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4-H & FFA
A group of volunteers 
spent Saturday working 
to clean up and repair 
the pig barn and horse 
stalls at the Waitsburg 
Fairgrounds.
(See Page 7)

Superheros
Moms and their sons 
had a great time at the 
Mother/Son Superhero 
movie night in Waitsburg 
on Friday. 
(See Page 5)

ART
Richland artist Suzi 
Vitulli is showing her 
work during the month 
of March at the Wenaha 
Gallery in Dayton.
(See Page 4)
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COLUMBIA COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS TO 
MOVE OFFICES OUT OF 
COURTHOUSE
Current Space Adjacent to 
Courtroom Will Be Converted for 
Use by District Court

DAYTON--The Board of County Commis-
sioners has signed a two-year lease to rent space 
next to the Columbia County Courthouse, for-
merly occupied by Manila Bay Restaurant. The 
Commissioners will move their offices and 
meeting room into the new space this spring. 

The move is designed to make room for Co-
lumbia County District Court to move from its 
current location at the Port of Columbia to the 
courthouse.

“The savings would be considerable, and it 
will be better for the Sheriff’s response time.” 
Commissioner Norm Passmore said.

In February, the commissioners and the 
county department managers began talks about 
consolidating offices, to provide for better effi-
ciency and to produce cost savings for the tax-
payer.

PERMANENT LEVY WOULD APPLY TO ALL 
COLUMBIA COUNTY PROPERTY TAX PAYERS

DAYTON—Columbia County is currently one of only four coun-
ties in the state without an emergency medical services levy. That 
could change if a proposed ambulance levy is approved by voters 
in August. The levy would add 50 cents per $1,000 assessed value to 
county property tax rates in 2019.

The proposed levy would affect all property taxpayers in Colum-
bia County, including those in Fire Districts 1, 2 and 3. Fire District 2 
residents in Walla Walla County would not be affected.

A supermajority of 60% yes votes is required to pass the levy. If 
passed, the levy will raise a projected amount of $458,794 for the 
three Fire Districts and the Town of Starbuck in 2019.

The proposed levy would be a permanent levy, and would not ex-
pire. However, the rate would likely drop over time as property val-
ues increase. The overall levy amount cannot be increased by more 
than one percent each year.

Fire District 3 Chief Jeromy Phinney said the purpose of the levy 

is to address the maintenance and stabilization of the emergency 
medical system, to establish funds for staffing and training, to meet 
growing demands for EMS coverage, and to help with the costs of 
replacing aging equipment.

He said that since 2003 the county has seen a 65% increase in 
emergency medical service calls, but there is an acute shortage of 
volunteer emergency medical technicians, especially during week-
days and nights.

Phinney said in 2005 there were 12 active volunteer EMTs and 11 
volunteer drivers for 389 service calls. There are now four paid staff, 
one active volunteer EMT, and only four volunteer drivers, and the 
number of calls has risen to 581, he said.

“If a volunteer is out of town, we really, really struggle to get the 
shifts covered,” he said. “We’ve got to have an ambulance ready to 
go.”

Phinney said the percentage of volunteer fire service recruits in 
the state has decreased by approximately 39%, since 2011. Of the 
remaining recruits, about 53% will drop out during the first year.

“Getting them in the door is hard, and retaining them is hard,” 
he said.

Phinney said EMTs must undergo strict training and certification 
requirements. The initial certification process for an emergency 

 Fire Districts Seek Levy for 
Ambulance Service

BALLOTS ARE DUE BY APRIL 3 IN 
WAITSBURG’S ANNUAL CITY ELECTIONS

WAITSBURG – Unlike last year, the candidacy filing pe-
riod for Waitsburg’s annual elections closed on time this 
year, with a full slate of candidates. However, the council 
will look very much like last year, with the possible excep-
tion of mayor. 

And even that is a re-run, as incumbent Marty Dunn 
will once again run against former city council member 
Debra Callahan.  

The deadline for filing Declarations of Candidacy 
closed March 10 with all of the city council incumbents 
bidding to re-up their terms. No other challengers filed for 
city council positions.

Kevin House has held a seat on the council since 2010, 
followed by KC Kuykendall, who filled the remainder of a 
vacant term in 2013 and was elected the following year. 
Kate Hockersmith was elected in 2016 and Terry Jacoy and 
Jim Romine will start their second terms after being elect-
ed for the first time in 2017.

Mayor Dunn Faces 
Challenge from Callahan

Marty Dunn

Debra Callahan

Photo by Ken Graham

Dave Molesh and a 
group of young actors 
sing “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-
Dah” during a recent 
rehearsal for this year’s 
TVAC Productions 
Spring Variety Show: 
“Dazzling, Delightful 
& Dandy.” The show 
is on at the Liberty 
Theater in Dayton 
Friday through Sunday. 
See article and more 
photos on Page 7.

ZIP-A-DEE-DOO-DAH!
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TOUCHET VALLEY LIFE

FOR RENT MISC.
CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED
Main Street Salon 
is seeking a Wash. state li-
censed cosmetologist to rent a 
chair in our salon in downtown 
Dayton. Call (509) 382-2060 
for more info.

