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OLYMPIA — A divided Supreme Court on Monday, August 24, 
2026, allowed the Trump administration to move forward with 
plans to restrict mail-in voting before the midterm elections. The 
emergency order stayed one of two injunctions issued by a lower 
court that prevented the federal government from implementing 
the new regulations. 

Two lawsuits, one brought by the League of Women Voters 
and the second filed by states, challenged the president’s execu-
tive order. The Supreme Court ruling only addressed the states’ 
lawsuit

The Court did not rule on the merits or constitutionality of 
the President’s executive order restricting mail. Instead, it de-
termined that the states’ injunction was premature because the 
final rule had not been published. 

Trump’s executive order, issued in March of this year, direct-
ed the Department of Homeland Security to compile a list of 
citizens eligible to vote and called for the U.S. Postal Service to 
accept ballots only from voters on those lists.

With less than two months until Election Day, and even less 
time before early voting begins in many states, it is unclear if the 
executive order’s rules could be implemented. 

All counties in Washington state have voted by mail since 
2011. 

“The Office of the Secretary of State remains committed to 
defending Washington’s constitutional authority to administer 
our elections,” said Washington Secretary of State Steve Hobbs. 
“These actions are an unconstitutional intrusion into state-run 
elections, and we will continue to fight them.”

The U.S. Postal Service is set to publish its final rule on 
Wednesday. The full text is available now for public review. The 
second injunction that the Supreme Court did not rule on pre-
vents the USPS from implementing the rule for the November 
election. However, if the Court issues a stay for that injunction, it 
will go into effect immediately.

The final rule would place significant burdens on county 
elections offices and the Office of the Secretary of State ahead of 
the upcoming midterm elections. 

“These last-minute requirements would place significant 
burdens on state and county election officials at a time when our 
resources are already strained,” said Hobbs. “Our focus should 
be on administering a secure, accurate, and accessible election 
for Washington voters, not implementing unnecessary federal 
requirements just weeks before ballots are mailed. We will con-
tinue to fight these unconstitutional actions to ensure that elec-
tions in Washington are free and fair.”

The U.S. Constitution gives the states and Congress respon-
sibility for regulating federal elections. Known as the Elections 
Clause, Article I, Section 4 of the Constitution, empowers states 
to determine the “times, places and manner” of holding federal 
elections, while Congress has the power to “make or alter” such 
rules. According to the Library of Congress, the President does 
not have any constitutional authority over elections and cannot 
pass legislation or unilaterally rewrite voting rules through ex-
ecutive orders. The presidency is limited to enforcing existing 
federal laws passed by Congress. 

ONE DOLLARONE DOLLARSERV ING  WAITSBURG ,  DAYTON AND THE  TOUCHET  VALLEYSERV ING  WAITSBURG ,  DAYTON AND THE  TOUCHET  VALLEY Published Since 1878Published Since 1878

ThursdayThursday
August 27, 2026August 27, 2026
Vol. 149 No.  27Vol. 149 No.  27

www.waitsburgtimes.comwww.waitsburgtimes.com

News Briefs................. 
Sports.........................
Pioneer Portraits.........
Puzzles........................
Legals.........................
Calendars....................

2
5
6
7
4
3,8

INDEX

THIS 
WEEK

By Justin Jaech |  THE TIMESBy Lane Gwinn |  THE TIMES

RYES Event this Sunday
(see page 4) 

A Tribute to Dolly
(see page 2) 

Pioneer Portraits
(see page 6) 

DAYTON — The Dayton School Board met in the High 
School Library at 6:32 p.m. on August 19, 2026. Superinten-
dent Jeremy Wheatley, Board Chair Jeffrey McCowen, and 
Board members Ryan Paulson, Pat Davidson, Aneesha Dieu, 
and Grant Griffin were present.

As its first order of business, the board approved the con-
sent agenda, which included the approval of the last meeting’s 
minutes, accounts payable and payroll, the personnel report, 
the Perkins Grant Assurances for the next school year, and ap-
proval of a $2,000 donation to the FFA Chapter from NW Grain 
Growers. The personnel report listed only three resignations: 
Joe Howard as MS Girls Basketball Coach, Stacy Startin as bus 
driver, and Darby Souza as Elementary ASB Advisor.

Wheatley said that the day before the meeting, all the staff 
returned to work and conducted training. The new staff mem-
bers were welcomed during this training:

•	 Beth Pruiett – Special Education Teacher
•	 Shawney Garbe – Special Education Paraprofessional
•	 John Williams – Special Education Paraprofessional
•	 Carrie Abel – Special Education Paraprofessional
•	 Tawnya Johnson – Fourth Grade Elementary Teacher
•	 Chris Farrell – Groundskeeper
•	 Brooklyn Laughery – Student Teacher
Wheatley said the theme for the coming school year is col-

laboration, culture, and controlling what we can, while man-
aging what we cannot.

Wheatley spoke about redistribut-
ing the workload for the administrative 
staff, including tasks once performed by 
Suzi Tasker, who resigned at the end of 
the last school year. For example, Shan-
non James will be handling communi-
cations, including the website.

The board discussed with Wheatley 
the hiccups, snags, and advantages of 
the new version of Skyward, which was 
just implemented. Skyward is the soft-
ware that runs the school system, from 
accounting to student grades and atten-
dance.

The board approved the dairy and 
heating oil/fuel bids for the next school 
year.

Wheatley led a discussion on strate-
gic planning, debriefing what had been 
discussed during the board’s retreat.

