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Levy on Feb. 10 ballot 
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Karen Huwe 

Little dribbles on Wednesday, January 7; coaches in the back row (l-r):  John Langford, Dane Henze, Chelsie Abel. Story on page 3.

WALLA WALLA — The February 10, 2026 Special Election 
will decide a levy for Walla Walla County emergency med-
ical care and services, replacement and supplemental levies 
for school districts including Dixie, College Place, Prescott, 
Waitsburg, and the dissolution of several fire districts. 

The county will mail ballots to registered voters by Friday, 
January 23. Military and overseas ballots were mailed on Jan-
uary 9, 2026.  

All ballot testing, processing, tabulation, and canvassing 
meetings take place at the elections office at 315 W. Main St, 
Walla Walla. Accessible voting is also available at this location. 

Observers are welcome during ballot preparation, test-
ing, processing, tabulation, and canvassing board meetings. 
The office will currently allow only one authorized observer 
from each party at a time. Ballot processing will also be lives-
treamed on the Walla Walla County Auditor’s website. 

Accessible voting will be available at the elections office us-
ing ExpressVote to assist voters in marking their ballots. 

Logic and accuracy testing on the optical scanning system 
used to tabulate the ballots, will be conducted by the auditor’s 
office on Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. The test 
will be held at the elections office at 315 W. Main St. in Walla 
Walla, and is open for public viewing.

The auditor’s office will begin processing ballots on Tues-
day, January 27, 2026, and continue weekdays through Friday, 
February 20, 2026, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Preliminary election results will not be released until after 
polls close at 8 p.m. on election day. 

The canvassing board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
February 19, 2026, at 9 a.m. 

The special election will be certified by Walla Walla County 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, February 20, 2026. 

FEBRUARY 10, 2026 SPECIAL 
ELECTION

WAITSBURG — Waitsburg School District has a two-year 
replacement Educational Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy 
on the Feb. 10, 2026, ballot. This levy will replace Waitsburg’s 
current levy, which was approved by voters in 2024 and is up 
for renewal. This is NOT a new tax. If approved, the levy funds 
will be used to support school programs not fully funded by the 
state. Please feel free to contact the Waitsburg Superintendent’s 
Office at 509-337-6301 with questions or to learn more about 
the school levy.

A levy is a locally approved tax based on property values. 
The Waitsburg School Distrist 2026 replacement levy is not a 
new tax but replaces the previous levy. The levy will continue to 
pay for educational programs, materials and services not fully 
funded by the state. The total collection amount for the pro-
posed levy will be $837,434 in 2027 and $880,731 in 2028.

In addition, if the EP&O levy is approved, the district will 
receive an additional $487,946 from the state ($263,127 in 2027 
and $224,819 in 2028) in state matching funds, also known as 
Local Effort Assistance (LEA).

The local levy and state matching funds (LEA) comprise ap-
proximately 15% of the Waitsburg School District’s budgeted 
revenue.

Year Total EP&O Projected EP&O tax rate
Per $1,000 assessed property 
value

2026 (current) $837,434 $2.50
2027 (proposed) $837,434 $2.50*
2028 (proposed) $880,731 $2.50*

*estimated rate for proposed replacement levy
What do school levy dollars fund in Waitsburg?
•	 Athletics, music, and extracurriculars
•	 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 

and Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs
•	 Preschool program
•	 Food services
•	 Counseling and student support
•	 Maintenance and operations
•	 Technology
Registered voters will receive ballots by mail by Jan. 23, 2026. 

Check your registration status or register to vote and find more 
information online at VoteWA.gov .

Ballots must be postmarked, returned to the election office, 
or put into a ballot drop box by Feb. 10, 2026. There is a ballot 
drop box outside the Waitsburg City Hall.

Tax exemptions and deferrals are available to senior citizens 
and individuals with disabilities. For more information, con-
tact the Walla Walla County Assessor’s Office at 509-524-2560 
or the Columbia County Assessor at 509-382-2131. 

WALLA WALLA — At its January 12 meeting, the Walla 
Walla Board of County Commissioners postponed making an 
appointment to fill the county auditor vacancy. The previous 
auditor, Karen Martin, retired on December 31, 2025, leaving a 
year till the end of her term. The commissioners have 60 days to 
fill the vacancy that runs through December 31, 2026. The next 
election for the partisan seat will be the November 2026 general 
election.

Martin, a Republican, was reelected in 2022. Since the audi-
tor position is a partisan seat, the Walla Walla County Repub-
lican Party must provide the county commissioners with three 
candidates for the vacancy appointment. The list includes:

•	 Beth Daves is an elected Waitsburg Parks and Recre-
ation commissioner and serves as treasurer. 

•	 Sheryl Park is a tax preparer and a federally licensed tax 
professional, and the treasurer of the Walla Walla Coun-
ty Republican Party. 

•	 William Plucker teaches civics and social studies at Wal-
la Walla High School. A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, 
he volunteers with the Boy Scouts of America and is a 
Walla Walla Historic Preservation Commissioner.

