
Thursday, December 11, 2025 - THE TIMES | 1

ONE DOLLARONE DOLLARSERV ING  WAITSBURG ,  DAYTON AND THE  TOUCHET  VALLEYSERV ING  WAITSBURG ,  DAYTON AND THE  TOUCHET  VALLEY Published Since 1878Published Since 1878

ThursdayThursday
December 11, 2025December 11, 2025

Vol. 148 No.  42Vol. 148 No.  42
www.waitsburgtimes.comwww.waitsburgtimes.com

News Briefs................. 
Lifestyles.....................
Legals.........................
Pioneer Portraits.........
Puzzles........................
Recipe.........................
Calendar.....................

2
4
4
6
7
7
8

INDEX

THIS 
WEEK

Cardinal fall sports 
awards

By Michele Smith |  THE TIMES

By Karen Huwe |  THE TIMES

PRIDE Awards
(see page 3) 

Cardinal BB
(see page 3) 

Hometown Xmas
(see page 5) 

DAYTON—The annual Port of Columbia Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) meeting held last 
week highlighted significant ongoing and potentially new proj-
ects for Columbia County.

Billikin Energy Center Consultant Michael Mullaly provided 
an overview of a dual-fuel combustion turbine generator facil-
ity for a site on the Snake River west of Starbuck. The proposed 
half-billion-dollar peaker power plant will boost power during 
high demand or power grid emergencies. There are 1,200 such 
facilities nationwide.

If built, the facility will tie in to the BPA Central Ferry sub-
station and provide additional power to Pacific Northwest utili-
ties, such as PGE, Avista, BPA, and PSE, as needed.

“There is a need to be able to call on a plant like this when ei-
ther the wind is not blowing or when demand exceeds supply,” 
he said.

Mullaly explained that natural gas and power from Wash-
ington state will fuel the 342-megawatt facility. In turn, it will 
produce enough electricity to power 342,000 homes.

The rationale for locating the plant in Columbia County is 
its proximity to Highway 261, undisturbed grazing land with 
industrial zoning, access to the TransCanada interstate natural 
gas pipeline, and rail access for biodiesel delivery. 

The permitting process is expected to begin in the first quar-
ter of 2026. Mullaly said construction will take 2 to 3 years and 
will provide approximately 140 jobs. When the plant is fully op-
erational by 2029 or 2030, it will employ 4 to 8 operations and 
maintenance personnel.

City of Dayton Public Works Director Ryan Paulson spoke 
about the $2.7 million Main Street Restriping and Reconfigu-
ration Project. When completed, there will be one lane going 
in each direction with a center turn lane throughout town, he 
said. 

Rapid-flashing beacons will be installed at Front St., First St., 
Third St., and Fourth St. Sidewalks on the Main Street Bridge 
will be widened, and bike lanes will be installed. Restriping will 
be done in 2026. The project will be paid for with a 95% grant 
and a 5% match from the City of Dayton. 

Katie Leid updated stakeholders regarding the Parks and 
Recreation Pool District and progress on building a community 
pool. See the Times newspaper dated Oct. 16, for details.

The Port’s Executive Director, Jennie Dickinson, provided 
updates on Blue Mountain Station, the short line railroad, Ly-
ons Ferry Marina, tourism, and broadband. She also praised 
city and county employees for completing the Fourth St. paving 
project and for plans to pave the entire Touchet River levee trail.

She also discussed economic indicators, stating news from 
the state employment security department was good. The un-
employment rate is only 4.2 percent, she said.

Dickinson said, “It made me feel so good about how well we 
are doing compared to the beginning of my career 25 years ago. 
Things really are better here. It’s still challenging, but they re-
ally are better.”

The tax base has declined, which Dickinson attributes to the 
devaluation of Columbia Pulp and 

CEDS meeting yields 
positive news for the 
county

CEDS - PAGE 2

WAITSBURG — Waitsburg High School held its annual fall 
sports awards on December 4.

Coach Vickie Hamann started the evening with awards for 
cheerleaders.  Mattilynn Carter was awarded MVP (Most Valu-
able Performer), Hope Adkins received the Most Spirit Award, 
and Madison Strickland was named Most Improved. Other fall 
cheerleaders who lettered were Sarah Daves, Karissa Potts, Ava 
Childers, and Chloe McCaw.

Hunter Wallace presented volleyball awards. Emma Hays 
was voted MVP, Cheri Mathews was named team leader, and 
Olivia Kiefel received the Most Improved Award. Volleyball pins 
were also presented to Ellie Teal, Sophia Castillo, Makaelyn 
Mikesell, Katy Allen, Shaunna Hilton, Joslin Nodine, and Em-
erson Underwood.

Coaches Gabe and Dane Kiefel recognized their players with 
pins, All-League Awards, and special awards voted on by the 
team.

Team players were Carter Barron, Uriah York, Liam Kiefel, 
Jake Lynch, Gavin Mikesell, Bryer Paul, Kyle Lindsay, Carsyn 
Pennington, Alex Zuniga, Gage Mynear, Camdyn Vories, JJ 
Gleason, Isa Reyes, Martin Vasquez, Koyen Fortune, Tucker 
Hamilton, Landen Henry, Graycen Teal, Jarod Hankins, Victor 
Whitmore, and Donovan Armstrong.