The board decided that strategic plan 
training would be essential and directed 
Wheatley to request bids from providers 
to conduct training. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

Karen Huwe 

WHS football team: (back row l-r): Jake Lynch, Alex Zuniga, Carter Barron, JJ Gleason, Liam Kiefel, Carsyn Pennington, Landen Henry, Gavin Harrison, Andrew Gillium
(front row l-r):  Gage Mynear, Abel Creeley, Carson Scott, Arrow Groom, Uriah York (not pictured: Dylan Gutierrez). Story on page 5.

Dayton Schools 
restructuring 
administrative 
workload

Times Archive

(above) Super-
intendent Jason 
Wheatley.
(below) Amy Cox 
is now the K - 12 
Principal. 

Status of Washington’s 
mail-in voting left un-
settled after Supreme 
Court ruling
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Hiring: Special Ed Paraeducators
We have 2 openings for Special Edu-
cation Paras in the Waitsburg School 
District. Positions are 35-36.25 hours per 
week and work a school year schedule. 
$21.27 - $26.69 per hour full salary 
range. Apply online: www.schooljobs.
com/careers/esd112/jobs/5450965

H E L P  WA N T E D
C L A S S I F I E D S

“THE BRINK OF WAR” 
AUGUST 28 – SEPTEMBER 1 

DAYTON — In “The Brink of War.” President Ron-
ald Reagan (Jeff Daniels) races to salvage a deal with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev (Jarod Harris) that 
could dismantle nuclear arsenals. With pressure 
mounting on all sides, every word spoken brings the 
world closer to peace or destruction. Rated PG for 
language, thematic elements, and smoking, with a 
runtime of 120 minutes.

A RottenTomatoes.com critic wrote, “‘The Brink 
of War,’ writer-director Michael Russell Gunn chron-
icles the Reykjavík Summit, offering fascinating his-
torical and political perspectives into the talks, their 
ultimate collapse, and the shaky trust that grew be-
tween the two leaders.”  The audience gave a rating 
of 89% and said, “a subtle, intriguing, breathtaking 
film with top-tier acting.” 

Tickets are now on sale for “The Last Picture 
Shows” screening on Thursday, September 10 at 7 
p.m. 

Filmmaker Rustin Thompson journeys into the 
American West on a search for traces of what was 
once a center of small-town life: the movie theater. 
“The Last Picture Shows” is not only a timely portrait 
of an industry in crisis, one facing the headwinds of 
consolidation, streaming, and the diminishing the-
atrical experience, but it also reminds viewers that 
even in vast cinema deserts, there are oases of com-
munity and gathering that remain, where the movie 
house continues to be a place of wonder, contempla-
tion, and connection. The Liberty Theater and the 
Milton Freewater Drive-In are included in the film. 
Tickets are $10 for general admission at libertythe-
ater.org or at the Box Office Tuesday and Friday from 
2-5.

“Manhattan Short Film Festival” is bringing 10 
films from 10 different countries. On September 25-
29, 2026, the Liberty will be one of four theaters in 
Washington State to show the film festival, when 
over 100,000 film lovers worldwide, in over 500 cities 
on six continents, will view and vote on the finalists’ 
films. All 10 finalists’ films will be shown each night 
during regular movie times and at regular movie 
prices. More details to come.

Upcoming Movies: “The Brink of War” August 
28-September 1, “The Magic Faraway Tree” Septem-
ber 4-8, “Practical Magic 2” September 11-15 (Open-
ing Weekend) and September 18-22, “Manhattan 
Short Film Festival” September 25 – 29. Schedule is 
always subject to change.

THE TIMES

SCHRAM PREPARED FOR WW 
SHERIFF

To the Editor,
I was thrilled to see Richard Schram file to run for 

Walla Walla County Sheriff. He has been preparing 
for this role for years.

Throughout my eleven years on College Place City 
Council, I have watched Richard serve as a Sheriff’s 
Office representative and take on increasingly sig-
nificant leadership responsibilities. He has worked 
under three sheriffs, learning what works and, more 
importantly, what doesn’t.

Richard understands how budgets and collective 
bargaining agreements work. He knows how to lead 
deputies from different backgrounds, and has made 
the effort to stay active, present, and engaged. He 
asks questions, listens, speaks up when something 
isn’t right, and knows how to pivot when plans inev-
itably change.

Richard also understands that the Sheriff’s Of-
fice doesn’t operate in a silo. He works to build and 
maintain strong, collaborative relationships with 
other local agencies and understands what it will 
take to serve this demanding role well.

I have been proud to introduce Richard to people 
throughout the valley and am grateful for the op-
portunity to ask you to support him with me. He has 
done the work, gained the experience, and is ready 
to lead. Richard Schram is ready to be our Sheriff.

Heather Schermann
College Place, Wash.

I am proud to support Richard Schram for 
Walla Walla County Sheriff, based not only on 
his superior law enforcement and leadership ex-
perience, but also on the person I have come to 
know through his involvement in our community. 
Richard consistently shows up, and it is not limit-
ed to campaign season. Look through the Sheriff’s 
Office posts, and you will notice he is always there, 
supporting the community and the deputies.  

Richard has consistently attended community 
events, taking the time to speak with residents, and 
genuinely listening to their concerns. 

More importantly, he uses that feedback to make
meaningful charges based on the needs of 
of the people he serves. Richard sincerely cares 
about Walla Walla County and the safety of every-
one who lives here. 