FREE EASTER DRAWING
Stop in at the Village Shoppes 
to sign up for:
2 large baskets
2 chocolate bunnies
No purchase necessary
HAPPY EASTER FROM THE 
VILLAGE SHOPPES.

The Dayton Chamber of 
Commerce 

is seeking a full-time assistant 
to work in the Chamber office 
assisting the Executive Direc-
tor and helping run the Dayton 
Visitors’ Center. Experience 
working in an office environ-
ment with strong computer 
and customer service skills is 
important. Salary 25k to 28k, 
depending on experience. 
Please email cover letter and 
resume to chamber@historic-
dayton.com.

Join us at the 
Touchet Valley Golf Course 

for the 2018 Golf Season! 
All course fees are available for purchase now for 

the upcoming golf season.  
Call or visit the Columbia County Commissioner’s office 

to get your season started!

Columbia County Parks and Recreation 
509-382-4542

341 E Main Street
8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Dayton, WA 99328

Now offering reduced weekend rates, Senior rates and 
Introductory Annual Greens Fees!

Touchet Valley Weather March 14, 2018
Waitsburg's Seven Day Forecast

Wednesday

Showers Likely

High: 54  Low: 36

Thursday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 52  Low: 37

Friday

Mostly Cloudy

High: 50  Low: 36

Saturday

Few Showers

High: 52  Low: 37

Sunday

Few Showers

High: 50  Low: 35

Monday

Partly Cloudy

High: 55  Low: 40

Tuesday

Sunny

High: 59  Low: 44

Weather Trivia
What was Benjamin 
Franklin's contribution to 
meteorology? ?

Answer: He showed that 

lightning is electricity.

Weather History
March 14, 1987 - A powerful 
storm in the western U.S. 
produced 15 inches of snow in 
the Lake Tahoe Basin of Nevada, 
and wind gusts to 50 mph at Las 
Vegas, Nev. Thunderstorms in 
the Sacramento Valley of 
California spawned a tornado 
which hit a turkey farm 
near Corning.

Local Almanac Last Week
Day High Low Normals Precip

Tuesday 52 30 52/35 0.00"

Wednesday 51 30 52/35 0.00"

Thursday 56 33 53/36 0.04"

Friday 55 34 53/36 0.00"

Saturday 59 29 53/36 0.00"

Sunday 57 35 54/36 0.00"

Monday 68 35 54/37 0.00"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Precipitation 0.04"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal precipitation 0.49"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure from normal -0.45"

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average temperature 44.6°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Average normal temperature 44.4°

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Departure from normal +0.2°

Data as reported from Walla Walla

Sun/Moon Chart This Week
Day Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

Wednesday 7:07 a.m. 6:57 p.m. 5:59 a.m. 4:09 p.m.

Thursday 7:05 a.m. 6:59 p.m. 6:30 a.m. 5:11 p.m.

Friday 7:03 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 7:00 a.m. 6:16 p.m.

Saturday 7:01 a.m. 7:01 p.m. 7:27 a.m. 7:22 p.m.

Sunday 6:59 a.m. 7:03 p.m. 7:54 a.m. 8:30 p.m.

Monday 6:57 a.m. 7:04 p.m. 8:22 a.m. 9:39 p.m.

Tuesday 6:55 a.m. 7:05 p.m. 8:52 a.m. 10:49 p.m.

New

3/17

First

3/24

Full

3/31

Last

4/8

Exciting Opportunity for a 
Journeyman Electrician

Columbia Pulp is looking for a 
Journeyman Electrician to join 
our team in an exciting oppor-
tunity at a new state-of-the-art 
pulp mill located in Starbuck, 
Washington. This is a full-time 
position that will perform elec-
trical troubleshooting

Exciting Opportunity for a 
Maintenance Mechanic

Columbia Pulp is looking for a 
Maintenance Mechanic to join 
our team in an exciting oppor-
tunity at a new state-of-the-art 
pulp mill located in Starbuck, 
Washington. This is a full-time 
position that will perform 
mechanical troubleshooting 
and maintenance on Colum-
bia Pulp’s Lyons Ferry Plant 
equipment and facilities. If you 
are interested in this oppor-
tunity, please submit a cover 
letter and resume for consid-
eration to wendy.hoggard@
columbiapulp.com.

Ten Years Ago  March 20, 2008
Photo caption: These Mustang basketball play-

ers received special awards from their Coach, Kar-
en Huwe. From left , Kyle Huxoll, Jessica Guay, Jes-
sie Hopkins, Taylor Sams and Samantha Moss. Not 
pictured, Katy Hofer. 

Recipients of the 2007 Commercial Club Service 
Award are John and Marilyn Stellwagen, owners of 
the Waitsburg Hardware and Mercantile, and Rob-
bie and Marilyn Johnson, owners of the Plaza The-
ater Building and home of Etctera’s. In addition to 
recognizing the foursome’s stewardship and reno-
vation of the historic landmarks, Marilyn Stellwa-
gen was singles out of the foursome for her passion 
for the humane treatment of pets, mainly dogs and 
cats. 