On January 12, Daves, Park, and Plucker were interviewed 
separately by the commissioners in open session during the 
Board of Commissioners meeting. Commissioners Bertha Clay-
ton, Todd Kimball, and Gunner Fulmer asked each candidate a 
series of questions about their backgrounds, accounting expe-
rience, and knowledge of the county’s current budget.

The commissioners also asked how they would handle hy-
pothetical scenarios as a department leader.

After hearing answers to the 15 questions, the commission-
ers decided they needed more information before making the 
appointment. 

The board tentatively set the following discussion for Mon-
day, Jan. 26.  

WW Commissioners 
postpone filling auditor 
vacancy

By Lane Gwinn |  THE TIMES

PRESCOTT — Time to clean out your ga-
rage and help keep Prescott School District. 
The Prescott Parent Teacher Organization is 
asking you to “Clean Out for a Cause”. 

The Prescott PTO is asking the public to 
dig deep and donate unwanted treasure to be 
sold at  the Commuinity Indoor Sale on February 21 and 22. Do-
nations will be collected through February 18. Text (509) 386-
0403 or email prescottpto25@gmail.com to arrange for PTO 
members to collect your donations.

Community Indoor Sale to 
support Prescott Schools
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE WAITSBURG TIMES - IT’S EASY! 
To subscribe online, go to www.waitsburg-

times.com and click on ‘Subscribe’ in the upper 
right-hand side of your screen in the blue border. 

Choose  ‘New’ or ‘Renewal’ button under Sub-
scription Information, then click ‘Subscribe Now.’ 
Follow instructions to choose subscription ad-
dress and billing details. 

An online subscription is included with a print 
subscription so be sure to fill out the Online Access 
Information at the bottom of the form to choose a 
username and password.

To subscribe by mail: send a check based on 
the information below, to: PO Box 97, Waitsburg, 
WA 99361. Include subscriber’s mailing address.

Claudia’s Therapeutic Massage

Member American Massage Therapy Association

Claudia C. Abel, LMT
MA60166310

The Heal ing Art  of Massage

88 Dewitt  Road
Waitsburg, WA 99361

Phone (509) 386-1974
claudiaceci l iaabel2007@gmail .com

AT THE LIBERTY:

THE TIMES

NEWS BRIEFS NEWS BRIEFS 
N E W S  B R I E F S 

A PROUD TRADITION
The Times was founded in 1878 by C.W. Wheeler and 
has been produced every week since then. It is one of 
the oldest newspapers in the state of Washington.

The Times publishes news and information 
about Walla Walla and Columbia counties and 
their communities. 

The newspaper welcomes news tips and in-
formation about commmunity activities. An in-
dependent newspaper, The Times welcomes ex-
pressions of opinion and commentary in Letters 
to the Times column.

Periodical postage paid at Waitsburg, Wash. 
99361. (USPS 630-120) Postmaster: Send address 
changes to The Times, Subscription Mailing Ad-
dress, P.O. Box 97 Waitsburg, Wash., 99361. For 
address corrections send Form 3579.

In County 
(Available in Columbia and 
Walla Walla County, Wash.) 
1-year subscription: $40 
2-year subscription: $75 
3-year subscription: $105

Out of County 
1-year subscription: $45 
2-year subscription: $85 
3-year subscription: $120

HOME SMOKE AND CARBON 
MONOXIDE ALARMS SAVE 
LIVES 

B I R T H D AY S
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January 15: Kayla Turn-
er, Allene Severtsen, 
Glenn Baker, Wade 
Done, Melinda Lambert, 
Justin Kirk, Jesse Archer, 
and Jack Sherlock.
January 16: Colleen Mc-
Coy, Patty White, and 
Rueben Stokes.
January 17: Anna and 
Anthony Reese, Bret and 
Bethany Moser, Kimmie 
Hamann, Zane John-
son, Dan Beckley, John 
Janovich, Tyler Wood-
worth, Eric Rich, Sheena 
Henze, Jeff Schulke, Jim 
Davison, and Jon Jensen.
January 18: Kelley 
Fouste, Jason Thomas, 
Jennifer Low, and Rowe-
na Farrens.

January 19: Bob Deal, 
Lynda Hogan, Debbie 
Rubio, David Webber, 
Reina Bruce, and Clint 
Reser.
January 20: Joan Leid, 
Wilma Johnson, Judy 
Jackson, Justin Hill, Jack 
and Jill Largent, Becky 
Pearson, Tricia White, 
Ryan Abbey, Kaitlynn 
Miller.
January 21: Paige Wood, 
Haily Larsen, Vicki 
Christensen, Tony Scott, 
Amanda James, Joe Gag-
non, Bob Hillis, and Julio 
Mercado.

 OLYMPIA — Working smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide alarms are one of the most effective ways 
to protect people in their homes from fire and tox-
ic gas exposure. The National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) reports that nearly three out of five 
home fire deaths occur in homes with no smoke 
alarms or with alarms that are not working. 

In 2024, there were 66 deaths in Washington State 
where smoke alarms were not installed or opera-
tional, and two from carbon monoxide exposure. 