He understands that being Sheriff requires more 
than overseeing law enforcement operations. It re-
quires building relationships, earning trust, listen-
ing to residents, and remaining accessible and ac-
countable to the community.

Richard is the kind of leader our community 
deserves. With his education, experience, demon-
stated leadership, and strong community relation-
ships, Richard is prepared to serve effectively as 
our next sheriff.

Together, these qualities are why Richard 
Schram has my full and enthusiastic support for 
Walla Walla County Sheriff.

Kathy Berg
Burbank, Wash.

SUPPORT FOR SCHRAM

THE TIMESTHE TIMES

THE TIMES

WAITSBURG — The iconic musician Dolly Parton 
passed away on Tuesday, August 25. She lived an ex-
emplary life of art, love, and generosity. This extraor-
dinary woman’s vision changed childhood for mil-
lions of kids internationally.

In Eastern Washington, Parton’s legacy lives in 
every book delivered, every story shared, and every 
child inspired to dream bigger through the Imagina-
tion Library of Washington.

She began the Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
to provide free, high-quality books to children from 
birth to age five, no matter their family’s income.

The program launched in 1995, distributing books 
to kids in the Tennessee county where Parton grew 
up. Over 31 years, it has brought over 300,000 books 
to young readers in five countries. Each month, the 
program gives over three million books to registered 
children.

“When I was growing up in the hills of East Ten-
nessee, I knew my dreams would come true. I know 
there are children in your community with their own 
dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor, or an in-
ventor, or a minister. Who knows, maybe there is a 
little girl whose dream is to be a writer and singer,” 
said Parton.

“The seeds of these dreams are often found in 
books, and the seeds you help plant in your commu-
nity can grow across the world,” the singer said.

“Dolly made a colossal impact on this world, and 
particularly on our children. We are committed to 
keeping her legacy alive in Washington State, along-
side our local program partners, by ensuring our 
youngest learners continue to have the opportunity 
to receive a free Imagination Library book in the mail 
every month. Dolly’s legacy will live through every 
book delivered, every story shared, and every child 
inspired to dream bigger,” said Brooke Fisher-Clark, 
Executive Director of the Imagination Library of 
Washington. 

A TRIBUTE TO DOLLY’S LOVE 
WITH BOOKS FOR KIDS
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O B I T UA R I E S Weekend Events

B I R T H D AY S

NEWSNEWS

June 3, 1947 – April 24, 2026

Janice, born on June 3, 1947, in St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Walla Walla, Washington, 
graced this world with a spirit that was as 

vibrant as it was enduring. She was the beloved 
daughter of Harold and Lucile Bloor, who in-
stilled in her the values of hard work and resil-
ience. She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, her cherished son Bradly, and her devoted 
husband, Larry Klick. 

Janice’s formative years were spent in 
Waitsburg, Washington, where she graduated 
from Waitsburg High School in 1965. Her pur-
suit of knowledge led her to Central Washing-
ton University, where she earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in Accounting in 1970. Her academic 
achievements paved the way for a remarkable 
career with Pacific Power & Light, beginning 
in 1971. Over 31 years, Janice’s dedication and 
expertise were rewarded with five promotions, 
culminating in positions of greater corporate 
responsibility.

Janice is survived by her twin brother, Jim 
Bloor, and his wife, Christine Bloor, as well as 
their two daughters and five beloved grand-
children. 

Janice Kay Klick

Janice Kay Klick
June 3, 1947 – April 24, 2026

August 27: Brian Richards, Bonnie 
Brookshire, Amy Farley, Tom Mock, 
Kippy Counts, Steve Gusse, Shannon 
Bloor, Justin Gagnon, Ashley Witt, Mi-
chelle Gouge, Eric Mahoney, Shannon 
Wertz, Troy Crowfoot, Shannon Wertz.
August 28: Michelle Donavon, Jerome 
Baumann, Daniel Harshman, Shelby 
Janovich, Robert White.
August 29: Wiley Gagnon, Debby Nor-
dheim, Howie Smith, Ryan Meier, Lori 
Hickman, Hanna Mock, Eddie Hernan-
dez.
August 30: Lee Bergstrom, Jake Harsh-
man, Tristan Michael Dunn, Chance 
McDaniel, Kendra Smith.

August 31: Tim Quigg, Tammie Witt, 
Dara Roberts, Marshall and Maverick 
Counts, Mark Leroue, Jr.
September 1: Leslie Yancey, Allison 
Huwe, Janis Huwe, Todd Hawkins, Tra-
vis Roberts, David Mahoney, Mathew 
Witt, Donna Thomas, and Mrs. L.O. 
Gardner.
September 2: Bob Wright, Marjorie 
Lowe, Kirk Huwe, Sherry Cook, and Jor-
dan Ely.

Sunday at the Waitsburg Fairgrounds

WALLA WALLA
Mythical/Movable 
Blue Mountain 
Bluegrass Jam
@ Marriot Hotel - 7 p.m.
550 W. Rose St, 
Walla Walla
Friday, August 27

Friday
Aug 27

Thur, Fri, 
Sat, & Sun

Saturday in 
Dayton and 
Waitsburg

Shakespeare
Under the Stars
7 p.m.

“Twelfth Night”
A comedy by William 
Shakespeare
@ Echolands Winery
Pay-what-you-can

Use the QR code above for 
more information and to RSVP 

Wa l l a Wa l l a Fa i rg ro u nd s . co m

HERE'S  WHAT'S  HAPPENING!