Waitsburg will be one of the stops for 11 Japa-
nese students and their chaperones from Walla 
Walla’s Sister City of Sasayama, part of a Sister City 
cultural exchange on March 24. The group will be 
visiting Waitsburg High School at about 9 a.m, of 
Thursday March 27. In the afternoon, they will ven-
ture to the Neil and Kathy Carpenter farm to give th 
stufents an opportunity to explore a real “Washing-
ton Wheat Ranch”

Twenty Five Years Ago March 11, 1993
Waitsburg-Dayton to host AAU tourney. The 

Touchet Valley Classic, the first=ever AAU basket-
ball tournament in Waitsburg is being formed by 
AAU participants. Jean Hulce, an AAU supporter, 
said the tourney is being planned for March 19-
21 at both the Waitsburg and Dayton high school 
gyms.

Joanna Lanning: Clowning has become a popu-
lar project for members of the  Seekers 4-H Club. Fif-
teen club members of all ages from Waitsburg and 
Dayton have chosen  to become perky performers 
who enjoy their anonymity. Photo captions: K. C. 
the Clown of Milton Freewater, performs skit with 
help of student clown, Matthew Jackson, Bev Star-
tin in costume, Shane Smith, juggles, Kelley Voth, 
forground and Jedd Oakley, work on their skit.

Waitsburg High School seniors Yolanda Chavez 
and Joey Brown have been selected as the Exchange 
Club of  Walla Walla’s “Youth of the Month” and are 
scheduled to give speeches to the club on Monday, 
March 22. Their topic is timely. “Jobs in the timber 
industry vs. the spotted owl” The students have 
been asked to address the following question. How 
would they propose to meet both of these needs 
and what would they do to de-emphasize one, if 
needed in favor of the other.

Fifty Years Ago  March 14, 1968
Fourteen area Green Giant employees from the 

Dayton and Waitsburg plants were honored Satur-
day night at the Company’s annual Service Award  
Party. Honore as they completed careers with 
Green Giant were Walter Loveland, James Miller, 
Richard Prater and Joe Lles. Awards for 25 years of 
service were presented to Roy Woodworth, Henry 
Breiner, Clarence Kregger, John Hunt, and Emma 
Hanger. Awards for 15 years of service were pre-
sented to Jerry Renfrow, Darrell Webb, Rosemary 
Crothers, Carl Ashley, and Gilbert Sharpe. Green 
Giant’s vice president U. S. A. Productions, Austin 
J. Hayden, was in Dayton for the Awards party as 
was John Oyen, Manager of Labor Relations.

Seventy Five Years Ago March 19, 1943
Beginning Monday morning, March 29, house-

wives will begin to use the red stamps from ration 
book No. 2 to obtain their family supplies of meats, 
edible fats, and oils (including butter), cheeses, 
and canned fish under the prevailing point system. 

The honor roll this period includes Robery 
loundagin, Mary Hirsch, Donna Jeremiah, Robert 
Wolfe, Harriet Nilsson, Ruth Perry, Phylis Ander-
son, Colleen Collins Marie Switzer, Elmer Hays, 
Naomi Stanley, and Elizabeth Sutton

After twenty years of service  in public schools, 
Superintendent A T. Sutton notified the Board of 
Directors last Tuesday noon, that he does not wish 
to be considered as a candidate for reelection when 
the p0resent term expires July . 

One Hundred Years Ago, March 22, 1918
The Walla Walla Argicultural Stock Fair was for-

mally organized at the  Commercial Club room 
Saturday afternoon. The new officials who will pi-
lot the affairs of the new fair association are Oscar 
Drumheller, Pres:, F. S. Dement, vice prs:, Trustees 
Drumheller, Dement, Matt Ennis, J. A. McLean, 
Walla Walla: Wes Lloyd and  F. J. Aldrich, Waitsburg, 
H. H. Hansen, Touchet.

Miss Florence Rees who is a student at the State 
College of Washington, carried a part in the hu-
morous playlet, “Joint Ownership in Spain” which 
was recently staged by the girls’  athletic associa-
tion of this college.

One Hundred Twenty Five Years Ago  -
March 24, 1893

Emerson Wheeler celebrated his fifteenth birth-
day on Wednesday, the 22nd. 

Miss Minnie Dixon is teaching a school in this 
county and Miss Mary will begin next Monday.

Albert Dickinson and William Singer left for 
Pomeroy this morning to look into the electric light 
plant there.

Abel White has a good milk cow to sell. Big cow, 
gentle and give a bushel of milk, all cream.

A very pleasant surprise party was given Mrs. T. 
H. Essup on the evening of her last day in Waits-
burg. The surprise was planned and executed 
by the Rebekahs, of which Mrs. Jessup is a worth 
member and was a decided success.

14
Dayton Storytime
Dayton Memorial Li-

brary
10 a.m.

Christian Women’s 
Connection Luncheon

Waitsburg Town Hall
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
RSVP to Judy (509) 

399-2005

Celebrate Recovery, 
Waitsburg

Waitsburg Christian 
Church

6:30 p.m.