All-League athletes were presented medals: JJ Gleason for 
quarterback and defensive back, Jarod Hankins and Koyen For-
tune for defensive line, Martin Vasquez for linebacker, Isa Reyes 
for wide receiver, and Landen Henry for wide receiver.

Special Team Awards went to: Martin Vasquez for Cardinal 
of the Year and Special Teams Player of the Year, JJ Gleason for 
Offensive Player of the Year, Jarod Hankins for Defensive Player 
of the Year and Lineman of the Year, and Jake Lynch won Scout 
Player of the Year.

Photos Karen Huwe

Football players with All-League and Special Awards: (l-r)  Martin 
Vasquez, Jarod Hankins, Isa Reyes, Koyen Fortune, Landon Henry, 
JJ Gleason, and Jake Lynch.

Madison Strickson, Hope 
Adkins, and Mattilyn Carter 
received cheerleading awards.

Olivia Kiefel, Cheri Mathews, 
and Emma Hays were recog-
nized in volleyball.

Lane Gwinn

A generous donation of string lights ensured Waitsburg kids could decorate their bikes for the Christmas Parade. Charles Stranger, Becky Wilson, and Gloria Wilson 
helped outfit the bikes so the young riders coulld ride around the giant bike of lights created by Stranger.
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Due to a recent health issue with my husband 
and my continued care for my mother, Dave and I 
have had a challenge keeping up with our yard work. 
All was manageable until the leaves all fell into our 
yard after the first frost.

It was a huge comfort to be able to call on Nicole 
Abel’s Waitsburg FFA students to ask for help with 
leaf raking. In two visits, our front yard was leaf-free; 
the students had labored in true efficiency- my dad 
would have called it excellent workmanship.

This was a reminder of how important healthy, 
viable schools are to our community, and of the im-
portance of supporting our schools and children 
when a vote for a school levy or bond is on the ballot.

Not only do we have the FFA students, but we also 
have school sports teams, school concerts, and mu-
sic that entertain and inspire us.

Families are a critical part of economic health 
and vitality for Waitsburg; good schools are needed 
for new residents and business recruitment. Waits-
burg has great schools, teachers, coaches, and ad-
ministrators. We are truly fortunate in this small 
town; Waitsburg has big services.

Whether we have children in school or not, we 
know, not by a gene pool but by community, that 
these children belong to all of us. Please support our 
schools in every way possible. And thank a teacher!

Joy Marie Smith 
Waitsburg, Wash.

SPOKANE — Innovia Foundation’s annual Com-
munity Grants Program is currently accepting ap-
plications from nonprofit organizations serving 
Eastern Washington and North Idaho. Each year, 
this program awards more than $1 million to sup-
port a wide range of impact areas, including arts 
and culture, economic opportunity, education and 
youth development, health and wellbeing, and qual-
ity of life.

This year’s funding theme, “Building Stability 
and Belonging,” emphasizes support for programs 
that increase access to basic needs, including food, 
housing, healthcare, childcare, and education. Pro-
grams that build community and create inclusive 
spaces will also be proritized. 

“Innovia’s 2026 Community Grants are about 
meeting neighbors where they are today while in-
vesting in the connections that will sustain our re-
gion tomorrow,” says Shelly O’Quinn, CEO of Inno-
via Foundation. “By prioritizing both access to basic 
needs and programs that bring people together, we 
aim to reduce hardship, strengthen relationships, 
and ensure every person in our region feels support-
ed and connected.”

Organizations that apply by the early-bird dead-
line of January 9, 2026, will be automatically entered 
into a drawing to receive a $1,000 grant for general 
operating support. The final application deadline is 
February 6, 2026.

To learn more and apply for a grant, visit innovia.
org/apply-for-a-grant.

Innovia Foundation is a community foundation 
for Eastern Washington and North Idaho that part-
ners with people who want to improve their commu-
nities and make the world better. Each year, Innovia 
Foundation invests $14 million into our communi-
ties through grants and scholarships.

R E A L 
E S TAT E

C L A S S I F I E D S

Prescott Teachers’ Cottage
Duplex for Sale
202 W First, Prescott, WA 
99348
MLS number: 2436348
Contact David Corbett at 
Lloyds (509) 386-8550

Hiring: Special Ed Para for 
Waitsburg School District
We are recruiting for a Special 
Education Paraeducator 
to serve Waitsburg School 
District. This position is 35 
hours per week, school year 
schedule. $21.27 - $26.31 per 
hour, school year schedule. 
Apply online: www.esd112.org/
takeroot

H E L P 
WA N T E D

INNOVIA FOUNDATION 
OPENS 2026 COMMUNITY 
GRANTS ROUND

WAITSBURG TIMES LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

December 11: Carl Bak-
er, Robert Ezell, Tim 
Mayberry, Niko Matth-
ee, and Caleb Solis.
December 12: Ernest 
Brunson, John Archer, 
Allen Huwe, Chad Fry, 
Dawn Ronning, Patricia 
Thomas, Ben Antonius, 
and BethAn Wood.
December 13: Patsy We-
ber, Marilyn Wilson, Ele-
na Perry, Richard Done, 
Donald Thiery, and Hel-
en Duckworth.
December 14: Shirley 
Wilson, Joy Leisure, Su-
san Herion, Heather 
Harris, Jay Lewis, Sasha 

Sickles, Rick Turner, and 
Imbert Matthee.

