Truck.
Waylon Cole 
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Axel Lachowicz
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? 
“A big TV so he can watch Santa mov-
ies.”

Body Brannock 
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “I would build him a polar 
bear zip line.”

Davina Hopkins
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A Bluey toy. My favorite 
thing!”

Elijah Gascon
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A Christmas tree with light 
ornaments and a coloring book.”

CHRISTMAS SPECIALCHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Dear Santa from Jordan 
Greer's Kindergarteners

Evie Watson
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A snow globe.”

Jagger Flores
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “An RC car.”

Jimmy Griffin
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A card - Dear Santa, I love 
you. Jimmy.

Makenzie McNicol
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A drawing of his sleigh of 
his reindeer and him.”

Jo Jo Giacalone
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A Santa picture with me 
and Mrs. Golles in it.”

Kayden Frasco
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A monkey that will climb 
everywhere!”

Liam Flores
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “New Hot Wheel track with 
golden cars.”

Lillian Cole
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A new sleigh in case his 
other sleigh broke down.”

Jane Ely
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A Christmas sleigh with 
candy.”

Oliver Poole
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A tractor so he can dig.”

Soren Schavrien
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A skateboard that match-
es his size and some other presents for 
him to give to other people.”

Stetson Watkins
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “Dinosaurs!”

Vivian Mewes
If you could give Santa a present, what 
would it be? “A Christmas pencil with 
Santa on it.

Jordan Greer 
Kindergarten Teacher
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Holidays
Presents, Christmas tree

Giving, Eating, Get-together
Santa makes families happy.

Christmas
By: Bryson French

Snowboarding
Fast, Cool

Zooming, Speeding, Turning
Snowy mountains are exciting!

Sport
By: Axel Stenson

Presents
Big, Boxed

Wrapping, Giving, Receiving
Christmas morning is exciting!

Gifts
By: Adi Knighton

Cocoa
Yummy, Chocolatey

Drinking, Slurping, Warming
Melting marshmallows tastes sweet.

Hot Chocolate
By: Greyson Moore

CHRISTMAS SPECIALCHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Cinquain Poems by 
Stephanie Hinchliffe's 
First Grade class

Snow
Icy, Crunchy

Falling, Blizzarding, Flurrying
Cold snow falls softly.

Snowflakes
By: Tegan Huxoll

Snowballs
White, Cold

Packing, Throwing, Bursting
Fun times are best!

Snowball fights
By: Chloe Abel

Ornaments
Pretty, Sparkly

Making, Hanging, Feeling
Hanging ornaments is special.

Decorations
By: Alayna Dean

Christmas Cookies
Cute, Yummy

Mixing, Baking, Decorating
They make me happy.

Treat
By: Harley Childers

Snowman
Funny, Tall

Packing, Rolling, Stacking
He is very cute!

Frosty
By: Landon Long

Reindeer
Brown, Big

Jumping, Flying, Landing
They carry Santa’s presents.

Deer
By: Vera Ahler

Christmas
Fun, Exciting

Sledding, unwrapping, Eating
Time with my family.

Holiday
By: Lane Eastman

Sled
Red, Brown

Sitting, Pushing, Pulling
A sled is fast!

Toboggan
By: Dax Scoles

Winter
Cold, Dark

Freezing, Storming, Snowing
Winter is my favorite!

Seasons
By: Ethan Hays

Trees
Green, Bright

Choosing, Decorating, Enjoying
Christmas trees are pretty.

Evergreen
By: Kimber Deal

Santa
Nice, Magical

Watching, Giving, Delivering
Santa is my favorite!

St. Nick
By: Jesse Giacalone

Christmas Stocking
Grey, Red

Hanging, Grabbing, Looking
Presents are in it!

By: Emmett Kibler

Snowman
White, Big

Sitting, Helping, Singing
The carrot is his nose.

Bob
By: Abigail Sutton 

First-Grade Teacher
Stephanie Hinchliffe
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Winter
Icy, cold