15
Waitsburg School 

Board
Elementary School Li-

brary
7 p.m.

Dayton Senior Round 
Table  

Senior Center (403 E. 
Patit St.)  

12 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. Call 382-2836 to 
RSVP by the day prior.

Waitsburg Resource 
Center

106 Preston Avenue 
(side of Banner Bank)

2-4 p.m. 

16
Prescott Story Time
Prescott Library
11 a.m.

16-18
Dazzling, Delightful, 

and Dandy: the 2018 
Spring Variety Show

The Liberty Theater, 
Dayton

Fri., Sat.: 7 p.m.; Sun. 
3 p.m.

See article on Page 7 
for more info.

18
Prescott Lions Fund-

raiser Breakfast
Prescott Lions Hall
8-11 a.m.
Third weekend of 

each month.

Book Chat
Delany Building
6 p.m.

Karoake
The Tuxedo Bar & 

Grill, Prescott
8 p.m.

19
Special Showing of 

“Paper Tigers”
Plaza Theater, Main 

St., Waitsburg
6:30 p.m.
Documentary explor-

ing the impact of Adverse 
Childhood Experiences 
(ACES). Showing limited 
to adults only.

Waitsburg Story Time  
Weller Public Library  
10:30 a.m.

Celebrate Recovery, 
Dayton

Catalyst Church (311 
S. 4th)

Dinner 6 p.m.; Meet-
ing 7 p.m.

21
Dayton Storytime
Dayton Memorial Li-

brary
10 a.m.

Dayton Friends of the 
Library

Delany Building
4 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery, 
Waitsburg

Waitsburg Christian 
Church

6:30 p.m.

Waitsburg City Coun-
cil

Lions Building, Fair-
grounds

7 p.m.

Dayton School Board
District Board Room
6 p.m.

22
Columbia County 

Voluntary Stewardship 
Program public meeting

Delany Room, Dayton 
Memorial Library

111 S. 3rd St., Dayton
7 p.m.
See article on Page 10 

for more info.

Dayton Senior Round 
Table  

Senior Center (403 E. 
Patit St.)  

12 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thurs-

days. Call 382-2836 to 
RSVP by the day prior.

Waitsburg Resource 
Center

106 Preston Avenue 
(side of Banner Bank)

2-4 p.m. 

Prescott School 
Board

District Boardroom
6 p.m.

THANK YOU FOR 
READING
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KEN GRAHAM, Editor and Publisher 
ken@waitsburgtimes.com

(509) 540-2752

DENA MARTIN, Waitsburg Reporter 
dena@waitsburgtimes.com

(509) 520-3183

MICHELE SMITH, Dayton Reporter 
michele@waitsburgtimes.com

(509) 520-5297

TEENY MCMUNN, Advertising Manager 
advertising@waitsburgtimes.com

(509) 386-5287

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE 
www.waitsburgtimes.com 

www.facebook.com/waitsburgtimes

The Times
139 Main St., P.O. Box 97, Waitsburg

242 E. Main Street, Dayton
(509) 337-6631

STAFF DIRECTORY

MUIRHEAD SALVAGE

(509) 529-0529

Church
Directory

Waitsburg
Presbyterian 

Church
504 Main

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

337-6589
Rev. Bret Moser

Waitsburg
Chapel
320 W. 2nd

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Bible Study

Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.
337-6235

Rev. Jimmie Daves

Waitsburg
Christian 

Church
604 Main St

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m. 

Each Sunday
337-8898

Rev. Matthew Wyatt

New River
Fellowship

121 Main St, (Town Hall)
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.
 www.newriverfellowship.org

520-5676

 Worship 10:00 a.m.

N E W S  B R I E F S

Protect Our Shorelines! 

The Shorelines Master Program is a method to plan 
for and foster reasonable and appropriate use within 
Columbia County Shorelines. This policy is designed 
to ensure that any development of these shorelines 
will promote and enhance public interest while  
protecting them from adverse effects.  
There are four types of permits available for work in 
or near our Shorelines of Statewide Significance.  

Knowing the requirements can be confusing.  
We’re here to help! 

Bring your questions to: 
 Columbia County Planning and  

Building at 114 S. 2nd St. or call (509) 382-4676. 

March 16: Edna Clough, Mike Estes, Edith Largent, 
Carol Heilbrun, Michael Kerry, Guy Keeney, Chenae 
Dahlstrom, Megan Payne, and Carley Horlacher.

March 17: Joan Ruble, John Butler, Winton Lytle, 
Brian Doering and Kristi Unholz.

March 18: Sherrie Larsen, Ben Daniel and Marisa 
Hoops.

March 19: Verna Allen, Elaine Reese, Norma John-
son, Terry Jacoy, Josh Mayberry and E. Neil Stephens.

March 20: John Hazelbaker, Arlene Winnett, An-
drew Wright, Kristopher Patton, Stacey Grende, So-
phie Henry and Paul John.

March 21: Brad Huffman,  Doris Williams, Linda 
Stonecipher, Margie Huwe, Lane Huffman, Rebecca 
Stokes, Ken Lenhart.