Smoke alarms provide early warning to give oc-
cupants time to escape. Carbon monoxide alarms 
alert residents to the presence of an invisible, odor-
less gas that can be deadly before symptoms are 
noticed. Together, these devices provide lifesaving 
protection when properly installed, maintained, 
and tested regularly.

  The State Fire Marshal’s Office recommends 
these safety tips:

•	  Install smoke alarms inside every bedroom 
and on every level of your home. Install car-
bon monoxide alarms outside sleeping areas 
and on each level of the home, especially 
near fuel-burning appliances.

•	 Interconnect smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide alarms whenever possible so that 
when one sounds, all alarms alert occupants 
throughout the home.

•	 Ionization smoke alarms respond more 
quickly to flaming fires, while photoelec-
tric alarms are more effective at detecting 
smoldering fires. Photoelectric alarms are 
well-suited for areas near kitchens and bath-
rooms.

•	 Test all smoke alarms and carbon monox-
ide alarms at least once a month and replace 
batteries in battery-operated units when you 
change your clocks for daylight saving time.

•	 Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms typical-
ly last up to 10 years. Replace them according 
to the manufacturer’s instructions or if they 
fail to operate properly.

•	 Never ignore a carbon monoxide alarm. If it 
sounds, move everyone outside to fresh air 
immediately and call 911 or your local fire 
department.

•	 If you live in rental housing, contact your 
landlord or property manager for assistance. 
Under state law (RCW 43.44.110, Smoke De-
tection Devices in Dwelling Units), all rent-
al units must have working smoke alarms at 
the time of move-in, and carbon monoxide 
alarms are required in all residential build-
ings under RCW 19.27.530.

For  more information visit www.nfpa.org.

“Song Sung Blue”
January 16-20

DAYTON — “Song Sung Blue” is based on a true 
story about two down-on-their-luck musicians 
(Hugh Jackman and Kate Hudson) who form a Neil 
Diamond tribute band. They prove that it’s never 
too late to follow your dreams and find love. “Song 
Sung Blue” is based on a 2008 documentary of the 
same name. 

The movie is rated PG-13 for thematic material, 
some strong language, some sexual material, and 
brief drug use with a runtime of 132 minutes.

The Rotten Tomatoes audience gave “Song Sung 
Blue” a rating of 97%, including comments, “With 
pitch-perfect performances,  it hits every emotion-
al chord, delivering a wholesome, family-friendly 
film and a fitting tribute to one of the most beloved 
singer-songwriters in modern music history.”   The 
critics, while still positive, rated “Song Sung Blue” at 
77%, saying, “It is heartfelt but not subtle.   What it 
does well is remind you that stories about ordinary 
people still matter, especially when told with care 
and strong performances.” 

On Saturday, January 17, at 3 p.m., the United 
States Air Force Band of the Golden West - Clarinet 
Quartet will be performing at The Liberty Theater. 
This is a free concert presented by the Walla Walla 
Chamber Music Festival at The Liberty.

That’s right, this is a free concert, but tickets must 
be reserved at https://BANDOFTHEGOLDENWEST-
CLARINETQUARTET.eventbrite.com. The quartet 
will perform songs including “America” from “West 
Side Story,” the national anthem, and the “Armed 
Services Medley.” 

Coming January 30 through February 1, is the 
Washington State Premiere of “Doc Franklin Es-
capes Cambridge (An Artificial IntelliGent’s Adven-
ture)” by Barbara Pease Weber. Dr. Otis Franklin ac-
companies his brilliant doctoral candidate, Lizzie, 
to a scientific symposium in Atlantic City.  They stop 
by to visit Lizzie’s nana on their way, which leads 
to an evening of mayhem and misadventure.   Just 
when you think things are going so well. 

Bev Startin directs this live performance come-
dy, featuring an all-local cast. Tickets are on sale at 
libertytheater.org or at the box office on Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Upcoming Movies: “Song Sung Blue” on Jan. 16-
20, and “Avatar: Fire and Ash” on Jan. 23-27.

THE TIMES

D E AT H  N O T I C E
Patricia Wilma Largent

June 30, 1930 – January 12, 2026
Patricia Wilma Largent passed away at the age 

of 95 on January 12, 2026, at Eagle Springs Memory 
Care in College Place, Washington.

A Memorial Service will be held on January 
24, 2026, at 11:00 a.m., at the Waitsburg Christian 
Church. 

Arrangements are entrusted to Herring Funeral 
Home. www.herringgroseclose.com
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WASHINGTON —The Washington State 
School Retirees and the Walla Walla-Columbia 
School Retirees Associations 
are now accepting applica-
tions for scholarships.

The WSSRA is accepting 
applications for four grants: 
the WSSRA–Foundation, the 
Robert J. Handy, the Gene 
Forrester Memorial, and the 
Neil D. Prescott Scholarships.  

•	 WSSRA – Foundation Scholarship – eight 
$2,500 awards

•	 Robert J. Handy Scholarship – 16 grants 
for $900 per year, renewable for up to four 
years. 

Awarded to students whose degree will 
be in one of the following areas: teacher, 
counselor, speech therapist, occupational 
therapist, social worker, or psychologist.