Playing, baking, shivering
Snowball, ice, snow, hot cocoa

Snowmobiling, having fun, freezing
Snowy, frosty

Christmas
By Aiden Zuger

Winter
Wet, frozen

Rolling, skating, freezing
Ice, cookies, milk, toys

Sledding, eating, gifting
Frosty, bright

Snow
By Myles Grende

Winter
Fun, cold

Snowing, sledding, skating 
Christmas, fireplace, pool, waterpark

Eating, playing, biking
Warm, hot
Summer

By Nolan Dross

Winter
Snowy, frosty

Giving, caring, loving
Santa, reindeer, Christmas, snowballs

Freezing, glittering, slipping
White, cold

Santa
By Enzly Stahl

Winter
Sparkly, snowy

Sledding, skating, carrolling
Trees, cookies, cocoa, fireplace

Laughing, gifting, singing
White, pretty

Christmas
By Kennedy Henze

Winter
Icy, shiny

Sleeping, eating, freezing
Ice, blizzard, sun, water

Sweating, swimming, running
Hot, sunny

Summer
By Maverick Dean

Winter
Cold, icy

Sledding, skating, freezing
Santa, reindeer, ice, snow

Shivering, carrolling, playing
Snowy, frosty

Christmas
By Ember Adams

Winter
Cold, icy

Freezing, giving, playing
Snow, cookies, Santa, reindeer

Rolling, baking, eating
Snowy, white

Season
By Lynlee Henry

Winter
Cold, snowy

Freezing, baking, giving
Candy cane, slush, lights, fireplace

Sledding, skating, sliding
White, icy
Christmas

By Valynn Nokes

Winter
Wet, snowy

Skating, shivering, caring
Santa, reindeer, family, hot cocoa

Sleeping, rolling, gifting
Pretty, bright

Ice
By Ayla Brabant

Winter
Frosty, white

Sledding, skating, baking
Snow, cookies, Santa, reindeer

Giving, eating, gifting
Wet, frozen
Christmas

By Brooklyn Gascon

Winter
Cold, icy

Feasting, skating, throwing
Slush, fireplace, sun, waterpark

Playing, drinking, sleeping
Sunny, hot
Summer

By Phoenix Stahl

Winter
Pretty, sparkly

Sledding, sleeping, feasting
Hot cocoa, fire, family, Christmas tree

Playing, baking, shivering
Cold, snowy

Santa
By Reagan Deal

Winter
Cold, icy

Sledding, rolling, dancing
Fireplace, Christmas tree, waterpark, 

lemonade
Swimming, jumping, swinging

Fun, hot
Summer

By Elodie Botts

Winter
Icy, snowy

Shivering, freezing, sledding
Ice, snow, waterpark, sun

Swimming, playing, running
Sunny, hot
Summer

By Elijah Dahlby

Winter
Snowy, white

Skating, sleeping, playing
Polar bear, snowman, ice, snow

Rolling, singing, sledding
Cold, icy

Christmas
By Daniel Childers

Winter
Snowy, white

Sledding, freezing, playing
Christmas, December, pool, waterpark

Swimming, biking, running
Hot, sunny
Summer

By Israel Stahl

Winter
Cold, wet

Freezing, shivering, sleeping
Family, cookies, snow, hot cocoa

Snowing, sledding, rolling
Snowy, white

Christmas
By Maddox Mewes

Winter
Snowy, cold

Skating, singing, sleeping
Hot cocoa, snow, ice, cookies
Sledding, rolling, shivering

Pretty, bright
Christmas

By Kairi Schavrien

Winter
Snowy, cloudy

Sledding, freezing, sleeping
Ice, toys, hot cocoa, cookies

Eating, playing, rolling
Cold, long
Christmas

By Sophia Chavez

Winter
Wet, bright

Freezing, baking, eating
Snow, cookies, presents, toys

Raining, laughing, giving
Snowy, white

Christmas
By James Watson

Winter
Cold, snowy

Playing, glistening, decorating
Santa, presents, dessert, Christmas

Sledding, wrapping, celebrating
Fun, cloudy

Santa
By Flint Abel

Winter
Icy, snowy

Rolling, giving, eating
Cookies, milk, toys, lights

Freezing, skating, shivering
Frosty, cloudy

Snow
By Cole Lockard

Winter
Snowy, frozen

Giving, eating, sleeping
Cookies, hot chocolate, toys, family

Sledding, rolling, caring
Cold, icy

Snow
By Skylar Ruth

CHRISTMAS SPECIALCHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Wenda Parr’s 
Second Grade 
Diamante Poems

Second Grade Teacher
Wanda Parr
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I am a sweet treat.
I am mischievous.
I’m in a story.
Who am I?
By Vipismal Armstrong

I’m a help to Santa.
I make the presents daily.
I do what’s needed the night be-
fore christmas day.
Who am I?
By Foster Richardson

I am someone that has a 
magic top.
I have sticks for arms.
I have buttons for eyes.
Who am I?
By Finley Huxoll

I have a cherry nose.
I have a red hat.
I go, “Ho Ho Ho!”
Who am I?
By Gracie Compton

I am a tasty treat.
I love to be eaten a lot, even by 
Santa.
I have a lot of treats on me.
What am I?
By Talen Kibler

I wear a red & white suit.
I am a big fat man.
I have a big white beard.
Who am I?
By Corben Brock

Guys, I come in December.
I watch you to see if you are 
bad or good.
Plus, I am gonna tell Santa.
Who am I?
By Violet Watkins

I am something tasty.
I have something on me that 
is pasty.
And sometimes I am glazy.
What am I?
By Kestrel Deford

I have 3 round circles as my body.
I wear a scarf to keep warm.
Animals might eat my nose.
What am I?
By Cheyanne H.

I am round.
Sometimes I have rainbow 
sprinkles
And colorful frosting.
What am I?
By Brooklynn H.

I am cold and white. 
I am bright and very soft.
You can play in me day 
and night.
What am I?
By Sydney Smith

I’m cold but kids like to play 
in me.
I’m soft and sometimes hard.
I’m white.
And I melt.
What am I?
By Elizabeth Hays

I am something small.
I sit on the Christmas tree
and watch you every Christmas. 
What am I?
By Oliver Castillo.

I am something that you 
put on a tree.
I am brown
I am delicious.
Who am I?
By Avery Janovich.

I am sold at stores a couple 
days before Christmas.
I can be warmed in the micro-
wave.
And I am white.
What am I?
By Michael Vixie

I have a jolly laugh.
I give presents for all.
I have a sack.
Who am I?
By Ryker Frasco.

I am white and warm.
I like cookies too!
I love presents.
Who am I?
By by Maddison Miller.

I am sweet.
And I have gumdrops as 
buttons.
I am the color brown.
Who am I?
By Brooklynn Board-Seney.

I am mean.
I am green.    
I steal your presents.
and I hate Christmas and all 
Whos.
Who am I?
By Asher Hilton.

I come on Christmas.
I fall from the sky.
You can play with me.

 What am I?
By Richard Chavez

I am above your fireplace. 
I can have coal if naughty & 
candy if sweet, nice, and kind.
I look like a sock but you can not 
wear me with shoes.
What am I?
By Kaidence Danielle Wilcox

I am mean.
I am green.
And I take your presents.
Who am I?
By Charles Knighton

I’m round and white 
I have a carrot nose. 
Who am I?
By Gemma Pennington

I am wet and cold.
I am white.
And I fall from the sky. 
And touch your nose.
What am I?
By Alyssa Cole

CHRISTMAS SPECIALCHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Christmas 
Riddles by 
Tabitha Jadin's 
Third Graders

Third-Grade Teacher
Tabitha Jadin
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There are so many things that make Christmas spe-
cial. First, I love when my grandma Sonja and my grand-
ma Tammy have the family come over. I also love when 
I wake up and there are presents under the tree. And I 
love my elves but my dad hates them because they make 
a mess. I know that some of my class does not believe in 
Santa Claus, but even if it is not really real it is still fun to 
pretend. Have a merry Christmas. And happy birthday 
Jesus. 

By Annika Botts

Christmas is very special to me for many reasons. I re-
ally like when my mom makes hors d’oeuvres. Something 
else I like about Christmas is to make cookies and pop-
corn with my mom. Another thing I like about Christmas 
is dinner. Merry Christmas to you.