16: Irish Pancake/ 
Cook’s Choice

19: Cook’s Choice; 
Nachos

20: Biscuit & Gravy; 
Baked Potato Bar

21: Muffin & Yogurt; 
Hot Ham & Cheese

22: Cook’s Choice; 
Cheese OR Pepperoni 
Pizza, Baby Carrots, 
Pineapple

WSU EXTENSION WORKING 
FORESTS FOR LANDOWNERS 
WORKSHOP

DAYTON – The WSU Extension Working for Land-
owners Workshop is on Saturday, March 24, from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Columbia County Fairgrounds 
Youth Building in Dayton.

Natural resources professionals will share infor-
mation with landowners on how to set and achieve 
goals, protect the health and beauty of their forests, 
and how to protect their financial investments and 
reduce risk.

Forests can provide a lifestyle and living, but that 
almost always requires active management and ac-
tions such as; timber harvesting, tree planting and 
thinning, grazing, and weed control. Other activities 
for improving wildlife habitat are; controlling ero-
sion, fire suppression and fuel treatment, and road 
and trail maintenance.

Earlybird registration is $10 per person, or $20 per 
family, by March 20. The cost is $20 per person or $30 
per family, after March 20. Lunch is available for an 
additional $10, per person. Proceeds benefit the local 
FFA, and must be purchased by March 20.

Brochure/registration is available online at: www.
forestry.wsu.edu or at: the Dayton WSU Extension of-
fice at 137 E Main St. 

For more information contact Extension Agent 
Paul Carter at: 382-4741.

COLUMBIA COUNTY SEEKS 
VOLUNTEERS

The Columbia County Commissioners are encour-
aging anyone who would like to volunteer at the Co-
lumbia County Fairgrounds, the Touchet Valley Golf 
Course, or at some of the county offices, to submit a 
volunteer application. Applications are available in 
the commissioners’ office on the third floor of the 
courthouse.

PRESCOTT LIONS ERWIN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
BREAKFAST

PRESCOTT –  Breakfast will be served March17-18 
from 8-11 a.m. at the Prescott Lion’s Club Building lo-
cated at Highway 124 and “D” Street in Prescott. The 
Lions will be serving an Irish-themed breakfast this 
weekend in honor of St. Patrick’s Day.   Meals are $8 
and all proceeds will fund the Sam Erwin Scholarship 
Fund to benefit Prescott School students.

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 
SERIES STARTS MARCH 15

DAYTON –  A free seven-week Strengthening 
Families program, for parents and youth 10-14 years 
of age, will be offered in Dayton beginning Thurs., 
March 15 and ending Thurs., May 3, with one week off 
for spring break. Each session will begin with a fam-
ily meal at 6 p.m. followed by classes for parents and 
youth, which will conclude by 8:30 p.m.

The sessions are free of charge, but class size is 
limited. Contact Jennifer Price at (509) 939-1341 to 
register. Registrations will be filled on a first-come-
first serve basis. 

Photo by Michele Smith

Palouse artist and historian Nona Hengen 
spoke to a large crowd at Wenaha Gallery 
on March 3, who heard her talk about the 
Battle of Pine Creek in 1858. One hundred 
sixty troops, commanded by Lt. Col. Ed-
ward Steptoe, were routed and defeated 
by Palouse, Spokane and Coeur d’Alene 
tribes. Above: Hengen displayed her paint-
ing, “Horse Slaughter Camp”, depicting the 
slaughter of more than 800 horses owned 
by the Indians at the hands of US Army 
troops.

THE BATTLE OF PINE CREEK
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A PROUD TRADITION
The Times was founded in 1878 by C.W. Wheeler 
and has been produced every week since then. It is 
one of the oldest newspapers in the state of Wash-
ington.

The Times publishes news and information 
about Walla Walla and Columbia counties and 
their communities. We have offices located in 
both Waitsburg and Dayton.
The newspaper welcomes news tips and 
information about commmunity activities. An 
independent newspaper, The Times welcomes 
expressions of opinion and commentary in 
Letters to the Times column.
Periodical postage paid at Waitsburg, Wash. 
99361. (USPS 630-120) Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Times, Subscription Mailing 
Address, P.O. Box 97 Waitsburg, Wash., 99361. 
For address corrections send Form 3579.

Annual subscription rates: Walla Walla and 
Columbia counties - $40; Out of County - $45. We 
gladly accept major credit cards

 COMMENT / ARTS

There is a tendency within a cul-
ture saturated with pop art im-
agery to go for shock value – the 

gritty – to extol a painting because it is 
edgy, disturbing, and unsettling. Such 
has been the “norm” for so long that 
people associate fine art with depres-
sion and anxiety.

But if art is anything, it’s versatile, 
and many talented painters opt to use 
their skills to promote the other side 
of the spectrum: happiness, hope, joy, 
and beauty. This aptly describes the 
watercolor paintings of Richland art-
ist Suzi Vitulli, who unabashedly loves 
bright colors because, she says, they 
make her, and her viewers, feel happy.