•	 Gene Forrester Memorial Scholarship –
two $2,000 towards to students who will 
major in agricultural education at Wash-
ington State University.  

Applications for the above are available at 
www.wssra.org and must be submitted online 

by March 1, 2026. Selected applicants will be 
notified by May 2026.
•	 Neil D. Presott Student Teaching/Intern-

ship Scholarship – 16 grants for $2,500, 
(two in each region) Given to student 
teachers or those completing an intern-
ship as a counselor, school psychologist, 
school social worker, occupational thera-
pist, or speech therapist. 

Applicants must be currently enrolled 
in a college program, pursuing a certifi-
cate in education, and will student teach 
or intern in Washington State for the 2026-
27 school year. They must plan to apply for 
employment in a school district(s) within 
Washington State.

Applications for the Prescott scholarship are 
available at www.wssra.org and must be submit-
ted by April 1, 2026.

•	 Walla Walla-Columbia School Retirees 
Association Scholarship

The Walla Walla-Columbia School Re-
tirees Association is accepting applica-
tions for two $2,000 scholarships available 
to graduates of Walla Walla and Columbia 
County high schools. The grants will go to 
prospective teachers and students in relat-
ed fields who will student-teach or intern 
between 2026 and June 2027.

Online applications are available on 
the Blue Mountain Foundation website at 
www.bluemountainfoundation.org. Ap-
plications must be submitted online by 
March 9, 2026.
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CARDINAL SPORTS with Karen Huwe

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
HIgh School Boys’ Basketball
WAITSBURG — It was a tough 

week for the Cardinal boys’ basket-
ball team, playing four games in six 
days. The team played without two 
key players, Logan Seal and JJ Glea-
son, who are out this season due to 
injuries. Paco Kenney missed games 
due to illness, and Alex Zuniga was 
injured.

On Monday, January 5, the Cardi-
nals traveled to Moses Lake and lost 
75-33.   Blake Benevides scored 13 
points, Liam Kiefel had eight, Cam-
dyn Vories scored six, Landen Henry 
had three points, and Rollin Carpen-
ter scored two.

The JV team stopped Moses Lake 
from getting second chances and 
won 22-11 in two quarters of basket-
ball. Jake Lynch led the way with 10 
points.

Touchet beat the Cardinals 75-33 
on Wednesday, January 7. Playing 
without four starters, Coach Wallace 
turned to his bench and put junior 
varsity players in.   Carter Barron, 
Jake Lynch, and Liam Kiefel stepped 
up. Landen Henry and Victor Whit-
more rebounded well for the Cardi-
nals. Benevides led the team with 22 
points. 

The JV team lost to Touchet, 17 to 
9, in two quarters. They played hard 
to the end but were hurt by missing 
11 of 14 free throws. 

Waitsburg lost to Dayton, 76 to39, 
on Friday, January 9. Waitsburg led 
going into the second quarter, before 
Benevides got into foul trouble and 
Dayton continued their press on the 
younger players. Benevides scored 10 
points, and Carpenter scored eight 
and rebounded six.

The Waitsburg JV basketball team 
played four quarters against Dayton.  
The Cardinals played more phys-
ically and more disciplined than 
they have all year, said Coach Wal-
lace.   Bryer Paul led the team with 
12 points, Vories had 11, Carsyn Pen-
nington scored 10, Lynch and Whit-
more had six each, and Carpenter 
and Gavin Mikesell scored two each 
in the 49-19 win.

On Saturday, January 10, the team 
traveled to Pomeroy and the varsity 

lost 65-25.
“A bad game for us. We can make 

excuses, and they are legitimate for 
high school kids. We already had 
three tough games this week, and we 
have injuries. We got in the trenches 
and gave everything in our last few 
games, so of course we are tired and 
hurting,” said Wallace. “I think if we 
can finish the season with six games 
of full effort, adjusting, and heads 
held high, there is a lot we can ac-
complish that the program will see 
in the future,” he added.

Junior varsity team lost at Pome-
roy 60-24.  

“It has been a long week, and 
some of these kids have been having 
to play varsity minutes as well as JV. 
So as a program, we are going to take 
a breath, have some fun this week, 
and get after it strong to end the sea-
son,” said Wallace.

Waitsburg will host Gar-
field-Palouse on Friday, January 16, 
and then travel to Colton on Satur-
day, January 17.   Check the school 
website for start times.

Karen Huwe 

(l-r):  Ryleigh Fabian, Laila Long, Shylo Hedges, Peyton Childers, Ava McCaw, Adalin 
Acevedo, Jaylynn Gleason, Oaklee Adams, Ayra Hillman, Reagan Fabian
front row:   Dori Adkins, Emma Langford, Olivia Long

CARDINAL GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

High School Girls’ Basketball
The Cardinal girls’ high school 

basketball team had a demanding 
four-game schedule following winter 
break.   The team had to play around 
players who were out due to illness. 

“The girls have all been recovering 
from being sick. They are playing po-
sitions they are not used to, but they 
are trying their best and working 
hard. Next weekend, everyone should 
be healthy and back in shape, ready 
for the games, said Coach Kira Wag-
gonner.