By Marcus Reynolds

My favorite time of year is Christmas. I love Christ-
mastime. When I think of Christmas, I think of presents, 
family and snow. I am always excited for Christmas. I 
love going to my grandmas & grandpas. I love Christ-
mas! Merry Christmas to all.

By Jake Lockard

Christmas is special to me for many reasons. I love 
when Santa is coming. I hope all Christmas Eve wishes 
come true. I love the Christmas school holiday and the 
hot cocoa. On Christmas, I hope all your wishes come 
true. Merry Christmas everyone.

By Jesse Jadin

There are many ways that Christmas is fun to me. 
One thing I love is breakfast because we get cinnamon 
rolls. Lunch is great because we get to have pizza. We 
watch movies, and I love to watch Christmas movies. 
Lastly, I love Christmas dinner because I eat steak. Mer-
ry Christmas to all.

By Levi Dean

Christmas is special to me for many reasons. The first 
reason is singing Christmas carols with family because 
the best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud 
for all to hear. Next is opening presents with my family. 
Then we always open stockings because it’s so fun. Sugar 
cookies are a big tradition for my family. Elf on the shelf is 
the best tradition because my elf’s name is Ellie and she is 
crazy. Merry Christmas to all of you.

By Dakota Creeley

There are many ways that Christmas is special toe. 
One reason is when I get to see my family. It is also Jesus’ 
birthday. I get to wake up at my mom’s, then we both go 
to my dad’s house and she watches me open presents 
and my stocking from him and then she leaves. Then I 
go to my grandma’s house. My dad and mom meet half 
way then I get to go to my mom’s family Christmas. After 
that I go back to my mom’s and open presents and my 
stocking. I hope you have a Merry Christmas and a hap-
py new year.

By Vaida Langford

Christmas is very special to me for so many reasons. 
One reason is my mom’s pickle hors d’oeuvres because 
they are so good and have a good flavor. Another reason 
is pj’s on Christmas Eve. Also, a reason I love Christmas is 
the cookies & candy on Christmas Eve. In addition, I love 
my grandma & grandpa coming to our house. These are 
some of my favorite things on Christmas & Merry Christ-
mas to all of those people out there.

By Cash Grende

Christmas is special in many ways. I like cookies be-
cause they are really good. Another thing that is good 
about Christmas is Roblox because it’s fun to play Roblox. 
Some more things that are good are sleeping because I like 
sleeping with my cat and dog and there is no school. And 
sometimes I get more Robux too. I hope you have a good 
Christmas.

By Cooper Smith

Christmas is special to me for many reasons. One 
thing is family and friends because they can make old 
family recipes or spend time with the whole family. 
Another reason is Christmas break and that means no 
school. Next is movies and hot cocoa because hot cocoa 
is warm and movies are fun. Another thing is the pres-
ents and decorations because getting presents is nice 
and decorations look Christmas-like. Finally, I love the 
Christmas dinner and candy from stockings. Lastly after 
dinner we put cookies and milk for Santa. Merry Christ-
mas and happy new year.

By Catelynne Gascon

Christmas is special for many reasons. Going to my 
grandparent’s house is a part of Christmas that I love. I 
love Christmas because Jesus was born on that day and 
that’s why we have Christmas. Another thing I love about 
Christmas is my mom’s deviled eggs when we get to have 
them. One other thing I love about Christmas is getting 
and giving gifts. That’s a majority of the stuff that I love 
about Christmas. Have a Merry Christmas Y’all.

By Avery Spring

Christmas is special to me for so many reasons. Like 
being with family and others and spreading holiday 
cheer. Also giving presents and getting presents. And 
getting to eat my Oma’s dirt cake, it is very delicious. 
And cutting down the holiday tree with my brother, sis-
ter, mom and dad. Also playing board games with my 
aunts and uncles. And feasting with all my family. Mer-
ry Christmas and to all a good night.

By Samson Hamilton

Christmas is a very special time for me. I love it when 
Santa Claus comes to town. I love the hot cocoa too. I 
hope you have a merry Christmas.     

By Jace Jadin

Christmas is special to me 
because of cookies, family and friends. Also, another rea-
son it’s special is because of all of my family! I love getting 
to spend time with my aunt and uncle, mom and dad, 
memaw and papa, grandma Cathy and David, Bridger 
and Flint. I hope you have a merry Christmas.

By Cannon Abel

Fouth Grade Teacher
Deanna Coulston

CHRISTMAS SPECIALCHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Deanna Coulston’s Fourth 
Grade class share "What 
Christmas so special."

MEMBER FDIC

DAYTON
306 E. Main Street 

 509-382-2557

We Wish All of You a
Joyous Holiday Season

and a
Merry Christmas!

From All of Us in
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103 S. 2nd St., Walla Walla                       (509) 525-4110

As the Yuletide bells resound,

joy and laughter all around,    
filling every heart and home
with merriment and cheer,

what better time for us to say...

‘Thanks to you in every way,
may this Christmas holiday
         be the start of a great
                   New Year’

My Perfect Christmas
By Victoria
My Perfect Christmas would 
be really fun. I would wake 
up to my mom making 
breakfast. Breakfast would 
be pancakes, eggs, and 
cheese grits. I would make 
gingerbread houses and 
cookies with my family. Also, 
I would open presents with 
my family. 

My first thing would be making gingerbread hous-
es. Before Christmas my mom makes a gingerbread 
dam for my dad’s work. My dad works with rivers 
and dams, so his team always likes it. My dad’s gin-
gerbread house always looks the neatest. My sister, 
Katherine’s, always looks like candy just sat down like 
a couch potato. My mom and my gingerbread houses 
look normal.
My next thing is snow on Christmas. There is rarely 
ever snow on Christmas here in Waitsburg. Me and 
my sister have sleds so we could play in the snow. 
Also, we get a winter break so we don’t have school. I 
would have so much fun in the snow.
We make cookies too. My mom, Katherine and I make 
cookies, but we always make so many that they cover 
up the entire table. Some types of cookies we make 
are sugar cookies, peanut butter cookies, and ginger-
snaps. My dad just eats the batter. We have so much 
fun frosting the sugar cookies. Katherine makes the 
family laugh by decorating the cookies with weird 
amounts of sprinkles and frosting.
Then there are presents. I would want all the things 
on my Christmas wish list. Katherine would want the 
things on her wish list, but she has over 100 things on 
there and most of it is anime. My dad would probably 
get matches, a belt, cat bed, stuff like that. My mom 
would want a blanket, pillow, really soft things. Then 
for dinner we would have burgers, we always have 
that for dinner on Christmas.
That would be my perfect Christmas. I would have 
so much fun making cookies, gingerbread houses, 
the snow, and the presents. It would be so much fun. 
Everyone would have the best Christmas ever! That is 
what I would do on the best Christmas ever.