“I strive to create something beau-

tiful and inviting,” Vitulli says of her 
work. “I hope to entice the viewer to 
come in and take a closer look.”

Vitulli, who in addition to creating 
art teaches it at Richland Parks and 
Recreation, Kennewick Community 
Education, and workshops in the Wal-
la Walla area, is showing a selection of 
her bright, happy paintings in a month-
long art event at Wenaha Gallery in 
Dayton.

The gallery, 219 East Main Street, 
is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday. Find out more about 
Vitulli’s free Art Event by dropping in, 
calling (509) 382-2124, or emailing art@
wenaha.com.

Courtely images

Watercolors by Suzi Vitulli.  Above left: Rascal. Right: Dewdrop Mornin’, 

CAROLYN HENDERSON: TALK ABOUT ART

The Bright Colors of Suzi Vitulli’s Art

Suzi Vitulli

RANDY HINCHLIFFE: 
CITY OF WAITSBURG

The Future 
of  Waitsburg 
Fairgrounds
After many years under lease by the Days of 

Real Sport, Inc., the city of Waitsburg took back 
control of the Waitsburg Fairgrounds facility in 

2005. The city proceeded to annex the property into 
the city limits and set up rules and guidelines for the 
use of the facility. In addition, we attempted to keep 
up with the multitude of deferred maintenance items 
present at the facility as a means to make them more 
attractive and usable again.

With the end of small track horse racing in Wash-
ington and the discontinuation of the annual Lions 
Club softball tournament, the city needed to figure 
out a new use for the facility. City staff came up with a 
reasonable plan to revitalize the facility, which includ-
ed the installation of a little league complex, removal 
of the inner race track rail, grassing in of the track, 
demolition of a couple of the failing horse stalls, and 
other general improvements to help encourage more 
use of the grounds. 

However, the city’s plan was met with some oppo-
sition over concerns related to the facility’s link to the 
city’s past. These concerns, coupled with other pro-
posed uses for the facility, led the city council to form 
the Friends of the Fairgrounds committee in May 
2016. The purpose of this committee was to evaluate 
the fairgrounds to come up with recommendations 
for the city council on how to revitalize and reuse the 
facility. Though some ideas have been proposed, no 
plan has been decided on yet.

And plans might change based on the future of 
the grandstands. In the time since the Friends of the 
Fairgrounds committee was formed, the city has been 
forced to close off the grandstands due to a lack of 
structural integrity and safety concerns voiced by the 
city’s insurance company. 

A fairgrounds task force made the recommenda-
tion to the city council that they put an advisory item 
on the next city election ballot regarding the grand-
stands. The council took that recommendation and 
is asking for community input regarding the future of 
the structure. 

As the grandstands sit now, two structural en-
gineers have deemed it unsafe for public use. This 
leaves the city with several options: tear it down at a 
cost of approximately $20,000, with the city’s insur-
ance company contributing $5,000, as this removes 
liability to the city, for a net cost of $15,000; rehabil-
itate it using contractor Richard Nicely, who gave a 
bid of $41,000, which he says will allow him to bring 
it up to safety standards (this price does not include 
contingencies); or $500,000 to tear it down and build 
a new structure. 

It should be noted that if council approves either 
rehabilitating or rebuilding the structure, it will result 
in a property tax increase to cover debt service on a 
general obligation loan that will be required to cover 
the costs associated with the rehabilitation/rebuild-
ing.

The city council will take into account the results 
of the advisory item in making their ultimate deci-
sion. Council urges anyone who has an opinion on 
what to do with the structure to attend the March 21st 
council meeting at 7 p.m. at the Lions Club Memorial 
Building at the fairgrounds. 

The path forward for the fairgrounds master plan 
takes two very different forms depending on whether 
there are grandstands or not. 

If you cannot attend the meeting but still want to 
comment, you can send an e-mail to me at rjhinch@
gotvc.net or mail/drop off a letter at city Hall, P.O. Box 
35, Waitsburg, WA.

medical responder requires 40 hours of class time, as 
well as clinical and ride along hours.

Basic requirements for an emergency medical 
technician are 120 hours of class time, with clinical 
and ride along hours, and a national testing proce-
dure. The requirements for an advanced EMT are 
even stiffer, with an additional 320 hours of class 
time. All must meet recertification standards every 
two years, Phinney said.

Phinney went on to discuss survival rates for a pa-
tient in cardiac arrest. Survival depends on how long 
it takes to get the ambulance on route, he said.

 It takes two minutes, eight seconds for two paid 
staff to accomplish, and eight minutes, 18 seconds for 
two volunteers, he added. “If we can get to you to start 
everything in one minute there is a 90% success rate. 
In 9 minutes it’s 10%. “

Phinney said a demographic shift is wreaking hav-
oc with budgets for ambulance services. In 2010, peo-
ple over 65 made up 23% of the county’s population. 
In 2016 the share increased to 28.3%, he said.

“Most of our runs seem to be Medicare/Medicaid 
runs, which doesn’t cover the cost,” said Phinney.

His figures show that in 2018, Medicaid is paying 
the same amount per mile of transport as it did in 
2008, and Medicare is reimbursing only slightly high-
er for those services.