Against Dayton on Friday, Janu-
ary 9, the Cardinals lost 66-16. Cheri 
Mathews scored 11 points, and Olivia 
Kiefel had three.   Kaitlynn Paul, Au-
drey Kiefel, and Joslin Nodine scored 
two points each.

The girls traveled to Pomeroy on 
Saturday, January 10, and lost to the 
Pirates 63-25.   Audrey Kiefel led the 
team with eight points.  Mathews had 
five, and Olivia Kiefel and Nodine 
scored four each.   Paul and Lilian 
Carpenter scored two points each.

The Lady Cardinals will next play 
Garfield-Palouse on Friday, January 
16, in Waitsburg.

Middle School Girls’ Basketball 
The Waitsburg Middle School girls’ 

basketball team began practice on 
January 5.   Coach Karen Huwe said 
they are looking forward to their first 
game on January 26 against DeSales.

Karen Huwe 

Addison Crenshaw looks to steal a 
Touchet pass.

Hankins Wins Crusader Classic
Waitsburg Cardinal Jarod Hankins wrestled to a first-place finish at the 

Northwest Christian Crusader Classic on Saturday, January 10. Hankins won 
his first and second matches in the second round by pin.  In the finals, Hakins 
went three rounds with his opponent and won by a 10-9 decision.  

Graycen Teal lost his first match by pin and then won his next two matches 
by pin. He finished the day losing his match by a 14-11 score. 

 Flynn Richardson went 0-2 on the day. He lost the first match by pin in the 
first round. Richardson wrestled hard in his second match, taking his oppo-
nent to the third round, but lost by pin.

 Dylan Gutierrez won two and lost two. He won his first match by points, 
24-8, and lost his second to a first-round pin. Gutierrez won his third match by 
pin in the third round while also scoring 16 points. He lost his fourth match by 
pin in the first round.

 On Saturday, January 17, the Cardinal wrestlers will travel to College Place 
High School. 

Karen Huwe 

Victor Whitmore pulls down a re-
bound against Touchet.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

By Karen Huwe  |  THE TIMES

Little Dribblers are 
back

WAITSBURG — “The Little Dribblers of the Touchet 
Valley began with a simple goal: to bring children from 
Waitsburg, Dayton, Starbuck, and Prescott together to 
learn basketball fundamentals, teamwork, and sports-
manship in a fun, welcoming environment,” said Chelsie 
Abel. 

  This season, 64 young athletes signed up for the 10-
week program held at the Preston Hall gym on Wednes-
days.

The program began on December 10, and due to the 
incredible turnout, Abel split the little dribblers into two 
sessions. The four-year-olds enjoy fun, age-appropriate 
activities that introduce the fundamentals of basketball 
while building coordination, teamwork, and a love for 
the game from 5:05 p.m. to 5:35 p.m. The five-year-olds 
through third graders will follow from 5:35 to 6:30 p.m. 
Through drills and games, the kids will focus on essential 
basketball skills, including dribbling, passing, shooting, 
and defense, in a supportive environment that encourag-
es teamwork and sportsmanship.

Abel thanked two community organizations that pro-
vided support to the program. The Waitsburg Lions Club’s 
donation allowed Abel to purchase 20 basketballs for the 
program, and  Rural Youth Enrichment Services (RYES) 
provided insurance coverage for the program.  

 The support from these sponsors ensures the program 
is accessible to every child and is an investment in basket-
ball for our youth. 

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 
TEACHING AND INTERNSHIP 
SCHOLARSHIPS
By Lane Gwinn |  THE TIMES
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FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES
P I O N E E R  P O R T R A I T S

Fifteen Years Ago
January 13, 2011

[Photo Caption] Above: WP’s Justin Arm-
strong, Kris Cady and Dayton’s Colton Bick-
elhaupt, Below: WP’s David Brock, Tre Bran-
nock, Zach Bartlow and T.J. Hofer.

Seven Make All State: You may have missed 
it over the holidays, but almost three weeks 
after the football season ended, the 2010 
Waitsburg-Prescott team reeled in more re-
cord-setting recognition for their historical 
performance during the season. One Dayton 
Bulldog, Colton Bickelhaupt, also received 
statewide recognition for his efforts on a team 
that made it to the first round of the playoffs. 
Sports writers across the state voted to include 
six Cardinals in the Washington All-State poll, 
with two winning the honor for both offense 
and defense – the first time in local sports his-
tory. The Associated Press 2B All-State Team 
offensive list has Junior Zach Bartlow at the 
top in the quarterback category. T.J. Hofer 
won All-State as a wide receiver. Tre Brannock 
joined the list as offensive linebacker, while 
Kris Cady was singled out in the all-purpose 
category. Brannock and Bartlow were listed 
again on the defensive side as linebacker and 
defensive back respectively. David Brock and 
Justin Armstrong received honorable mention 
as defensive linebacker and defensive back. 
Bickelhaupt received honorable mention as 
defensive back, though locally he is probably 
better known as his team’s quarterback. In-
terviewed on Saturday before their basketball 
game against the Mac-Hi Pioneers, the Car-
dinals who made the All-State team said they 
heard about the poll from head coach Jeff Bart-
low during recent basketball practice. “It was a 
surprise,” Brannock said. “I didn’t think I was 
going to get it for both. It just shows our team 
worked hard this (past) year.” To Zach Bartlow, 
the All-State poll, released Dec. 21, felt like an 
early Christmas present for him and his team. 
“It was a good way to cap the season.” Cady 
and Hofer agreed. “It feels good to be recog-
nized for so many people on our team,” Cady 
said. As Hofer put it: “I was just really excit-
ed.” The Associated Press All-State Team is 
compiled from balloting by sports writers and 
sports casters throughout Washington.