December 15: Agnes 
VonCadow, Jason Hen-
derson, David Hevel Jr., 
Carl Smith Jr., Stacie 
Huwe, Rick Turner, and 
Betty Young.
December 16: Alaia 
Gagnon, Katie Ford, 
Perry Dozier, Saman-
tha Henze, Christopher 
Holmes, Lesli Crawford, 
and Kenna Larson.
December 17: Matthew 
Ted Baker, J Merle Bick-
elhaupt, Kerry O’Brien, 
Chelsea Logemann.

depreciation assess-
ments of the wind farms. 

“That is not the direction we want to go because 
what that means is our tax rates go up,” she said. “I’d 
say our county is ready for the Billikin renewable en-
ergy project at Starbuck. We could use another tax 
base boost.”

The birth rate, both nationally and locally, is 
plummeting. 

“Our future workforce is in question,” she 
quipped.

Housing in the county remains affordable. Ac-
cording to Dickinson, the median sales price for 
houses in 2025 was $277,900.

Dickinson identified eight pressures on the over-
all economy: competition with other states and pop-
ulation decline due to tax policy uncertainty; water 
quality and quantity; troubled insurance markets; 
monetary policy; federal trade policy; immigration 
policy; federal fiscal policy; and energy demand vs. 
supply.

At the end of the meeting, Dickinson reviewed 
the updated CEDS projects with the meeting’s at-
tendees, who voted on which would top their wish 
list for Columbia County.

Number one is the Dayton Pool and Community 
Center. 

Tied at number two were the Touchet Valley 
Trail/Walking Paths/Biking Path, and Affordable 
Housing/Workforce Housing/Mixed Use/2nd Floor 
Downtown Apartments/Temporary & Emergency. 

Main Street Safety (flashing lights for pedestri-
ans, adjusting traffic lanes) came in third.

CEDS - FROM PAGE 1

“Wicked: For Good”
 Two Weekends 

DAYTON: “Wicked: For Good” will play for two 
weekends, December 12 to 16 & 19 to 23. For two 
holiday seasons, “Wicked,” the Tony Award-winning 
musical, has become a gravity-defying cinematic 
sensation. 

After challenging the Wizard’s totalitarian re-
gime in Oz, Elphaba must grapple with her identity 
as the “Wicked Witch of the West”. At the same time, 
“Glinda the Good” is seen as the nation’s defender 
against Elphaba. The two witches must make deci-
sions that seal their fates in this second musical in-
stallment.

“Wicked: For Good” is being received by the au-
dience with a 93% approval rating. One viewer said, 
“Very creative how they crafted this story and incor-
porated all the aspects of ‘Wicked’ and ‘The Wizard 
of Oz.’ A very touching ending that brought tears to 
our eyes.” While the critics’ consensus stated, “Tak-
ing one last lap down the yellow brick road, ‘Wick-
ed: For Good’ has a darker tone and the unhurried 
pacing sometimes gets in the way, but the epic con-
clusion brings Elphaba and Glinda’s story home in 
rousing fashion.” 

The East Coast New Year’s Eve Celebration will 
return to the theater on December 31. There will be 
a special movie shown at 7 p.m., followed by hors 
d’oeuvres and a Champagne toast at 9 p.m. for “East 
Coast” New Year’s. More information later as details 
are worked out.

Mark your calendars for a Live Comedy com-
ing in January and the Washington State Premiere 
of “Doc Franklin Escapes Cambridge (An Artificial 
IntelliGent’s Adventure)” by Barbara Pease Weber. 
January 30 – February 1, 2026. More information to 
come, and tickets will go on sale in late December.

Announcing the 2026 Variety Show, “Hello. My 
name is…” A Variety Show. The songs and skits per-
formed are either named after someone or about a 
name, including “Hey Jude,” “Billie Jean,” and “Ce-
cilia.” Information night is January 7. Auditions 
are January 8 and 10. Rehearsals begin February 2. 
There will be two weeks of performances this year. 
April 17-19 and April 24-26.

THE TIMES
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O B I T UA R Y

NEWS NEWS 
C A R D I N A L  N E W S  b y  K a r e n  H u w e

February 5, 1940 – 
December 3, 2025) 

Mary Liebermann Phillips, nee 
Mary Margaret Liebermann, 
was born on February 5, 1940, 

and passed away on December 3, 
2025, at the age of 85. Mary was born 
in Santa Paula, California, to John and 
Elizabeth Liebermann and moved to 
the Waitsburg-Dayton area in the late 
1940s when her parents purchased 
land. 