In 2017, the Districts collected only 43% of actu-
al costs for Medicare patients, 15% for Medicaid pa-
tients, 8% for private/self-pay, and 86% for private 
insurance, he said.

“That means that we are currently writing off 61% 

of our billable services, due to the inability to collect 
from insurance providers and personal debtors,” he 
said.

Replacing costly aging equipment would also be 
provided for by the EMS Levy. Phinney said the cost 
for purchasing and outfitting one new ambulance is 
over $220,000.

He said the projected total revenue for Walla Wal-
la/Columbia County Fire District 2 is $265,190 in 
2018. After figuring in the costs for emergency med-
ical services, the budget for fire, and for capital ex-
pense for equipment and building, show a projected 
shortfall of $89,600.

In 2018, FD3 will see projected total revenue of 
$786,100, for both the EMS and fire.  The total pro-
jected amount of revenue needed for EMS alone, is 
$719,000, and the total projected amount needed for 
the fire budget is $374,200.

“Obviously your expenses can’t exceed your reve-
nue, or you won’t survive long,” Phinney said.

FD2 and 3 provide FD1 with ambulance service, 
but FD1 will also benefit from levy dollars, mainly to 
update their medical equipment.

Phinney said the EMS Levy dollars will allow more 
of the fire levy dollars to be used on fire-related ex-
penses instead of on ambulance services.

Phinney said one commissioner from each Dis-
trict will be appointed to oversee dedicated levy 
funds, and the county commissioners will need to ap-
prove any recommendations made for disbursement 
of those funds.

For more information on the upcoming EMS levy, 
contact Fire District 3 Chief Jeromy Phinney at 382-
4281 or jphinney@ccfiredistrict3.org.

AMBULANCE LEVY - FROM PAGE 1
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TOUCHET VALLEY NEWS

Claudia’s Therapeutic Massage

Member American Massage Therapy Association

Claudia C. Abel, LMT
MA60166310

The Heal ing Art  of Massage

88 Dewitt  Road
Waitsburg, WA 99361

Phone (509) 386-1974
claudiaceci l iaabel2007@gmail .com

Tim’s Carpentry

No job’s too small
Just give me a call!

• Home & Kitchen Remodeling
• Cabinet Installation
• Tile Work/Custom Showers
• Painting & Trim Work
• New Door/Floor Installation
• Home Additions and much more!

(509) 386-1738
timabel33@msn.com

509.529.2020 
 
 

Valley Vision Clinic 
22 West Main Street 

Walla Walla, WA  99362 
www.valleyvisionclinic.com 

Eye Examinations for All Ages 
Eye Health Management 

Contact Lenses / Sunglasses 
Large Frame Selection 

Accepting New Patients 
 

Optometric Physicians 
 

Dennis Poffenroth, O.D. 
Luther Ness, O.D. 

Angela Ferguson, O.D. 
Jeremy Beam, O.D. 
Rick Harrison, O.D. 
Justin Dalke, O.D. 

Since 1949 
Photo by Ken Graham

The Columbia County Commissioners’ new digs next to the Courthouse.

MOTHER & SON SUPERHEROS

The discussion centered around some safety is-
sues at the current District Court building, due to 
faulty radio repeaters, which could cause the disrup-
tion to internet service at that building for 2-3 days, 
according to county IT Manager Tim Dyke. The cost 
to upgrade the system would cost around $60,000, 
Passmore said.

The aging HVAC system at the courthouse and the 
aging county jail facility were also discussed. Facili-
ties Manager Dave Finney said the HVAC system was 
purchased in 1994 and was designed to last for 20-30 
years.

“It has reached the end of its life,” he said. “It will 
cost around $600,000 to replace the HVAC system and 
$150-200,000 just to keep it functional.” 

Finney said he had the heating coils replaced at 
the jail in February because they wouldn’t hold cool-
ant.

“There are too many leaks,” he said. “There was an 
underground water line break in January, and the sys-
tem was down one-and-a-half to two weeks.” 

Civil Deputy Tim Quade said the county jail was 
built by J. Polly & Sons in 
1875, and is one of only 
two in existence. The 
other one is in a mu-
seum. Female inmates 
from the county are be-
ing housed in Garfield 
County because they 
can’t be housed sep-
arately from male in-
mates at the county jail.

County Prosecutor 
Rea Culwell pointed out 
that there were more 
felony arrests in 2017, 
and those inmates are 
housed elsewhere.

“Everything is done 
on video. They only 
process arraignments 
and sentencing in per-
son,” she said.

Sheriff Rocky Miller 
has run some numbers 
on the cost of housing 
Columbia County in-
mates elsewhere, which 
is based on 2017 jail 
hours.

His figures show the cost to house 3,232 inmate 
days in Garfield County is $145,440, which is the 
least expensive option. The most expensive option is 
housing inmates in Benton County. The cost for that 
is $384,608.00.

“It was an eye opener,” said Commissioner Pass-
more, after he looked at the figures. “It takes money 
to house people.”