Twenty-Five Years Ago
January 18, 2001

State wheat growers honored Jay Penner of 
Waitsburg for his work with government and 
citizen’s groups toward the goal of retaining 
wheat stubble burning as a production tool for 
farmers.

Local 16th District Senator Mike Hewitt took 
the oath of office during opening ceremonies 
of the 57th Legislature on Jan. 8.

Fifty Years Ago
January 8, 1976

Mr. and Mrs. John Lemler were honored on 
their 60th wedding anniversary on Dec. 20th, at 
an open house at the home of their daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Smith. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lemler were presented a color televi-
sion set by their children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Many friends and rel-
atives gathered for the occasion. About sixty 
were present for the affair.

Seventy-Five Years Ago
January 12, 1951

The Waitsburg Welding Works has been 
temporarily curtailed in the manufacture of 
steel storage tanks due to a shortage of steel.

Wait-Hi students will sponsor a “penny 
party” Friday evening in the recreation room 
to raise money for the student body.

One Hundred Years Ago
January 15, 1926

The Alex Mock home over near the mill, was 
placed under quarantine Monday by health 
officer, Dr. R. E. Butler, a light case of scarlet 
fever has developed in a 10-year old son, For-
rest Mock.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago
January 18, 1901

There is some talk of suing the Coppei for 
making the city water look so like coffee that 
you can’t tell them apart.
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 PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES PUZZLES & LIFESTYLES

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS

• On Jan. 26, 1875, a gang of men 
likely led by Pinkerton Detective 
Agency staff, who mistakenly believed 
that outlaws Frank and Jesse James 
were holed up in their family home, 
raided the house, leaving their mother, 
Zerelda James, permanently maimed 
and their 9-year-old half-brother, 
Archie Samuel, dead from an explod-
ed flare meant to flush the brothers 
out.

• On Jan. 27, 1970, John Lennon 
composed and recorded “Instant Kar-
ma,” his third solo single prior to the 
Beatles’ official breakup, in one day. 
Though he remarked that he “wrote 
it for breakfast, recorded it for lunch, 
and we’re putting it out for dinner,” the 
song was actually released to the pub-
lic almost two weeks later. 

• On Jan. 28, 1777, poet, play-
wright and British General John Bur-
goyne submitted a plan to the British 
government that would isolate New 
England from the other colonies, 
which involved an invasion of 8,000 
British troops from Canada moving 
south through New York and taking 
the Americans by surprise. Its failure 
that autumn launched severe criticism, 
and soon after Burgoyne retired from 
active service.

• On Jan. 29, 1929, The Seeing 
Eye, America’s first school designed 
to train guide dogs for the visually 
impaired, opened in Tennessee. For 
the benefit of skeptical reporters, 
co-founder Morris Frank showcased 
his own dog, Buddy, on busy New 
York streets.

• On Jan. 30, 1994, American speed 
skater Dan Jansen set a new world 
record of 35.76 at the World Sprint 
Championships in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada.

• On Jan. 31, 1961, a chimp named 
Ham became the first hominid in 
space, after a 16.5-minute suborbit-
al flight, paving the way for the first 
human in space three months later.

• On Feb. 1, 1917, Germany returned 
to the policy of unrestricted submarine 
warfare it had suspended in response 
to pressure from America and oth-
er neutral countries. The previous 
day, German chancellor Theobald 
Bethmann Hollweg had announced 
that “the destructive designs of our 
opponents cannot be expressed more 
strongly. We have been challenged to 
fight to the end. We accept the chal-
lenge. We stake everything, and we 
shall be victorious.”

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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• On Jan. 26, 1875, a gang of men, 
likely led by Pinkerton Detective Agen-
cy staff, who mistakenly believed that 
outlaws Frank and Jesse James were 
holed up in their family home, raided 
the house, leaving their mother, Zerel-
da James, permanently maimed and 
their 9-year-old half-brother, Archie 
Samuel, dead from an exploded flare 
meant to flush the brothers out.

• On Jan. 27, 1970, John Lennon 
composed and recorded “Instant Kar-
ma,” his third solo single before the 
Beatles’ official breakup, in one day. 
Though he remarked that he “wrote 
it for breakfast, recorded it for lunch, 
and we’re putting it out for dinner,” the 
song was released to the public almost 
two weeks later. 

• On Jan. 28, 1777,  poet, playwright, 
and British General John Burgoyne 
submitted a plan to the British govern-
ment to isolate New England from the 
other colonies, which involved an inva-
sion by 8,000 British troops from Can-
ada moving south through New York 
and taking the Americans by surprise. 