Mary attended a two-room school-
house in Huntsville, Washington, from 
grades 2– 4 and then attended Waits-
burg schools, graduating from Waits-
burg High School in 1957. She attend-
ed Eastern Washington State College 
(now known as Eastern Washington 
State University), where she received 
both her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in teaching. 

Mary’s first teaching job was at 
Ephrata High School, Ephrata, Wash-
ington. Several years later, she was 
head of the Business Department at 
Big Bend Community College in Moses 
Lake, Washington. When she retired, 
she was Dean of the Business College 
at Edmonds Community College. 

Mary met Charles Bud Phillips in 

1974, when she bought him a glass of 
wine while out with friends. She used 
to say that it was probably the first time 
any woman delivered a glass of wine to 
a man in those days. She married Bud 
in 1977, and they made their home on 
Whidbey Island for many years. When 
the symptoms of Bud’s Lewy Body De-
mentia began to take their toll, they 
moved to Mary’s childhood home in 
Waitsburg for the last years of his life. 
He passed away in 2007. 

Mary became active in her Waits-
burg community in several ways, vol-
unteering with the Waitsburg 

Historical Society, the Waitsburg 
High School Alumni Association, and 
St. Mark’s Catholic Parish Altar Soci-
ety. A lifelong pet lover, she also had a 
special passion for the Blue Mountain 
Humane Society. Donations in her 
name to any of these nonprofits would 
be a fitting tribute. 

In addition to her husband, Bud, 
she is preceded in death by one step-
daughter, Debra Phillips, and she is 
survived by one stepdaughter, Danna 
Syltebo Anderson. She was beloved as 
Grandma Mary to Danna and Deb-
ra’s children, and she was Aunt Mary 
to several nieces and nephews. Mary 
is also survived by her brother, John 
Liebermann, of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and special caregiver and 
close friend, Kathy Schirm, of Dayton, 
Washington. 

The service will be held at a later 
date at St. Mark Catholic Parish.

Mary will be missed dearly by all 
who knew her.  

Mary 
Liebermann 
Phillips

WAITSBURG — The Waitsburg Elementary School held this month’s PRIDE 
Assembly on Friday, December 5. Two students from each class were presented 
awards for Integrity, the “I” in PRIDE. 

The 5th-grade class won the Best Attendance in November Award. The Best 
Attendance for Quarter One Award went to the 3rd-grade class.

Courtesy photo

(back row l-r): 2nd graders Brooklyn Gascon and Elodie Botts, 3rd grade Michael 
Vance, 5th grade Amelia Nesje and 4th grade Vaida Langford
(middle row l-r): 6th graders Malcolm Ledford and Ryleigh Fabian, 5th grade Bridg-
er Abel, 3rd grade Elizabeth Hays
(front row l-r) 1st grade Chloe Abel, Kindergarteners Lillian Cole and James Griffen, 
1st grade Alayna Dean, 4th grade Levi Dean

Waitsburg High School started December with 
three games in four days. On Wednesday, December 
3, the Cardinals’ varsity boys beat Prescott, the var-
sity girls lost to the Tigers, and the junior varsity (JV) 
boys lost to Walla Walla Valley Academy. On Friday, 
all three Cardinal teams fell to Pomeroy, and on Sat-
urday at Garfield-Palouse, the Cardinals went home 
without a win.

In the first game on the 3rd, the JV boys lost 41-
20 against the Knights. Camdyn Vories led the team 
with 10 points, Carsyn Pennington scored four, Liam 
Kiefel had three, Victor Whitmore had two, and Car-

ter Barron scored one.
The Lady Cardinals lost to Prescott 33-18. Au-

drey Kiefel scored seven, Cheri Mathews five, Olivia 
Kiefel three, Addison Crenshaw had two, and Kayla 
Kuykendall got one.

The varsity boys started off a little rusty, but 
stayed the course and won 65-36 against the Tigers. 
Blake Benevides scored 30 points, Paco Kenney had 
10 points, JJ Gleason 13, Logan Seal four, and Landon 
Henry, Liam Kiefel, Alex Zuniga, and Carter Barron 
scored two points each.

Against Pomeroy on December 5, the varsity 
girls lost 33-18. Olivia Kiefel had eight points and 
16 rebounds, Cheri Mathews four points and six 
rebounds, Audrey Kiefel four points, and Joslin No-
dine two points and six rebounds.

The varsity boys fell to the Pirates 49-30. “The 
boys played hard, getting used to a new defense. 

But I think as they see they are genuinely compet-
ing with these top programs, a spark will be lit to go 
steal a couple of those games,” said Coach Wallace. 

 
At Garfield-Palouse (GP) on December 6, the Lady 

Cardinals lost 54-12.   Audrey Kiefel scored 6, Oliv-
ia Kiefel had four, and Kayla Kuykendall scored two 
points.

“The girls are playing together as a team. They 
are having a lot of fun this year and soaking up all 
the information they can to continue to improve,” 
said Coach Waggoner. 

The Cardinal boys lost at GP 72-34. “We went on 
runs, and they went on runs, but we couldn’t get re-
bounds, and we had a lot of unforced errors to make 
what was a competitive game look like a blowout,” 
said Wallace.