Scan For
Event Info 
and Tickets

DemoLITION
derby
SEPT. 3

UNDERRINER HONDA OF WALLA WALLA PRCA 
PRO 

RODEO
 SEPT. 
4-5-6

PRCA 
PRO 

RODEO
 SEPT. 
4-5-6

PRESENTED BY

SEPT. 2 • 7 PM
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NEWSNEWS

L E G A L  N O T I C E S
IN THE SUPERIOR 

COURT OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA
NO.  26-4-00128-36
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
RCW 4.28.110
In re:
THE ANN P. KIBLER TRUST,
Deceased.
BAKER BOYER NATIONAL 
BANK, Trustee of the Ann P. 
Kibler Trust, 
Petitioner,
vs.
CAITLIN M. DAVIS,
Respondent.
The State of Washington to 
Caitlin M. Davis: 
You are hereby summoned 
to appear within sixty (60) 
days after the date of the first 
publication of this summons, 
to wit, within sixty (60) days 
after July 23, 2026, and 
defend the above-entitled 
action in the above-entitled 
Court, and answer the petition 
of the Petitioner, and serve 
a copy of your answer upon 
the undersigned attorney for 
the Petitioner, at his office 
below stated; and in case of 
your failure to do so, judgment 
will be rendered against you 
at a hearing set for Tuesday, 
October 6, 2026, at 9:30 AM at 
Walla Walla County Superior 
Court, 315 West Main, Walla 
Walla, Washington, according 
to the demands of the petition 
in this action, which has been 
filed with the Clerk of said 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA
NO:  26-4-00150-36
PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
In re the Estate of:
ELIZABETH IDA BAIRD,
Deceased.	
The personal representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 

provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative 
or the personal representa-
tive’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the Court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in 
RCW 11.40.051 and RCW 
11.40.060.  This bar is effec-
tive as to claims against both 
the decedent’s probate and 
nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION:    August 20, 2026.
Julia Elizabeth Baird,
Personal Representative
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative:		
Jeremy Hyndman, WSBA 
#44320
Basalt Legal PLLC
6½ North Second Ave., Suite 
200
Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-529-0630
The Times
August 20, 27, September 3, 
2026
8-20-a

Court.  
The object of this action is to 
obtain approval from the Court 
for Petitioner to distribute 
Respondent’s trust share to 
the Oregon State Treasurer as 
unclaimed property. 	
DATED this 13th day of July, 
2026.				  
BASALT LEGAL PLLC
By: /s/ Jeremy Hyndman, 
WSBA #44320
Attorney for Petitioner
6½ N. Second Avenue, Suite 
200
Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-529-0630
The Times
July 23, 30, August 6, 13, 20, 
27, 2026
7-23-a

R E A D E R ’ S  P H O T O

Kate Hockersmith via trail cam

No photographers were harmed during filming.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE
Para más información en cómo este cambio impactará su factura, llame al 888-225-2611.

Pacific Power remains dedicated to delivering safe, reliable, affordable power now and for years to come.

We recognize the impact that price increases have on our customers. As we make needed investments in our system and 
navigate economic trends, we will continue to take measures to keep our rates low and to capture savings for our customers.

On June 15, 2026, Pacific Power submitted its annual power cost adjustment mechanism filing. The impact of this request 
would be an overall rate increase of 0.2% beginning October 1, 2026. A typical residential customer using 1,200 kilowatt-hours 
per month would see a bill increase of approximately $0.38 per month.

This filing compares the company’s actual costs of providing power and renewable energy tax credits received (known as 
production tax credits or PTC) with the estimated costs and tax credits included in rates. Under this process, if the power 
cost difference adds up to over $17 million, either a charge or credit is put in place to collect or refund the difference. Pacific 
Power’s power supply costs in 2025 did not exceed this $17m threshold. However, production tax credits were lower than 
expected, resulting in a small rate increase.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGES
If approved, this filing will result in an increase of $1.2 million, or 0.2%, and the following percentage price changes 
by rate schedule:

Schedules PTC Tracker Effective 10/1/26

Residential (Sch.16-19) 0.2%

General – Small (Sch.24) 0.2%

General – Medium (Sch.36,29) 0.2%

General – Large (Sch.47T,48T) 0.2%

Ag. Pumping (Sch.40) 0.2%

Lighting (Sch.15,51-54) 0.1%

Total (All Schs.) 0.2%

EFFECT ON RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS
If approved, residential customers with the following usage levels will see the following net billings*:

kWh per Month Monthly $ per Current Rates New Rates Effective 10/1/26

1,000 kWh $0.1409 $0.1412

1,000 Bill $140.89 $141.21

1,200 kWh $0.1388 $0.1392

1,200 Bill $166.61 $166.99

1,500 kWh $0.1368 $0.1371

1,500 Bill $205.19 $205.67

*Per Base Schedule 16 Rates and Rider Schedules 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99 and 191

HELPING CUSTOMERS MANAGE HIGHER ENERGY COSTS
If you need assistance managing your energy costs, contact us toll-free at 888-221-7070 and we can set up an equal 
pay plan or put you in touch with local resources to help you:

•  The federally funded Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) helps low income households 
with energy costs. It is administered by the Washington Department of Commerce through local agencies.

•  Project HELP is a nonprofit program providing energy assistance with donated funds.
•  Pacific Power’s bill assistance program provides a bill discount to income-eligible households year-round. 