My Perfect Christmas 
By Kaylee
My perfect Christmas isn’t 
about the presents but 
more about how much 
time you spend with fam-
ily and friends. Everyone 
gets along together, and we 
play games, that’s always 
nice even when it’s not 
Christmas. I love the cozi-
ness Christmas has with 
the snow and soft lighting. 
I hope we have snow this Christmas. It’s not always 
about the presents you get, the present is the time you 
spend with family.
The presents can be a nice addition to Christmas. 
That’s what lots of people think of presents when they 
hear about Christmas. It’s always nice to get pres-
ents because most of the time you’re getting things 
you want or things you love. I don’t care too much 
about the presents so if I don’t get what I want it’s to-

tally fine, but there are times I do really want some-
thing and I wait for Christmas or a birthday but my 
perfect Christmas does not have very many presents 
wrapped in paper. Mostly family and fun.
The coziness and snow make me have this feeling 
that I love. Getting to snuggle up in a blanket on the 
couch is the best thing ever, seeing the snow fall at 
night is something different though, it’s very peaceful. 
I love the feeling of being together and playing games 
is the best thing ever. I’m always grateful for anything 
I have and having snow would make my Christmas 
perfect. The coziness and snow is always gonna beat 
the presents.
My perfect Christmas is sitting by the fire with a blan-
ket next to my family playing games while drinking 
hot chocolate. Everyone is happy opening their pres-
ents and playing in the snow while we make cookies 
with Christmas music. I’m in cozy pajamas and hav-
ing a great time. I get on my snow pants and a jack-
et with gloves and start making a snowman with my 
cousin and friends. Everyone is playing in the snow 
and having a snowball fight. 
Everyone is going inside to get warm and watch 
Christmas movies as we feast on food. We all laugh 
and keep watching the movie then my father comes 
home from work and joins us. We all are happy and 
laughing while eating the delightful food. The fire is 
warm and the cookies are done baking but I choose 
to only have one. And that is where my perfect Christ-
mas ends. 

My Perfect Christmas
By Olivia
My perfect Christmas 
would be a Christmas with 
snow because who does not 
like snow. Also I need hot 
coco when I watch Christ-
mas movies. One of my fa-
vorites is Elf. It is amazing. 
But when I watch it I need 
to be by the fireplace.
I will wake up to see my 
Elves Buddy and Stella. They are crazy, they have so 
much fun. They got into a sticky situation last year. 
It was so funny. I hope they do something like that 
again. But then I look forward to waking up to them.
Sledding is so fun. My friends and I go every year 
and it makes so many memories. We pull each other 
around. Sometimes my dogs pull us. Or my dad puts 
a sled on the four-wheeler and he drives us around 
town.
We need Christmas music. I will only listen to it. I have 
a good playlist. My favorite is Run Run Rodofe. I feel 
when it plays it is so good. Christmas music just hits 
the spot. It is everywhere literally. Also, I love going to 
the parade and it is so fun to listen to music. 
I want to go downstairs and see the presents. My fam-
ily and I open them at 8 am and we have cinnamon 
rolls. Then we do everything  that is listed. So we have 
fun on Christmas and we spend time with each other. 
It is so fun to hang out with my friends on Christmas. 
Lastly, my dogs. Wait, what I mean is, my dogs love the 
snow. So I like to play with them when they go sled-
ding in the mountains. It takes one hour to get there 
but it is worth it. It is so fun and we find so many plac-
es to sled.

My Perfect Christmas  
By Amelia
My perfect Christmas is 
going to be great because I 
am going to wake up early 
and see what kinds of pres-
ents there are and see if it’s 
snowing so I can go sled. I 
am also going to go up to 
the woods and cut down a 

Christmas tree. I am also going to decorate my house 
with my family for Christmas. Then I can’t wait to have 
dinner and breakfast with my family, it’s going to be 
delicious. I am going to have the perfect Christmas! 
I am most excited about going up to the woods and to 
cut down a Christmas tree! Last year we had a Charlie 
Brown tree, it was awesome. I especially love to deco-
rate the tree because it brings back a lot of memories. 
I love it when I wake up in the early morning and I 
see the tree decorated with presents underneath, it 
will look so beautiful! The Christmas tree is one of the 
most beautiful things in Christmas. 
Another thing I am most excited about is celebrating 
with my family on Christmas. We are going to have 
the best dinner and breakfast ever, I can’t wait. The 
best thing about breakfast is that it has orange jullis-
sus’, they are so good. I am also going to open pres-
ents with them and have the best time ever. I can’t 
wait to celebrate Christmas with my family.
Christmas is the best time of the year because we 
get to go sledding! Sledding is so fun, especially with 
friends and family. I love the way when you sled down 
the hill and you get that cold breezy air in your face. 
It’s so fun when you go down a really tall hill with the 
perfect size of snow, it’s like you’re in a car racing for 
the finish line. Sledding is the most fun time to play 
out in the snow. 
My perfect Christmas is going to be the most fun time 
of the year! We will chop down a perfect Christmas 
tree then decorate it with the perfect decorations. 
Then I will have the best breakfast and dinner ever, 
it’s going to be delicious. I also can’t wait to go sled-
ding with my friends and family. I will have the most 
perfect Christmas ever.