(left) -- JV boys on defense against 
Pomeroy on December 5 (l-r):  #3 
Gavin Mikesell, #12 Carsyn Pen-
nington, #4 Camydn Vories, #30 
Carter Barron.

A BUSY 4 DAYS FOR 
WAITSBURG HS BASKETBALL

#12 Paco Kenney soars for the rebound - #2 JJ Gleason, #4 Landen 
Henry, #32 Juca Beckman, #5 Logan Seal

Karen Huwe 

Cheri Mathews jumps for the opening tip against Prescott, #0 Yaneli Flores on the right.

PRIDE AWARDS FOR INTEGRITY
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L E G A L  N O T I C E S
Summons: Notice about 
a Marriage or Domestic 

Partnership 
Superior Court of Washington, 
County of Walla Walla 
No. 2530019736 
In re the marriage / domestic 
partnership of:  
Petitioner (person who started 
this case): LeAnne Janae 
Fackler 
And Respondent (other 
spouse/partner): Jeremy John 
Bye  
Summons: Notice about a 
Marriage or Domestic Part-
nership 
To the Respondent: Your 
spouse/domestic partner (the 
Petitioner) started a case 
asking the court to end your 
marriage. 
Petitioner’s Address for 
Service: 
707 SE Landen Dr 
College Place, WA 99324 
Court’s Address for filling: 
Superior Court of Washington, 
County of Walla Walla 
PO Box 836 
315 W Main St 
Walla Walla, WA 99362-0259 
You must respond in writing for 
the court to consider your side.  
Deadline! Your Response must 
be served on Petitioner within 
20 days of the date you were 
served this Summons (60 days 
if you were served outside of 
Washington State). If the case 
has been filed in court, you 
must also file your Response 
by the same deadline. 
If you do not file and serve 
your Response or a Notice of 
Appearance by the deadline:  
No one has to notify you about 
other hearings in this case, 
and  
The court may approve the 
Petitioner’s requests without 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON  
FOR THE COUNTY OF WAL-
LA WALLA 
NO: 25-4-00067-36 
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS 
In the Matter of the Estate of: 
ROSALIO SANDOVAL CAR-
BAJAL, 
Deceased. 
Notice is Hereby Given that 
the undersigned has been 
appointed Administrator. 
All persons having claims 
against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers 
attached, to the undersigned 
Administrator at c/o Christine 
M. Wallace, 801 South Main, 
Milton-Freewater, OR  97862, 
within four months after the 
first date of publication of this 
notice, or the claims may be 
barred. 
All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceedings 
may obtain additional infor-
mation from the records of the 
court, the Administrator, or the 
attorney for the Administrator, 
Christine M. Wallace. 
Dates of publication: Decem-
ber 11, 18, and 25, 2025 
Administrator: 
/s/ Margarita Graciela Carbajal 
Attorney for Administrator: 
Christine Wallace 
801 South Main 
Milton-Freewater, OR  97862 
(541) 938-3379 
The Times 
December 11, 18, 25, 2025 
12-11-a

hearing your side. (This is 
called a default judgment.)  
Lawyer not required. It is a 
good idea to talk to a lawyer, 
but you may file and serve 
your Response without one. 
Follow these steps: 
1) Read the Petition and any 
other documents you receive 
with this Summons. These 
documents explain what Peti-
tioner is asking for.  
2) Fill out the Response on 
one of these forms: 
Response to Petition about a 
Marriage (FL Divorce 211) if 
you are married, or 
Response to Petition about a 
Registered Domestic Partner-
ship (FL Divorce 212) if you 
are a domestic partner. 
You can get the response and 
other forms at: 
The Washington State Courts’ 
website: www.courts.wa.gov/
forms 
Washington Law Help: www.
washingtonlawhelp.org, or 
The Superior Court Clerk’s 
office or county law library (for 
a fee). 
3) Serve (give) a copy of your 
Response to Petitioner at the 
petitioner’s address for service 
listed above. 
4) File your original Response 
with the clerk of the court at 
the court’s address for filing 
listed above. 
/s/ LeAnne Janae Fackler, 
Petitioner 
Signed: October 16, 2025 
This summons is issued pur-
suant to RCW 4.28.180 and 
Superior Court Civil Rule 4.1 
of the State of Washington. 
The Times 
November 6, 13, 20, 27, De-
cember 4, 11, 2025 
11-6-d 

The Waitsburg Commercial Club would like to thank all the volunteers 
who made the 40thAnnual Hometown Christmas another 

“one of a kind” Waitsburg Event.
Kimberly Smith, Dean Smith dba Smith Craft – Vendors & Town Hall activities 

Tom Elstrom – Parade Chair
Susan Tarver – Parade Assistant Chair

Dane Henze – Parade lineup, Main Street banners, and lights 
Tom House – Parade lineup, traffic control 

Doug Biolo – Barracade placement
Jim Strawn – Barricade placement

Waitsburg Fire Department – Main Street lights and Christmas Tree
City of Waitsburg – Parade insurance, barricades, and the new Ice Rink