Its failure that autumn launched severe 
criticism, and soon after, Burgoyne re-
tired from active service.

• On Jan. 29, 1929, The Seeing Eye, 
America’s first school designed to train 
guide dogs for the visually impaired, 
opened in Tennessee. For the benefit of 
skeptical reporters, co-founder Morris 
Frank showcased his own dog, Buddy, 
on busy New York streets.

• On Jan. 30, 1994, American speed 
skater Dan Jansen set a new world re-
cord of 35.76 at the World Sprint Cham-
pionships in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

• On Jan. 31, 1961, a chimp named 
Ham became the first hominid in 
space, after a 16.5-minute suborbital 
flight, paving the way for the first hu-
man in space three months later.

• On Feb. 1, 1917, Germany returned 
to the policy of unrestricted subma-
rine warfare it had suspended in re-
sponse to pressure from America and 
other neutral countries. The previous 
day, German Chancellor Theobald 
Bethmann Hollweg had announced 
that “the destructive designs of our 
opponents cannot be expressed more 
strongly. We have been challenged to 
fight to the end. We accept the chal-
lenge. We stake everything, and we 
shall be victorious.”

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Community Calendar

WAITSBURG MONTHLY MEETINGS
Waitsburg City Council
Third Wednesday of each month @ 7 
p.m. at City Hall. 
Planning Commission
Second Friday of the month @ 10 a.m. @ 
City Hall and on Zoom. 
Waitsburg School Board 
Third Thursday of every month @ 6 p.m. at the Waitsburg Elemen-
tary School Library.
Zoom info is available at Waistburgsd.org by emailing waitsburg-
cc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Home and School Association – First Wednesday of 
each month, 6:30 p.m. at the Waitsburg Elementary School Li-
brary. All parents, school district staff, and community members 
are welcome. 
Waitsburg Historical Society
Third Thursday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ Weller Public Library
Waitsburg Booster Club
First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m. @ High School Home Ec. 
room
Waitsburg Parks and Recreation Public Meeting
First Thursday of the month, 6 p.m. @ Waitsburg City Hall
Info email: info@waitsburgparks.org 
Weller Public Library 
Board of Trustees 
Second Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m. 
@ Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Friends of the Weller Public Library
Second Tuesday of the month, @ 7:15 
p.m.
Waitsburg Commercial Club
Last Thursdays of the month @ Ten Ton Art @noon. Zoom info is 
available by emailing waitsburgcc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Resource Center
Community Food Bank
Thursdays, 2 – 4 p.m. Food Donations
106 ½ Preston Ave
Waitsburg Christian Church
Drop-off and pick-up Clothing Donation Center upstairs at 604 
Main Street

DAYTON & COLUMBIA COUNTY MEETINGS
Board of Columbia County Commissioners
Regular meetings - First and third Monday of the month @ 9 a.m.
Work sessions - Second and fourth Monday of each month @ 9 a.m.
Call-in information available at https://www.columbiaco.
com/114/County-Commissioners
Dayton City Council
Second Tuesday of the month @ 6 p.m.
Call-in information available at:
https://www.daytonwa.com/54-inside-city-hall/city-council 

Dayton School Board
First and third Wednesday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ 
Dayton High School auditorium 
DHS Alumni Meeting 
Every Third Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. 
Dayton Eagles on Main St. Dayton. 

The Coalition for Youth and Families
Second Tuesday of the month @ noon @ The Port of Columbia - 1 
Port Way, Dayton, Wash.
Columbia County Public Hospital Dist. Board of Commissioners
Fourth Wednesday of the month @ 9 a.m. Call (509) 382-2531 for 
information.
Dayton Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting
Third Monday of the month @ 7 p.m. Delany room and Zoom 
Meeting ID: 852 3836 3787
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85238363787
Columbia County Parks and Recreation Pool District 
Regular Board Meetings are held on the last Thursday of each 
month, 5 p.m. @ Columbia County Fire District Conference Room
Dayton Kiwanis Club Meeting 
Second and fourth Thursday @ Noon
Hybrid in-person meetings at the Delany 
Library with online Zoom available. 
PRESCOTT MEETINGS
Prescott Joint Park & Rec District (PJPRD) Monthly meetings for 
2024 are 2nd Thursday of each month, @ 6 p.m.
Prescott School District Board of Directors Meeting
4th Thursday of each month, @ 6 p.m. @ Prescott School Multi-Pur-
pose, room 401, and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 846 7687 9995
STARBUCK MEETINGS 
Starbuck City Council
2nd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at Starbuck City Hall

WAITSBURG SENIOR 
CENTER
504 Main Street
11 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 20
Salisbury Steak 
Bread, 
Cookie, 
MOW: Potatoes 
Vegetable, Fruit
IN HOUSE: Salad Bar 