The program is administered through local community action agencies.
•  Local agencies provide free weatherization services to income-qualifying homeowners and renters living in 

single-family homes, mobile homes or apartments.

PUBLIC COMMENT
You are invited to comment to the Commission. The Commission has the authority to set final rates that may be lower 
or higher than Pacific Power’s request, depending on the outcome of its investigation. You can comment by using the 
“Submit a public comment” feature at the Commission’s website, at utc.wa.gov, or by using the contact information below:

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
Online comment form: https://www.utc.wa.gov/consumers/submit-comment/public-comment-form
Email: comments@utc.wa.gov
Telephone: 1-888-333-WUTC (9882)
Mail: P.O. Box 47250, Olympia, WA 98504

Commission staff will make a recommendation to the commissioners at an open meeting. These meetings are regularly 
scheduled every other Thursday at 9:30 a.m. Please contact the Commission to request to be notified of the scheduled open 
meeting at which the proposal will be considered by the Commission. You can provide comment during this meeting.

The UTC is committed to providing reasonable accommodation to participants with disabilities. If you need reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the Commission at: (888) 333-9882 or email at consumer@utc.wa.gov. For more information 
or to contact Pacific Power, please call us toll free at 1-888-221-7070 or write to:

Pacific Power 
825 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 2000 
Portland, OR 97232

©2026 Pacific Power

RYSE RHYTHEM & FUN FESTIVAL

Courtesy photo

Wendy Richards is the chair of 
Friends of the Fairgrounds.

Courtesy photo

Chelsie Abel heads up 
the Little Dribblers of the 
Touchet Valley.

Lane Gwinn

Waitsburg Urban Forestry is one of RYSE’s 
OG projects and is run by Allison Bond.

Lane Gwinn

Kate Hockersmith leads Touchet Valley Accoustic Music Project, offering 
free bluegrass music lessons, instrument library, and a traveling weekly 
bluegrass jam.

Elijah Paolino

Wendy Carter and Karen Huwe are the project lead-
ers for the Friends of the Pool.

Courtesy photo

Abby Grende leads the 
Waitsburg Youth Basket-
ball project.

Kate Hockersmith

Gabe Kiefel is project leader for 
the Waitsburg Youth Football 
project.

ruralyes.org

The  project 
leader for Youth 
& Government 
is TBD, perhaps 
one of “The 
Times” readers 
would like to 
volunteer. 

WAITSBURG — Rural Youth 
Enrichment Services supports a 
wide variety of enriching activi-
ties for youth in the Touchet Val-
ley. Eight RYES projects are run 
by volunteers from the areas the 
community serves. 

It was founded in 2009 by 
Leroy Cunningham, Kathy Car-
penter, Sarah Groffman, Ane 
Walsh, and Mickey Richards to 
provide activities for youth who 
weren’t finding their place in 
their schools or community. Due 
to reduced funding to Waitsburg 
Schools, RYES has brought in 
several new projects once run by 
the schools.

On Sunday, August 30, RYES 
is hosting its Rhythm and Fun 
Festival at the Waitsburg Fair-
grounds. From 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
guests will have the opportunity 
to play games, listen to live mu-
sic, and most importantly meet 
the local volunteer project lead-
ers. 

This family event is only $10 
and includes plenty of activities 
and a meal. The RYES project 
leaders and volunteers have cre-
ated the activities and booths 

for each project. There will be 
a String Potluck, where visitors 
can play instruments hosted by 
TVAMP; a Tackle the Obstacle 
Course, run by Youth Football, 
and Capitol Snowcones made by 
Youth & Government volunteers. 

RYES is committed to de-
veloping life-long interests and 
leadership skills, creating a cycle 
of mentoring and community 
service. Projects may include the 
sciences, the arts, technology, 
entrepreneurial business skills, 
agriculture, and recreational ac-
tivities. 

Festival activities:
•	 TVAMP Touchy Valley 

Accoustic Music Proect: 
String Potluck

•	 Youth Football: Tackle the 
Obstacle Course

•	 Little Dribblers and Youth 
Basketball: Hoops–Take 
Your Best Shot

•	 Friends of the Fairgrounds: 
Plinko, Ring Toss, and Bar-
rel Racing games

•	 Youth & Government: Cap-
itol Snow Cones

•	 Friends of the Pool: Dive 
into Bingo and Silent Auc-
tion

•	 Little Spikers: Spiking Hot 
Popcorn

By Lane Gwinn |  THE TIMES
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CARDINAL SPORTS with Karen Huwe

WAITSBURG — Waitsburg High School coaches 
are preparing their athletes for the upcoming sea-
son. Vickie Hamann is the cheerleading coach, Ath-
letic Director Gabe Kiefel is the head football coach, 
and Jamie Smit is the head volleyball coach.

This year’s volleyball team captains are Juniors 
Chloe McCaw and Audrey Walker. McCaw is in her 
third year of cheer, and Walker is in her second. Oth-
er teammates include juniors Victoria Whitmore, 
Bella Contreras, Yaneli Fores, sophomore Sasha 
Mercado, and freshman Holley Jensen.

“This is a great group of young ladies. They get 
along well, learn quickly, and are eager to cheer on 
the WHS Cardinals,” said Hamann. “We invite ev-
eryone to join us for the first home football game on 
September 4, at 7 p.m.” 