WSDOT – Highway closure, permitting, signage 
Nicole Abel & Waitsburg FFA – Main Street Christmas trees and contest

Kate Hockersmith and the TVAMP musicians
Beka Adams Compton – Parade leader and flag carrier

David Long, dba, Walla Walla DJ LLC – Parade announcer
Pat Gleason – Santa chauffer

Parade traffic monitors:

A special thanks to our own Waitsburg Santa Claus, and spon-
sors Elk Drug, Banner Bank, and theWaitsburg Commercial 
Club.  For Waitsburg info – www.waitsburgcommercialclub.org

Ross Hamann
Fred Hamann

Iver Cox
Louie Gagnon

Neil Henze

Jim Romine
Robert Myrick

Allen Huwe
Andrew Knee

Waitsburg
HomeTownChristmas

Photos by Karen Huwe 

(above) Dusty Britches owners, Hans & Noelle, had lots of good food at Town Hall.

(left) Lincoln Stahl found some treats to purchase

WAITSBURG — The 40th Annual Hometown 
Christmas brought holiday activities throughout 
town over the weekend. The fun started on Friday 
with a soft opening of the city’s skate park. The syn-
thetic ice rink was free for skaters of all ages, includ-
ing the use of skates. The city held the official rib-
bon-cutting ceremony on Saturday. 

At Town Hall, vendors offered a variety of gifts 
from local businesses and craftspeople. Dusty 
Britches Farms served a wide menu of tasty treats, 
including biscuits and gravy, potato-and-sausage 
soup, chili, hot dogs, and desserts. Kids decorated 

cookies and met the Grinch, Spider-Man, and Rumi. 
On Sunday, the bluegrass musicians from TVAMP 
entertained the crowd at Town Hall. 

Simply Sawdust, The Press Room, Wolfling Cof-
fee, Gaudy Gals, and Dave Tipton’s Photography Stu-
dio showcased the unique shopping opportunities 

available in Waitsburg. 
The weather was windy, cold, but dry. The parade 

began at 5 p.m. with over 20 lighted entries, includ-
ing the giant bike, naughty dogs, chandelier-topped 
float, and lots of kids. 

(above) Waitsburg Councilman Jim Romine, Mayor Marty Dunn, City Clerk Randy Hinchliffe, Walla Walla County 
Commissioner Bertha Clayton, Park and Rec Commissioner Wendy Carter, City Councilwoman Jillan Henze and 
Central Washington Outreach Director Rick Evans from Senator Maria Cantwell office was at the ribbon cutting 
to open the new Waitsburg Skate Park on Saturday.

(left) Royal Block co-owner, Tiina Jaatinen, took a spin at the new rink, proving Waitsburg’s newest park activity is 
fun for all ages.

Hometown 
Christmas on ice
By Lane Gwinn |  THE TIMES
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Waitsburg’s Hometown 
Parade of Lights

Newlyweds Jim and Janice warmed up at the Royal 
Block before joining the parade procession.

Columbia County’s 150th Year Celebration float passed by Wolfling Coffee.

Photos by Lane Gwinn

The Gaudy Gals, Kimi Bruzas and Lori Sharp Davis, brought their brand of glitz and 
glamour to Main Street.

Beka Compton led the the parade, presenting the flag in front of the Plaza Theater 
during the National Anthem.

Charles Stranger powered his 45’, 1,200 pound, bike of lights, surrounded by enthusiastic kids riding bikes lit with strands of lights.

A fleet of cars and trucks covered in holiday lights danced down 
Main Street.

Santa was chauffeured by Cindy Lou Who during the parade. He wrapped up the parade wishing 
the crowd a very Merry Christmas.

LIFESTYLESLIFESTYLES
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FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES
P I O N E E R  P O R T R A I T S

Fifteen Years Ago
December 9, 2010

[photo caption] Members of the Waitsburg 
Boy Scouts Troop #336 pet Cougar, the icon-
ic feline fixture at the Waitsburg Hardware & 
Mercantile Store. Each year, the troop picks a 
service project and this year they are collecting 
pet food for the store’s animal adoption pro-
gram and that of the Blue Mountain Humane 
Society in Walla Walla through Dec. 17. From 
left to right; Seamus House, Tom House, Koby 
Harris, Cason Nichols, Wyatt Matthews and 
Brayden Wood want you to bring your donated 
pet food of any kind to the hardware store. For 
more information, call Christy House at (509) 
337-6009.

Twenty-Five Years Ago
December 7, 2000

Charlee Long, daughter of Jake and Michelle 
Long, carried the flag Sunday evening to lead 
the Hometown Christmas Parade, termed by 
many, as the best yet. The weather was chilly 
but dry. Participants included Joseph, Mary 
on Archie, and one reluctant sheep; Jr. High 
marching band; Mid-Columbia Irish Wolf 
Hound Club; Days of Real Sport float with 
Queen Melissa Cole and Princesses Sarah 
Huether and Ann Froese; 4 Paws Dog Obedi-
ence Club; Commercial Club float; Peach Island 
Riders from Milton-Freewater; Frank Thomas 
and grandkids; Jack McCulloch representing 
For Wall Walla Museum; Fields Gulch VW Bug 
Club; Des Witt and Debbie Fortner; Rainbow 
Girls float; Baker-Boyer Bank float, two units; 
Waitsburg Ambulance, 2 units; Waitsburg 
FFA, five four-wheelers; and the Seventh Street 
Ranchero Club with Bill Thompson and Jessie 
Winnett. They “only do parades.” All units were 
lighted and added a real sparkle to the evening.