Lunches

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA IN PRO-
BATE
NO: 25-4-00262-36
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS
In the Matter of the Estate of:
MARLENE ELIZABETH WIL-
LIAMS,
Deceased.
Notice is hereby given that 
the undersigned has been 
appointed personal represen-
tative. 
All persons having claims 
against the estate are required 
to present them, with vouchers 
attached, to the undersigned 
personal representative at 
c/o Christine M. Wallace, 801 
South Main, Milton-Freewater, 
OR 97862, within four months 
after the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, or the claims 
may be barred.
All persons whose rights may 
be affected by the proceed-
ings may obtain additional 
information from the records 
of the court, the personal rep-
resentative, or the attorney for 
the personal representative, 
Christine M. Wallace.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: January 1, 2026
Personal Representative:
/s/ Becky Jo Lindsey
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative:
Christine M. Wallace
801 South Main
Milton-Freewater, OR 97862
Phone: (541) 938-3379
Fax: (541) 938-8740
The Times
January 1, 8, 15, 2026
1-1-c

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 
IN AND FOR T	 HE 
COUNTY OF WALLA WALLA
NO: 25-4-00288-36
PROBATE NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
In re the Estate of:
RAY D. MINGS,
Deceased.
The Personal Representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Personal Representative, or 
the Personal Representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below, a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court in which 
the probate proceedings were 
commenced. The claim must 
be presented within the later 
of: (1) Thirty (30) days after 
the Personal Representative 
served or mailed the Notice 
to the Creditors as provided 
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); 
or (2) Four (4) months after 
the date of first publication 
of the Notice. If the claim is 
not presented within this time 
frame, the claim is forever 
barred, except as otherwise 
provided in RCW 11.40.051 
and 11.40.060. This bar is 
effective as to claims against 
both the decedent’s probate 
and non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: January 1, 2026
Personal Representative: 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF COLUMBIA
NO: 25-4-00024-7
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
In the Matter of the Estate of:
MARY LIEBERMANN PHIL-
LIPS,
Deceased.
The personal representative 
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to 
the personal representative or 
the personal representative’s 
attorney at the address stated 
below a copy of the claim 
and filing the original of the 
claim with the court. The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of: (1) Thirty days after 
the personal representative 
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four 
months after the date of first 

Public Notice
The City of Prescott is taking 
applications/letters of interest 
from interested Citizens who 
wish to fill a vacant position 
on the Prescott City Coun-
cil. Interested Citizens are 
required to live within the 
Corporate City Limits of the 
City of Prescott as well as be 
a register voter in the Prescott 
District. A complete overview 
of the duties and regulations is 
available at City Hall. Applica-
tions/Letters of interest must 
be received at City Hall by 4 
pm on Monday, January 26, 
2026.  For questions, contact 
City Hall at 509 849-2262 
during normal business hours.
Nathanial Murphy
Prescott City Clerk & Treasurer
The Times
January 8, 15, 22, 2026
1-8-a

publication of the notice. If the 
claim is not presented within 
this time frame, the claim is 
forever barred, except as 
otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate 
assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: January 15, 2026
Administrator:
Kathy Somers Schirm
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative:
Julie E. Karl, WSBA #45950
Address for Mailing or Service:
Karl Law Office, PLLC
PO Box 66, Waitsburg, WA 
99361
(509) 382-3137
The Times
January 15, 22, 29, 2026
1-15-a

/s/ Teresa Matson 
Attorney for the Personal 
Representative: 
Mona J. Geidl of Minn-
ick-Hayner, PS
Address for Mailing or Service:
Minnick-Hayner
PO Box 1757
Walla Walla, WA 99362
(509) 527-3500
The Times
January 1, 8, 15, 2026
1-1-d

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

FUN FACTS:
China has wind turbines.

THE TIMES
BID FOR THE BIRDS

WAITSBURG —The Waitsburg 
Booster Club officers and board 
members invite Cardinal supporters 
to the first annual “Bid for the Birds” 
silent auction fundraiser.

On Saturday, February 28, the Royal Block will 
host the 21+ event from 6 to 9 p.m.  The Booster Club 
will provide appetizers, and a no-host bar will be 
available.

 Silent auction items will include baskets donated 
by the school’s sports teams and clubs.  The team or 
club whose basket raises the most money will win a 
pizza party compliments of the Booster Club. 

The Booster Club welcomes community clubs, 
organizations, and businesses to donate baskets for 
the event.  The highest bid from a community basket 
wins “bragging rights.” 

Visit, listen to music, and place your bid.  All pro-
ceeds benefit the students, sports teams, clubs, and 
music programs at Waitsburg Schools.

Thursday, Jan. 15
Breakfast

Pancake on a Stick
Lunch

Fish Sticks
Mac & Cheese
Fruit & Vegetable

Friday, Jan. 16
Breakfast

Breakfast Burrito
Lunch

Nachos w/ Cheese, Beef, 
or Fresh Toppings
Fruit & Vegetable

Monday, Jan. 19
No School - M.L. King 
Day

Tuesday, Jan. 20
Breakfast

Biscuits & Gravy
Lunch

Hot Ham & Cheese
Tomato Soup
Fruit & Vegetable

Wednesday, Jan. 21
Breakfast

Muffin
Lunch

Chicken Caeser Wrap
Breadstick
Fruit & Vegetable

WAITSBURG SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 