On September 8, the cheerleaders and the oth-
er fall sports teams will join the Waitsburg Booster 
Club for its Fall Sports Kick-off at 6 p.m. in the ele-
mentary multi-purpose room. 

Head Football Coach Gabe Kiefel said, “This 
year is starting off great. We’ve had a lot of energy 
and buy-in for the first week of practice. I was a little 
worried about numbers, but we had a consistent 15 
players at practice for the high school every day. We 
have leaders who are stepping up, younger players 
who are showing growth, and a work ethic I’m not 
sure I’ve seen before.” 

Assistant Football Coach Dane Kiefel is the defen-
sive coordinator, and Assistant Coach Lash LaRue 
is the offensive coordinator. Volunteer coaches are 
Scott Creeley, Josh Gonzalez, Martin Vasquez and 
Joey Webber. 

The middle school football coaches and volun-
teers also play a major part in the high school pro-
gram. Middle school Head Coach Chris Andrews, 
and MS Assistant Coach Gavin Waggoner are joined 
by volunteer coaches Dylan Swan and Zach Cooper 
this year.

Seniors JJ Gleason and Landen Henry are return-
ing to the HS football team. Gleason is coming off a 
knee injury, but he’s looking fast, healthy, and eager 
to add to his impressive stats from last year. Gleason 
impressed league coaches last year with his speed 
and field awareness. After a game where the Cardi-
nals won by only a few points, the opposing coach 
said the teams were well matched, but they just 
didn’t have a JJ. 

Landen Henry will be looking to add to his im-
pressive stats. He’s tall, solid, and a force to be reck-
oned with, and opponents will have to prepare for 
him. Both seniors are stepping up as leaders, show-
ing grit, work ethic, and are role models for the 
team’s younger players.

The three juniors on the team, Camdyn Vories, 
Gavin Harrison, and Dylan Gutierrez, are looking to 
earn their place on the field in offense and defense. 
Harrison is relatively new to the program. He has 
served as a team manager, and now he’s putting on 
pads and getting after it. He is competing for posi-

tions on offense and defense. Gutierrez is joining the 
team this year after missing what would have been 
his sophomore season. He brings a fresh perspective 
and size.

The team’s low number of upperclassmen is off-
set by the size, depth, and cohesiveness of the soph-
omore class. Committed and hardworking, they will 
make up the breadth of the line on both offense and 
defense. 

Alex Zuniga is returning this year with experi-
ence. He is strong, determined, and fundamentally 
sound. He will play at offensive guard and defensive 
end. 

Gage Mynear is bound and determined to make 
it onto the field this season. He is recovering from 
a knee injury from last year and has spent a lot of 
time in the weight room. He’s big, strong, and hard 
to move; great attributes for both the offensive and 
defensive lines.

Carsyn Pennington is also fighting for a spot on 
the field. Kiefel said he is probably the most coach-
able and determined player he has had the pleasure 
of coaching. 

Sophomore skill players include Uriah York, who 
is returning after playing last season as a wide re-
ceiver and defensive back. He is fundamentally 
sound and adds versatility. Kiefel is looking for York 
to play a bigger role on offense and defense, moving 
to slot-receiver/running back and linebacker, re-
spectively. 

Jake Lynch will also add to his playing time. 
Arguably the hardest hitter on the team, Lynch will 
anchor the team on both offense and defense, play-
ing running back and linebacker. 

Carter Barron will add height as wide receiver 
and corner. Liam Kiefel’s role will shift slightly. He 
will still be the understudy for quarterback, but they 
will utilize him more as a receiver and at cornerback 

on defense. Andrew Gillum may be a surprise, join-
ing the team for the first time as a sophomore. He 
transferred to Waitsburg last season and is working 
hard to find his role on the team.

Two of the three freshmen are the team’s biggest 
players. Arrow Groom is a big man with fast feet. He 
is already showing that he will compete with any-
one. Kiefel would not be surprised if he becomes a 
4-year starter. Carson Scott brings size and shows 
great promise. He is new to football but catching on 
quickly. 

Freshman Abel Creeley, brings his experience 
from middle school football and is committed and 
working hard. It will be fun to see everything come 
together for him.

“Overall, I am very excited for football this sea-
son. We may not have big numbers in terms of par-
ticipation, but I anticipate big numbers in the stat 
book and on the scoreboard,” said Kiefel.

The Cardinals will play at Pomeroy in a jamboree 
on Friday, August 28, with kickoff at 5 p.m. The first 
season game will be in Waitsburg on Friday, Septem-
ber 4. Come cheer on the Cardinals as they take on 
Sunnyside Christian. Kickoff at 7 p.m.

Coach Smit, in her second year as Waitsburg’s 
head volleyball coach, welcomed twenty-one girls 
on the first day of practice, including nine returning 
players. Elizabeth Sutton will be the assistant coach.

Emerson Underwood, Cheri Mathews, Ellie Teal, 
Joslin Nodine, Olivia Kiefel, Katy Allen, Sophia Cas-
tillo, Kayla Kuykendall, and Shaunna Hilton are the 
returning players.

“We are looking forward to a full season, some 
new positions and a lot of teamwork,” said Smit.

The Lady Cardinals’ first volleyball match will be 
at St. John-Endicott on Tuesday, September 1. The 
Junior varsity game starts at 5 p.m., and the varsity 
team follows at 6 p.m.