Fifty Years Ago
December 11, 1975

Waitsburg Council discussed the de-
tails, then passed a preliminary budget of 
$286,547.50 for the 1976 year. Some of the 
items that came up during the discussion were 
in relationship to the revenue from rentals at 
the Days of Real Sport, the proposed replace-
ment lines to a pair of city wells, and a possi-
ble CB unit for the city. Another item the City 
pondered was whether to make a charge to the 
Waitsburg Ambulance Service for lights, heat 
and storage for the ambulance. Council hears a 
report indicating progress on the sewage plant 
study being conducted by Cheng Chang, engi-
neer with Gray and Osborne, Yakima. Bids for a 
new solid waste truck will be called for on Jan-
uary 7, 1976. A short discussion of abandoned 
cars on the County lot in downtown Waitsburg 
was held. It was agreed to contact the owner. 
Council will meet with Fire District Number 
2 to write up a plan or agreement concerning 
the city’s share in the pension plan. Council felt 
that the agreement between the City and Dis-
trict 2 should be formalized. 

Seventy-Five Years Ago
December 15, 1950

A new neon sign was installed Monday for 
the Waitsburg Variety and Gift Shop. The store 
now operated by Mr. and Mrs. Jess Johnson was 
formerly known as Ritter’s Variety. 

Thirty-four attended the party last Friday 
evening for the Presbyterian Young Couples at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Seaton, who 
were assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Roy Leid.

One Hundred Years Ago
December 18, 1925

J. W. Warren recently sold three cars of po-
tatoes to the Walla Wals Produce Co. at a good 
price.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago
December 21, 1900

Chas Jones and Fred Rinehart sold 2,800 
bushels of blue stem wheat to the Preston-Par-
ton Mill Co. on Tuesday for 42 cents per bushel 
f.o.b.

The quarantine was raised from the resi-
dence of J. G. Evanson Wednesday morning, 
that case of smallpox having entirely recov-
ered. Our city now has no cases of smallpox.
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 PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES
MY RECIPES
Luke Chavez

In a flash, another holiday sea-
son has arrived and it’s the time of 
year where gatherings are centered 
around warm kitchens. To prepare, 
I’ve gathered recipes throughout 
the year to add to my seasonal en-
tertaining repertoire. Some of my 
favorites are crowd-pleasing and 
unique appetizers. These English 
style sausage rolls, with plenty of 
savory herbal flavor, are perfect for 
dipping in a sweet and tart cran-
berry relish. 

Ingredients:
For the relish:
½ can cranberry sauce, whole berry
¼ cup red wine
Zest of one orange
1 cinnamon stick
1 star anise, whole
Pinch of nutmeg
Pinch of salt
For the rolls:
1 Package puff pastry
1 pound pork sausage
2 tablespoons fresh sage, minced
1 tablespoon fresh rosemary, minced
1 tablespoon onion powder
½ teaspoon fresh ground black pepper
¼ teaspoon ground white pepper
¼ teaspoon ground clove
¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg
Salt
1 egg, beaten
Sesame seeds, (optional)
Directions:
Thaw the puff pastry according to the package directions. Set aside. 

Prepare two baking sheets by lining with parchment paper, or lightly 
greasing. 

Make the relish. Combine cranberry sauce, red wine, orange zest, 
spices, and salt in a small saucepan. Place pan over medium heat and 
bring mixture to a simmer. Cook for 5 to 10 minutes until slightly thick-
ened. Taste for seasoning, adding more salt if needed. Remove from heat 
and let cool.

Make the rolls: In a mixing bowl, combine the pork sausage, sage, 
rosemary, black pepper, white pepper, clove, nutmeg, and season gener-
ously with salt to taste. Stir to evenly combine. Cover and let rest in the 
refrigerator for at lest 20 minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Lightly flour a work surface. Open 
the puff pastry. Packages usually come with two 10-inch square sheets 
of pastry. Cut each square in half, making four 5-inch by 10-inch rect-
angles. 

Remove sausage filling from the fridge and divide into four portions. 
Roll each portion into a long log shape, about 1-inch in thick. Place logs 
of sausage in center of each puff pastry rectangle the long way. Gently 
stretch and shape so that the sausage extends all the way to the ends. 
Brush the egg wash along the long edges of the rectangle, then roll pastry 
over sausage and place seam side down on a cutting board. Place cutting 
board in the refrigerator and chill rolled logs for 20 to 30 minutes.