My Perfect Christmas
By Julian
This is what my perfect 
Christmas would be. I 
would want all my family 
to be there. I would love to 
have at least 10 presents. 
After that I would love ev-
eryone to come outside 
and make snow mans, ig-
loos, and to make sculp-
tures out of snow.
First, I woke up to the 

sound of cars coming into my driveway. I ran to get 
my snow stuff on. There was at least a foot of snow! 
When I ran outside I saw all my family pulling into 
my driveway. First thing I did, I threw a snowball at 
my cousin.
We went inside after having a totally epic snow ball 
fight, or should I say war. I totally forgot to look at my 
presents. I sorted them out of the others and I had 
one that was taller than me! Also, I forgot to mention 
I had at least 10! We let Cameron, my little brother, 
open his first after we got to opening.
That present that was taller than me was a punch-
ing bag, with weights, and boxing gloves. I also got a 
snow shovel as a prank gift, everyone was laughing 
but eventually i started laughing too! Other than that i 
got a snow mobile rc car, a sled, and ect. We all tested 
out our new things. For most of mine we had to go 
outside.
When we went outside my cousins and I built ramps 
out of snow for my rc snowmobile. My uncles were 
building igloos. My aunt and my mom built the big-
gest snowman that I have ever seen! I built a ramp 
and jumped my rc snowmobile over the igloo and did 
the same for the snowman. Cameron, my little broth-
er could almost fit on it!
I listed everything that would be in my perfect Christ-
mas. Having my family over. I would love at least 10 
presents. After we opened all the presents I wanted 
to go outside and have some fun. This is my perfect 
Christmas.

Tracy Barron’s 
Fifth Grade: My 
perfect Christmas
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My Perfect Christmas
By Charlie
I woke up to see my parents 
saying, “Come on lets go 
open presents.” Afterwards, 
I would look outside and 
see that it was snowing out-
side. After I opened presents 
I would get on snow gear. I 
would also get my brother to 
make a snow man. I would 
ask my friend, Ephiraim, 

to go sledding. Then I would introduce him to my 
grandparents, then have some fun on my Xbox.
After he leaves I would like to go to an indoor swim-
ming area with my brother. I wish I could do this ev-
ery Christmas. I would do this for a couple of hours 
then I would go on a sleigh ride on our sleigh pulled 
by a fourwheeler. When the sleigh ride is done we will 
have some time to chill. Those are a couple things I 
wish we could do.
After I did all of those my brother gets to pick what we 
do. We will probably go to the store to get something 
for dinner. I hope he picks a snow crab because it’s my 
favorite and he knows that. When it’s time for dinner 
we will eat and after we will go out and look at the 
stars.That is another section of my perfect Christmas.
One more section of my perfect Christmas would 
be if I could just play games in my room. After I get 
bored I will go outside and play with my grandpar-
ents. I would build a snowman, make a snowangle, 
and finally have a snowball fight. After we did all that 
I would go inside to have hot chocolate in our shop 
next to the wood stove.
My perfect Christmas would be all of those things 
packed in one day. But even if I don’t get this perfect 
Christmas I would still feel blessed to have a Christ-
mas. I love Christmas so much because I get to see 
people I don’t get to see often. Christmas is a holliday 
where you get to see family and friends, not about 
getting presents. Hopefully I get this Christmas so my 
family is happy to. I love my family so I hope they like 
it too.

My Perfect Christmas 
By Isaac
My perfect Christmas was 2 
years ago when I was 8 years 
old. I got the best Christmas 
PJ’s. They were sooo comfy. I 
woke up at 3 AM and every-
one was still asleep. So I go 
chill in the living room, just 
sitting in silence. Until some-
one wakes up…… It’s my 
mom! 
Finally I have someone to hang out with. At 6 AM, 
my mom and I went to wake everyone up because 
we were like we are not waiting for all this again like 
last year. After we got everyone up we started with the 
stocking. It was my favorite thing to do besides hang-
ing out with my family. I got so much stuff like candy, 
fidget things, and a micro fishing rod. 
After that we get to the presents everyone loves this 
part no matter what. I can just see my name on one of 
the big ones when I open it. Then I realized I just got 
myself a BMX bike. I was so happy I could finally get a 
new bike. Then I opened one of the little boxes and I 
got an apple watch! 	
I can finally communicate with my family. After that 
the best part was grandma and grandpa came in with 
giant gifts and oh boy I loved that part. I started open-
ing my giant 25 inch box and I literally got a gaming 
console. I was bursting with excitement. After every-
one left we got into the last family present. 
I got to open it and it was my dream thing I wanted 
for a whole 3 years. It was a VR headset meta quest 2. 
It was the best Christmas gift we all could have gotten. 
Well at least I was the one who was very very happy. 
When my sisters tried it they almost threw up.
That was my favorite Christmas, but in the end the 
only thing I really enjoyed was being able to be with 
all my family. I wonder if this Christmas will be better 
than that one. There’s still 1 more month and a couple 
of days left. That was my perfect Christmas.

My Perfect Christmas 
By Reagan
My perfect Christmas would 
be waking up with snow out-
side and getting the presents 
I wanted, and spending time 
with family on Christmas too.I 
love the way my family cele-
brates Christmas too, and how 
they do it is that we go to my 

grama and papa’s house two days before Christmas 
to sleep and spend time with them before Christmas 
day.
I love to be with my family on Christmas and I don’t 
really care if I don’t get everything I want. I at least just 
want to have the toys I really, really want. But this is 
one of the rowels we have on Christmas morning. We 
have to wait till everyone is awake to open presents 
from Santa, then after lunch we open presents that 
we made for each other.
I don’t love snow but I do like it and I love to spend 
time with mostly family on Christmas, not playing 
outside and not opening presents, the gift I want ev-
ery Christmas is spending time with family on Christ-
mas day and have fun on Christmas morning and 
Christmas eve and have the best Christmas ever.

My Perfect Christmas
By Bridger
I have a perfect Christmas 
because my birthday is right 
before it. My birthday can 
be hard sometimes because 
it is right before Christmas. 
Also it can be fun by getting 
more presents at the same 
time. My favorite present 
was when I got a Nintendo 
Switch. It was one with red 
and blue controllers.
Also my favorite part of Christmas is the presents. My 
favorite thing about Christmas is hanging out with 
my family. My second favorite thing about Christmas 
is presents. My second favorite present is my steer. He 
was an early present; his name was Dave.
Also my mom rapes raping on the door fram in my 
hallway. It is fun to brack the raping. Also my grandma 
and my aunt are there when my brother and I brack 
throw the raping. Then we would talk to each other. 
Then we would eat breakfast, then open presents. Fi-
nally we would play with the presents that we got.
Also on christmas we would eat a really good launch 
and dinner with my grandma, and aunt. My parents, 
aunt and grandma bring presents. They are really fun 
to hang out at my house. My grandma and I go to a lot 
of places. My funniest one is when we went sky-jor-
ing. Sky-joring is when we get toad by a horse down a 
track that has jumps and rings that you have to catch.
My mom doesn’t get that big of a tree for Christmas. 
The tree has a stand that we can pour water into. My 
Christmas tree on Christmas is really colorful with 
lights. My Christmas tree is prity with the presents 
under it. I love Christmas trees because they make my 
house smell like pine trees, this is why I love Christ-
mas.