Cardinal Fall 
sports have begun

Photos Kare Huwe

Waitsburg High School football cheerleaders: (l-r) Yaneli Flores, Victoria Whitmore, Bella Contreras, Chloe Mc-
Caw, Holley Jensen, and Audrey Walker

WHS volleyball team:  (back row l-r):  Harlee Coulston, Mady Potter, Emerson Underwood, Cheri Mathews, Ellie Teal, Katy Allen, 
Olivia Kiefel, Kenzie Castillo, Rylie Coates, Laila Long (front row l-r):  Shaunna Hilton, Jemma Anderson, Kayla Kuykendall, Kaitlyn 
Paul, Lillian Carpenter, Tanna Ray, Joslin Nodine, Sophia Castillo, Audrey Kiefel, Shyann Roberts (not pictured Pilar Easton Diaz)
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LEGALS & FUNLEGALS & FUN
P I O N E E R  P O R T R A I T S

Fifteen Years Ago
September 1, 2011

The WP Lady Cardinals Volleyball 
Team are licking some bruises and soak-
ing sore muscles after a very long and hot 
first week of practice. Angie Potts begins 
her first season as head coach for the Car-
dinals and Wendy Richards will assist. The 
Lady Cards lost four 2010 seniors, includ-
ing league standout Genesis Pearson who 
now plays for Blue Mountain Communi-
ty College. Seven seniors return to Kison 
court to put in their bid for the district 
title. Leading the group are outside hit-
ter and all-around blocker Ronnie Hulce 
and starting setter Kayla Huxoll. Together 
these two should prove to be a deadly duo 
for the 2011 season. 

Twenty-Five Years Ago
August 30, 2001

Towns have “dog problems” in eastern 
Washington, believes Kate Hockersmith, 
who conducts the Canine Good Citizen 
training classes that allow Waitsburg dog 
owners to halve their licensing fees. Some 
Waitsburg dog owners may be well on the 
road to changing that situation. “There’s 
no doubt about it in my mind,” Hocker-
smith said. “You can’t pick up the local 
papers without reading something neg-
ative about dogs. It’s gotten to the point 
where sometimes we forget that for every 
unreliable, potentially dangerous dog that 
makes it to the headlines, there are hun-
dreds of happy pooches being totally ig-
nored by the media.”

Fifty Years Ago
August 26, 1976

[Photo Caption] This is a familiar scene 
that will no longer be seen in Waitsburg 
as Ben (left) and Harold Bloor announce 
the sale of their market here to become 
effective September 1. Mr. and Mrs. James 
Helm, former owners of the Prescott Gro-
cery, have purchased the business from 
Bloors. 

Seventy-Five Years Ago
August 31, 1951

Miss Doris Kay Ruff became the bride 
of Marvin L. Huffman at an 8 o’clock cere-
mony Wednesday at the Evangelical Peace 
Church in Walla Walla. 

Bob Wright returned Wednesday from 
Camp Wallowa where he served as junior 
counselor during the past camping sea-
son. 

Wm Westerman left Thursday evening 
by plane for Palau, an island in the South 
Pacific where he has a position with the 
Department of Interior as an agriculture 
instructor. 

One Hundred Years Ago
September 3, 1926

Mrs. F. T. Keiser, having disposed of her 
boarding house “The Grove” at Walla Wal-
la, Mr. and Mrs. Keiser have taken up their 
residence at the Keiser home on Fourth 
Street, this city. 

Articles of incorporation for the First 
Presbyterian Church were filed with the 
county auditor Monday. Trustees named 
were G. G. Bickelhaupt, C. E. Chaffee and 
N. W. Pritchard. 

A. E. Balch who lives in the Whetstone 
valley, about a half mile above the Fred 
Smith place, says he lost four wagons in 
the deluge of last week.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago
September 6, 1901

Quite a large number of friends of Mrs. 
P. J. Denney gave her a surprise party on 
last Thursday, that being her forty-third 
birthday. Each lady took a block for a quilt 
and a very pleasant time is reported.

The pipe and fittings for the water main 
extensions arrived on Sunday and were 
distributed along the line of excavation 
Monday and Tuesday. 

J. A. Stonecipher the father of the Sto-
necipher boys, arrived in the city Monday 
from Irvington, Ill. on a visit of a few weeks.
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 PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES
MY RECIPES
Luke Chavez

My favorite dessert rec-
ipes are those which rely 
on a combination of ripe, 
seasonal fruits with a few 
simple pantry ingredients 
to make culinary magic. 
This summer, after patient-
ly waiting for three years, 
our young peach tree has 
finally produced a boun-
ty of perfect fruit. Look-
ing for a way to highlight 
their distinctive sweetness 
I decided to stick with the 
iconic homey southern 
classic, peach cobbler. 
Tossed with just the right 
amount of sugar and spice, 
slices of fresh peaches are 
baked under mounds of a 
biscuit-like topping with a 
beautiful, tender crumb. 

Ingredients:
For the filling:
8 to 10 fresh peaches, peeled, pitted and sliced into wedges
¼ cup white sugar
¼ cup brown sugar
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ teaspoon ground ginger
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice
2 teaspoons cornstarch
For the topping:
1 cup all-purpose flour
¼ cup white sugar
¼ cup brown sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, chilled, plus more for pan
¼ cup boiling water
3 tablespoons coarse, raw, or demerara sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Directions:
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Grease a 2-quart, or 8 x 10-inch 

baking dish with butter.
In a large mixing bowl combine the peaches, ¼ cup white sugar, 

¼ cup brown sugar, ½ teaspoon cinnamon, ginger, nutmeg, lemon 
juice, and cornstarch. Toss to evenly mix, then spread fruit evenly 
over the bottom of prepared baking dish. Bake in preheated oven 
for 10 minutes.