Remove from the fridge. Brush the tops of each long roll with egg 
wash, then use a sharp knife to cut each log into 6 to 8 pieces. If using 
sesame seeds, dip each cut edge of rolls in sesame seeds. Alternatively, 
you could sprinkle sesame seeds over the top of each roll. Place rolls on 
prepared baking sheets, seam side down. Bake in hot oven until pastry is 
golden and the sausage is cooked through, about 20 to 25 minutes, rotat-
ing pans halfway through the baking. 

Notes:
Store bought puff pastry is among my favorite shortcuts available in 

the freezer section of most grocery stores. However, for the ambitious 
home cook, try making your own puff pastry. Look for recipes for a 
“quick” or “rough” puff pastry. 

This makes a festive appetizer that is perfect for holiday gatherings. 
Along with the cranberry relish I also served these sausage rolls with a 
side of hot mustard topped with chopped chives. 

Enjoy.

Sausage Rolls and 
Cranberry Relish

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

This recipe was originally published in the November 16, 2023 issue.
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Community Calendar

WAITSBURG MONTHLY MEETINGS
Waitsburg City Council
Third Wednesday of each month @ 7 
p.m. at City Hall. 
Planning Commission
Second Friday of the month @ 10 a.m. @ 
City Hall and on Zoom. 

Waitsburg School Board 
Third Thursday of every month @ 6 p.m. at the Waits-
burg Elementary School Library.
Zoom info is available at Waistburgsd.org by emailing 
waitsburgcc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Home and School Association – First 
Wednesday of each month, 6:30 p.m. at the Waitsburg 
Elementary School Library. All parents, school district 
staff, and community members are welcome. 

Waitsburg Historical Society
Third Thursday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ Weller Public Library
Waitsburg Booster Club
First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m. @ High School Home Ec. 
room
Waitsburg Parks and Recreation Public Meeting
First Thursday of the month, 6 p.m. @ Waitsburg City Hall
Info email: info@waitsburgparks.org 
Weller Public Library 
Board of Trustees 
Second Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m. 
@ Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Friends of the Weller Public Library
Second Tuesday of the month, @ 7:15 
p.m.
Waitsburg Commercial Club
This month, December 19 @ Ten Ton Art @noon. Zoom info is 
available by emailing waitsburgcc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Resource Center
Community Food Bank
Thursdays, 2 – 4 p.m. Food Donations
106 ½ Preston Ave
Waitsburg Christian Church
Drop-off and pick-up Clothing Donation Center upstairs at 604 
Main Street

DAYTON & COLUMBIA COUNTY MEETINGS
Board of Columbia County Commissioners
Regular meetings - First and third Monday of the month @ 9 a.m.
Work sessions - Second and fourth Monday of each month @ 9 a.m.
Call-in information available at https://www.columbiaco.
com/114/County-Commissioners
Dayton City Council
Second Tuesday of the month @ 6 p.m.
Call-in information available at:
https://www.daytonwa.com/54-inside-city-hall/city-council 

Dayton School Board
First and third Wednesday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ 
Dayton High School auditorium 
DHS Alumni Meeting 
Every Third Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. 
Dayton Eagles on Main St. Dayton. 

The Coalition for Youth and Families
Second Tuesday of the month @ noon @ The Port of Columbia - 1 
Port Way, Dayton, Wash.
Columbia County Public Hospital Dist. Board of Commissioners
Fourth Wednesday of the month @ 9 a.m. Call (509) 382-2531 for 
information.
Dayton Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting
Third Monday of the month @ 7 p.m. Delany room and Zoom 
Meeting ID: 852 3836 3787
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85238363787
Columbia County Parks and Recreation Pool District 
Regular Board Meetings are held on the last Thursday of each 
month, 5 p.m. @ Columbia County Fire District Conference Room
Dayton Kiwanis Club Meeting 
Second and fourth Thursday @ Noon
Hybrid in-person meetings at the Delany 
Library with online Zoom available. 
PRESCOTT MEETINGS
Prescott Joint Park & Rec District (PJPRD) Monthly meetings for 
2024 are 2nd Thursday of each month, @ 6 p.m.
Prescott School District Board of Directors Meeting
4th Thursday of each month, @ 6 p.m. @ Prescott School Multi-Pur-
pose, room 401, and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 846 7687 9995
STARBUCK MEETINGS 
Starbuck City Council
2nd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at Starbuck City Hall

Thursday, Dec. 11
Breakfast

Pancake on a stick
Lunch

Chicken Alfredo
Breadstick
Fruit and Vegetable

Friday, Dec. 12
Breakfast

Breakfast Burrito
Lunch

Pepperoni or Cheese Pizza
Fruit & Vegetable

Monday, Dec. 15
Breakfast

Breakfast Pizza
Lunch

Hamburger
Tater Tots
Fruit & Vegetable

Tuesday, Dec. 16
Breakfast

Biscuits & Gravy
Lunch

Nachos
Fruit & Vegetables

Wednesday, Dec. 17
Breakfast

Ultimate Breakfast Round
Lunch

Turkey Sandwich
Fruit & Vegetable

WAITSBURG SENIOR 
CENTER
504 Main Street
11 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 16 
Cabbage Roll Casserole
Cookie
MOW: Vegetable
Salad, Fruit
IN HOUSE: Salad bar

WAITSBURG SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

Lunches