My Perfect Christmas
By Sawyer
Christmas is my favorite hol-
iday. First I would go down-
stairs and see the presents 
under the tree. Next I would 
like to go places. Last but 
definitely not least  I would 
like to see all my family and 
be with them for the remain-
der of the day. Finally I would 
go home and go to sleep.
I would like to go downstairs 

and see the presents under the tree. Second, I would 
like to find the pickle in the tree. (It’s a German fam-
ily tradition.) Then we would open up presents. We 
would also go to our grandparents house, and open 
up the presents they got us. Then like last year we 
would go to our aunt and uncle’s house, and then go 
home and play in the snow.
Next I would like to go to my grandparents house. 
Then I would go to my other grandparents house. Af-
ter that we would go to our uncle and aunt’s house. 
Next we’d go back home and play with the stuff we got 
for Christmas until it was bed time. I would have so 
much fun. Can’t forget to go sledding with my cous-
ins!
I would also like to see my grandparents. Then I would 
want to go to my other grandparents house and ride 
fourwheelers. Then I would like to go to my aunt and 
uncle’s house and go snowboarding. And the last 
place I would want to go is home so I can play with 

everything I got for Christmas. I would like to just chill 
until bedtime. I would also go play in the snow
This is my perfect Christmas. I told you about every-
thing I wanted to do. I told you about everywhere I 
wanted to go. And last but not least everybody I want-
ed to see. Now the conclusion paragraph is the one 
we’re on right now! Now this is my perfect Christmas, 
and it would be so much fun!

My Perfect Christmas 
By Maddox
A perfect Christmas for me 
would be to get 4 weeks off 
of school. I’d also like to get 
a lot of presents. Last year I 
got a play station 5. It was 
the new one, and I love 
it. Every year me and my 
cousins get my really soft 
bing bag chair. We jump off 
the stairs to see who can 
jump the farthest. 
For some reason we always have Christmas at my 
house. I think it’s because I have the biggest house. 
For Christmas it’s always me, Mom, Dad, brothers, 
Grandma, Grandpa, cousins, and Aunt and Uncle. I 
always just try to stay in my room because my cousins 
are loud. But I like to still go out and be with my cous-
ins even though they are loud.
When i get presants I’d like an electric scooter. I’d 
also like to get some fishing lurers for fishing because 
i love fishing. Something I would also like is some 
money for a game that I like. I would like to go fishing 
on Christmas night. Those  are what presents I would 
like to get on Christmas day.
On Christmas I’d like to play basketball. I’d like to go 
sledding with my family. I would like to go sledding at 
the Cemetery because there’s a big hill which is really 
fun to go down. Then when I come back to my house 
I would like hot chocolate. Finally, I would like to go 
inside and open presents.
When Christmas is almost over I’d like my cousins 
to stay the night and play Monopily. I’d also like me 
and my cousins to stay up until midnight and watch 
Christmas movies. And also on Christmas Eve I want 
to watch the Night Before Christmas. On Christmas 
day, I want to watch Home Alone. There are so many 
things I want to do on Christmas.

My Perfect Christmas
By Dori 
What I went for my perfect 
Christmas. By waking up 
at 9:00 am and waking up 
my mom  so we can open 
graves that me and my fam-
ily and santa got for us at 
10:00 am. I don’t really want 
any, I mean I do but I don’t. 

I like for my family to just get 
me what I like. I don’t ask for 

anything, they just get me what I like and talk about it.
I would like for mom, Hope, Dia, Ana, Mawmaw and 
pawpaw to come over to spend Christmas and eat 
Christmas dinner. My mom makes this hem and I love 
it. Christmas dinner is so good because I have cooked 
hem, smash potatoes and green beans. What I have 
for dessert is cookies. I think Christmas dinner is the 
best.
I would go to the mountain and play in the snow. I 
love snow and it will be better on Christmas. It will 
look pretty. Maybe we can see the Northern Lights 
on the mountain. With my family because my family 
loves the Northern Lights.
I would text or call another family that’s not here and 
say Merry Christmas. Then what I got and what they 
got. Then we tell them why we wanted it and they tell 
me why they wanted it. If I call, I will show them and 
tell them what it is. Sometimes we make cards and 
read them to my family and show them. 
What I would like for my gifts are little figurines. It’s 
a type of toy decoration if that makes sense. I would 
like a lot of clothes because I need more clothes. And 
art stuff because I love art so much and I rain out fast. 
And dance stuff so I can dance and I don’t get hurt.

FIFTH GRADE STORIES CONTINUED...
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My Perfect Christmas 
By Gavin
I hope I’ll wake up to it snow-
ing with all my relatives on 
the coach watching my favor-
ite Christmas movie, Home 
Alone. Also having under 
the Christmas tree stacked 
with presents. Finally, getting 
the best present ever: a LA 
Dodgers hat. That’s my idea 
of a perfect Christmas. I have 

more reasons for my perfect Christmas, let’s get on 
with it.	
All the presents I hope I get for Christmas are a LA 
Dodgers hat because they are my favorite team. I 
also want an iphone because I think I’m responsible 
enough. Lastly, I want an electric scooter because 
they can go really fast. I’m pretty sure that’s all I want 
for Christmas. I’m not picky with my presents.
Now one of my favorite things to do on Christmas is 
playing in the snow! Sometimes here in Waitsburg it 
doesn’t snow when it’s Christmas, I really hate when 
I can’t throw snowballs at people, but I do like throw-
ing snowballs at something. It’s SO satisfying when it 
just explodes on contact. That’s what I like to do in 
the snow.
Now who doesn’t like Christmas movies! My favorite 
Christmas movie is Home Alone, did you know that 
Home Alone was released on November 16 1990? 
The two most watched Christmas movies of all time 
are the animated, How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
and Home Alone. Thank you for reading my favorite 
things involved with Christmas.
I love Christmas and you should too, no matter if you 
like playing in the snow. Also if you like waking up 
to having the Christmas tree stacked with presents. 
Lastly, you might just like sitting on the couch and 
watching Christmas movies. Or is it all about spend-
ing time with family and friends? All of those things 
are about Christmas.