Meanwhile, combine flour, ¼ cup white sugar, ¼ cup brown 
sugar, baking powder, and salt in a mixing bowl. Whisk to com-
bine. Cut the chilled butter into small pieces and toss into the flour 
mixture. Use your fingertips or pastry cutter to blend the butter 
into the flour until it resembles a coarse meal. There should still be 
some large irregular chunks of butter. Pour in the hot water all at 
once and stir until a thick, wet dough is just formed together. 

After initial baking time, remove pan from the oven. Using two 
spoons, drop spoonful dollops of the dough over the top of the 
peaches. It is okay if some of the fruit is exposed as the dough will 
expand while baking. In a small bowl, mix the demerara sugar and 
1 teaspoon of cinnamon together. Sprinkle spiced sugar evenly 
over the top of the cobbler. 

Bake in the oven until top is golden brown and sides are bub-
bling, about 30 to 35 minutes. If the top is browning too fast, loosely 
cover the pan with foil for the last part of baking time. Remove and 
allow the pan to cool slightly for a few minutes before serving. 

Notes:
This comforting summer dessert is best made with fresh fruit. 

Other stone fruits such as nectarines, plums, or apricots could be 
substituted or used in combination with the peaches. Huckleber-
ries or blueberries would be delightful mixed with the peaches.

Serve this cobbler warm with a scoop of vanilla ice cream or a 
dollop of fresh whipped cream. A chiffonade of fresh mint or basil 
as a garnish would be lovely over the top for color.

Enjoy!

Peach Cobbler

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS
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504 Main Street
11 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 1
Chicken Fried Beef Steak
Cookie
MOW Potatoes, vegetables, 
Roll, 
Fruit,
IN HOUSE: Salad Bar

WAITSBURG SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

WAITSBURG SENIOR 
CENTER 

Lunches

Community Calendar
WAITSBURG MONTHLY MEETINGS
Waitsburg City Council
Third Wednesday of each month 
@ 7 p.m. at City Hall. 
Planning Commission
Second Friday of the month @ 10 
a.m. @ City Hall and on Zoom. 
Waitsburg Parks and Recreation 
Public Meeting
First Thursday of the month, 
6:30 p.m. @ Waitsburg City Hall
Info email: info@waitsburgparks.org

Waitsburg School Board 
Third Thursday of every month @ 6 p.m. at the 
Waitsburg Elementary School Library.
Zoom info is available at Waiatburgsd.org by email-
ing waitsburgcc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Home and School Association  
First Wednesday of each month, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Waitsburg Elementary School Library. All welcome. 

Waitsburg Historical Society
Third Thursday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ Weller Public Library
Waitsburg Booster Club
First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m. 
 High School Home Ec. room
 Weller Public Library Board of Trustees 
Second Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m. 
 Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Friends of the Weller Public Library
Second Tuesday of the month, @ 7:15 p.m.
Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Waitsburg Commercial Club
Quarterly meetings, second Tuesday of January, April, July, and 
October. At noon. Zoom info is available by emailing waitsburg-
cc@icloud.com.
Waitsburg Resource Center
Community Food Bank
Thursdays, 2 – 4 p.m. Food Donations @ 106 ½ Preston Ave
Waitsburg Christian Church
Drop-off and pick-up Clothing Donation Center upstairs at 604 
Main Street.

DAYTON & COLUMBIA COUNTY MEETINGS
Board of Columbia County Commissioners
Regular meetings - First and third Monday of the month @ 9 a.m.
Work sessions - Second and fourth Monday of each month @ 9 a.m.
Call-in info at www.columbiaco.com/114/County-Commissioners
Dayton City Council
Second Tuesday of the month @ 6 p.m.
Call-in information available at:
https://www.daytonwa.com/54-inside-city-hall/city-council 

Dayton School Board
First and third Wednesday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ 
Dayton High School auditorium 
DHS Alumni Meeting 
Every Third Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. @
Dayton High School Library 

The Coalition for Youth and Families
Second Tuesday of the month @ noon @ The Port of Columbia - 1 
Port Way, Dayton, Wash.
Columbia County Public Hospital Dist. Board of Commissioners
Fourth Wednesday of the month @ 9 a.m. Call (509) 382-2531 for 
information.
Dayton Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting
Third Monday of the month @ 7 p.m. Delany room and Zoom 
Meeting ID: 852 3836 3787
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85238363787
Columbia County Parks and Recreation Pool District 
Regular Board Meetings are held on the last Thursday 
of each month, 5 p.m. @ Columbia Coun- ty 
Fire District Conference Room.
Dayton Kiwanis Club Meeting 
Second and fourth Thursday @ Noon
Hybrid in-person meetings at the Delany 
Library with online Zoom available. 
PRESCOTT MEETINGS
Prescott Joint Park & Rec District (PJPRD) Monthly meetings for 
2026 are 2nd Thursday of each month, @ 6:30 p.m.
Prescott School District Board of Directors Meeting
4th Thursday of each month, @ 6 p.m. @ Prescott School Multi-Pur-
pose, room 401, and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 846 7687 9995
STARBUCK MEETINGS 
Starbuck City Council
2nd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at Starbuck City Hall.

School starts on September 6, 
2026

New and returning students 
registration Aug. 24 to 28