My Perfect Christmas
By Clive 
On Christmas eve we wake 
up early to open the pres-
ents, then we go to our 
grandmas and eat with the 
family. Me and my sister and 
I sometimes do a snowball 
fight and get hot chocolate 
so we’re warm and then it 
might start snowing. And af-
ter a while outside we go in 
and play games and sometimes go do our own things 
so we won’t get cold. And when it’s time to eat we 
have a good breakfast and then we all might go out 
and build a snowman or abomination and destroy it. 
and have a snowball fight after and we might go to 
our dad’s and sled down the stars outside or down the 
small hill he has and go back inside after a while out 
there. 
Then we might run down the hill and play dominos or 
watch a movie like Transformers and I might watch a 
one piece movie and play more games and we might 
go on a trip to spend time with other family and 
might go to Seattle. Or we might listen to music like 
the Offspring my favorite band it’s my favorite band 
because the music goes hard and I like the guitar and 
the drums. And we might go see more family in Cali-
fornia because we haven’t seen them in a while and I 
miss it when we went to the beach and played a really 
fun game it was really fun when we almost got hit by 
the waves that was really fun. Or we might go to the 
butterfly garden, I don’t remember what it was called 
but it was fun playing there and the hotel we stayed 
at was amazing there was a pool and the beds were 
so soft but I had more fun playing with family. And I 
like Dayton its fun seeing friends and nice sleeping 
in and I do like spending time with my family it’s just 
that traveling is hard and tiring and you might have 
to stop a lot and I like Christmas with my family and 
just spending time with my family. And spending 
time with family is really fun and you might get sur-
prised by what they get you so you might get to travel 
or not so its a surprise with your family and if you do 
spend to much time with your family you might need 
to spend more time with your other family members 
and if you have never known your family you should 
ask and you might be able to see them.
And when you spend time with your family you get 
to spend more time with your family so you can play 
more games and they might be your favorite game 
and go out in the snow and play so you can spend 
time with them and your mom or dad might make 
you hot chocolate and have a snow ball fight with 
them. Or you might be able to play your parents fa-
vorite game and they might be really happy that you 
played there favorite game and you play with them 
again to make them more happy. And you can make 
them happier by making them breakfast, dinner, or 
lunch or you can watch a movie with them and a 
movie I like is called Red One because they have to 
save Santa and fight magical creatures like a per-
son named Greyla shes an evil Christmas witch that 
would punish the naughty with reds brother crampus 
santas brother. And his guard named Cal or Calvin I 
don’t know his name but I think he’s an elf and the or-
ganization is E.L.F.And you might make them happy 
by helping them with chores that you need to do and 
haven’t done it yet then you might play some more 
games with your family or do your own thing and rest 
to watch a move in your room.
My last reason is that you might travel before christ-
mas to spend time with friends so you can give them 
something nice for Christmas so they know that you 
care about them and you can play games or go down 
a dark slide and play tag in the snow or have a snow-

ball fight with them. Or you might go sledding with 
them and get some hot chocolate and we might do 
some crazy things but if you don’t travel you might 
just spend a lot of time with your family and you 
might see some relatives and family members that 
you haven’t seen in a long time. 

My Perfect Christmas 
By: Scarlett
My perfect Christmas was 
2 years ago. I was super ex-
cited to see the presents. I 
was asleep at my house and 
I woke up to my parents 
asleep. My brother Carson 
had woken me up, which I 
hated, and made me go down 
stairs.. It was very, very ear-
ly in the morning and we finally made my parents 
wake up so we could start opening presents. I got new 
Christmas pjs so I ran to change into them. My broth-
er Carson had gotten a bunch of video games, he also 
got a computer set. My sister Leah got makeup, and 
she got nail polish in a brand I never heard of.
She got a lot of eyeliner, she does my makeup a lot be-
cause she has so much of it. I got my dad a cup hold-
er for when his cup is hot or something it says “Best 
Dad” or something like that. I got my mom a blanket 
and I got the same for Leah too. I got Carson a V-bucks 
Card for a video game called Fortnight.
Carson forgot to buy our parents anything but, he got 
me paper and Leah got me markers so I can draw my 
art. After that we all ate a late breakfast. Leah and Car-
son both ate Top Ramen. I did what I always do, and 
put peanut butter in my Top Ramen and ate it. I think 
it is better with peanut butter.
Every Christmas tree we have, always has an orna-
ment with a picture of Leah as a baby on it. Leah is 
grown up now, but was sixteen that year, I was nine 
and Carson was twelve so seeing a picture of Leah as 
a kid is rare. I was kind of jealous because I have no 
baby pictures of me on the tree. Maybe I shouldn’t 
have been jealous because we found about four baby 
pictures of me to put on the tree. Still Leah has more, 
but I don’t really care about it because I have lots of 
handmade things for the tree.
I opened the rest of my presents and I got a stuffed 
animal, a big green dinosaur that is taller than a third 
grader. And I got my own makeup set from my grand-
ma and grandpa. My cousins didn’t get me anything, 
they don’t get anything for my siblings either, but I get 
my cousins presents. I will tell you one thing I did not 
know. I got really big paper notebooks and all the mil-
lions of paper. Of course it made a mess in my room 
and I got a bunch of markers, and paint, and pencils. 
After we were done opening presents we called up my 
Grandma Raylene. This was my favorite Christmas I 
had because now she is in a nursing home. I don’t see 
her often which makes me sad but at least I know she 
is safe. That is my perfect Christmas.

My Perfect Christmas
By Elise
If I had a perfect Christmas 
this is what it would be. I’ll 
tell you what I would do in 
the morning, afternoon, and 
evening. Even though I have 
had my perfect Christmas 
every year. This is what my 
perfect Christmas would be 
like. And some of my favorite 
parts about Christmas day. 

In the morning first I would wake up and then go 
wake my sister up and go jump on our parents bed 
to wake them up. Then we would go get the stockings 
and bring them to our parents room and then give my 
parents their stockings from Santa and then we would 
open them up and see what we all got. Next we would 
get ready for the day. Then we would make cinnamon 
rolls for breakfast and our family would come over 
because we have Christmas at our house every year. 
Lastly in the morning we would eat our cinnamon 
rolls for breakfast.
Next in the afternoon we would just hangout and 
play games. Next we would make cinnamon chips 
dipped in fruit salad (which is really yummy). Then 
we would make lunch and eat. For lunch we have piz-
za and it’s really good. My favorite part is presents and 
that’s next we all make a pile of everyone’s presents 
and then open them up and see what everyone got. 
We then play with our presents and thank everyone 
for presents. And next we play board games and play 
Christmas trivia. Also we would have a snow ball fight.
In the evening we would play outside in the snow and 
make a big pile of snow to sled down. Another one 
of my favorites is to slide on puddles of ice. Then we 
would make homemade pizza for dinner. And watch 
a christmas movie with popcorn and peppermint hot 
cocoa with a candy cane. Lastly we would get ready 
for bed and not want Christmas to be over because it’s 
my favorite holiday of the year.
That is what my perfect Christmas would be. In the 
morning what would happen and in the afternoon 
what would happen and in the evening what would 
happen. I have my perfect Christmas every year. 

My Perfect Christmas
By: Grace
What would my perfect 
Christmas be like? I’m going 
to tell you, my perfect Christ-
mas would be a good snowy 
parade day with three days 
left till Christmas. Then there 
is a hot coco stand ready for 
people who are cold. On the 
parade there is a float  and 
it is located in Walla Walla 
because when I see parades 

they are really cool and they do floats which in Waits-
burg they do people walking and throwing candy. Al-
though I like Waitsburgs I just like Walla Walla’s better 
in my opinion. In the parade there are going to be 
horses that are in Christmas colored Butts with glitter.
When there’s two days till Christmas the fire depart-
ment in Walla Walla has dinner and we do a prayer 
and a guy in a Santa suit gives presents to the kids with 
parents that are firefighters and my grandpa Rocky 
who asks us what we want for Christmas that is un-
der a hundred dollars. They also give bags with candy 
and candy canes with apples, peanuts with an orange 
for something healthy. Last year I didn’t go because 
we were really late so my mom gave us the presents. 
Some kids go in the trucks and I mostly hang out with 
my cousins until we get presents. The year before, I 
got a drawing set.
Some things I want for my Christmas list are socks, 
clothes, slippers, a new phone because I believe I can 
have one like my friend, phone case, blanket, books, 
crochet stuff, yarn, covers for wrestling shoes, and 
finally a decorason. All of those things are things I 
want, the socks and clothes I believe I need for things 
I need and things just to have like the book and cro-
chet stuff that would make me busy and not watch TV 
but I get to do something fun. I want a phone because 
I believe that I’m old enough to have one and I go to 
wrestling tournaments so while I wait I can do some-
thing. I wanted wrestling shoes because when I go to 
practises or tournaments I can put my shoes on at 
home and take the covers off and I can go on the mat 
in a second or I could be ready to go to the mat. And 
finally I wanted decoration because I want my room 
to look good and like I’m following the holidays.
On Christmas eve every year I go to my grandparents 
house and we have dinner there. There are presents 
that every person in the family buys presents for the 
grown ups and kids and we take a photo and we all 
take turns getting a present. After we have a dinosaur 
pinta  with a Christmas hat and we take turns hitting 
it and then we get what was in there. Lastly we do a 
money game and the kids choose a card and see how 
much money they get and so do the grown ups but 
the kids go first. Then we all say but and thank you 
and we leave for the night for Christmas day.
On Christmas day we wake up and we see if my little 
brother would find the elf that I or my brother hid. 
When my parents wake up we have breakfast and 
open presents. When we open the presents my mom 
videos us. After we open presents we open stockings 
and we get a few stuff we wanted and it’s mostly can-
dy that is in there. After we opened all of the stuff we 
had a Christmas lunch with my moms family.
 
My Perfect Christmas
By Azaliah
My perfect Christmas is go-
ing to be, well, perfect. Now 
picture this,we have this 
huge living room and last 
year we had a huge Christ-
mas tree and we are gonna 
get an even bigger one. Also, 
the tree is gonna have a fire-
place right next to it and on 
Christmas morning we can 
be nice and warm when we open the presents. Next, 
I am going to put 1 million lights and ornaments on 
the Christmas tree. That Christmas tree is going to be 
bright.
I can’t wait for Christmas. I think it would be cool to 
have one big present or a bunch of tiny ones, or if 
one big present isn’t enough Santa can give me a big 
one and a bunch of small ones, I don’t mind. Then, 
I would wake up to a lot of snow. It’s gonna be awe-
some. I really want this Christmas to be perfect. I also 
want one million toys and I don’t think I could name 
all of them, and I have two pages full of toys, ipads, 
and a lot of other things.
Do you know what the coolest thing of all is? We get 
to celebrate my sister’s birthday on Christmas Eve! 
Don’t tell my sister, but we are getting her this metal-
lic green truck. It’s so cool. I think that she is gonna 
love it.
I love this time of year because in my family we do se-
cret Santa. Last year I had to get a gift for my brother. 
All I gave him was cologne and Scooby Doo socks. Not 
too long ago we did another secret Santa thing and 
guess what, I got him again! I love this time of year 
because my siblings and I are gonna wake up my par-
ents at 4AM.
On Christmas Eve we go to my grandma’s house and 
she gets us gifts too. Last year I got a skateboard from 
her. My grandma brings the best gifts. She also makes 
the best soup with hominy. I love Christmas and ev-
erything that comes with it.
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Times Archive

"The Times" thanks the students, 
teachers, and staff from the 
Waitsburg School District, who 
contributed to the Christmas 
Special Edition this year. 
May all their holiday wishes 
come true.

Fifth Grade Teacher
Tracy Barron
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