Passmore said a possibility for the long term, is to 
move both courts, the Sheriff’s department and the 
jail to a new law and justice facility. This could be 
done by converting a building curently owned by the 
county, which is close to Seneca Foods, Inc.

The BOCC looked into building a new jail 12 years 
ago and at that time the cost was around $6 million.

There is much to consider, but for now moving the 
BOCC out and the District Court in, is a first step. It 
will take a few months to retrofit the District Court for 
security and safety, and work will be done in conjunc-
tion with other safety measures at the courthouse, 
Passmore said.  

“This will give the county time to figure it out, and 
we will be eating this elephant one bite at a time,” 
said Commissioner Jackson at the February meeting.

Thank You to the 
Community of 
Waitsburg and 

Surrounding Area
Just a little over a month ago the 
unthinkable happened to our family. We 
lost our home of many years. 
Within moments our loving community 
was there for us. We cannot express 
how thankful and grateful we are for 
all the love and donations we have 
received. Your graciousness has not 
gone unnoticed and has been greatly 
appreciated during this hardship. There 
is no denying that this community is 
“One of a Kind”
~The Lynch Family

Courtely Photos by Kristy Taylor

A great time was had by all at the Waitsburg Home and 
School Association’s Mother/Son Superhero movie 
night on Friday at the Plaza Theater in Waitsburg. Pro-
ceeds were used to help buy school supplis for Waits-
burg School District Students.

Far left: Costume winners Tracy Daniels and Arrow 
Groom. Left: Tracy Barron and her son Carter. Above: 
Erin Rosenberger and her son Mason.

THANK YOU FOR 
READING
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DAYTON
2017-2018 Supporters

Please support these businesses who 
support our student athletes!

Lloyds Insurance
Norm and Ann Passmore
Karl Law Office
Talbot, Inc
Bicycle Barn
Banner Bank
Dan and Ginny Butler
Randy and Becky Pearson

McDonald Zaring Insurance
Columbia Co. Transportation
Ag Link
State Farm Insurance
Northwest Grain Growers
Elk Drug
Gravis Law PLLC-Dayton

Chief Spring’s Pizza
Merle and Joelle Jackson
Grassroot Gourmet Catering
Marinella & Boggs
Mr. C’s Smokin’ Co.
Mary’s Candies
Columbia Co. Health System
Bluewood Ski Area

Bulldog 
Volleyball 
& Soccer!

WAITSBURG
2017-2018 Supporters

Cardinal 
Volleyball 

& 
Cross-

Country!

Please support these businesses 
who support our student athletes!

Alpine Industries, LTD
Lloyds Insurance
Lawrence Ranches, Inc
Karl Law Office
Cummins Athletic Supply Co
Bicycle Barn
Banner Bank
Dan and Ginny Butler
Randy and Becky Pearson
McDonald Zaring Insurance
Columbia Co. Transportation
Ag Link
State Farm Insurance

Northwest Grain Growers
Elk Drug
Gravis Law PLLC-Dayton
LC Applicators
Chief Springs Pizza
Merle and Joelle Jackson
Dayton Veterinary Clinic
Archer Aviation/Hogeye Ranch
Mr. C’s Smokin’ Co.
Mary’s Candies
Columbia Co. Health System
Bluewood Ski Area

NEWS
MAYOR RACE - FROM PAGE 1

Incumbent Mayor Marty Dunn
Marty Dunn, who has lived in Waits-

burg since 1995, will run again for may-
or. Dunn has held a seat on the Waits-
burg City Council since the early 2000s 
and was mayor from 2004 to 2007. He 
served the remainder of Mayor Walt 
Gobel’s term in 2016, following Go-
bel’s resignation, and ran against Cal-
lahan to win the seat of mayor in 2017.

“The reason I have chosen to re-
run for the position of mayor for the 
City of Waitsburg is the concern and 
care I have for the future growth and 
support of the community of Waits-
burg, moving forward,” Dunn said.

“Some of the main concerns fac-
ing Waitsburg are, as in past years, 
sustainability and economic growth, 
which seem to be growing concerns 
with most all small and rural cities. 
There is a high need to attract busi-
ness to support the community, our 
schools and the city infrastructure,” 
he said.

“Empty storefronts and lack of 
business is a great concern to all. It 
erodes our tax base, placing more 
burden on the current businesses and 
on the residents of the community, 
and has long-term effects on school 
enrollment,” he added.  

When it comes to newer challeng-
es facing the City, Dunn pointed to 
water system repairs and the need to 
move forward with ongoing concerns 
over the future of the grandstands at 
the fairgrounds, and fairgrounds us-
age in general.

“Fairgrounds usage has been on 
the forefront for several years. We as 
a council, with input from the public, 
continue to discuss and explore what 
the use of the facilities could look like 
and how they would best serve our 
community,” he said. 

Dunn said he has enjoyed repre-
senting Waitsburg as its mayor and 
believed the council has done a good 
job for both the community and its 
patrons.

“We strongly believe that the deci-
sions that have been made have been 
in the best interest of the majority of 
citizens and the viability of the com-
munity. At times decisions can be very 
difficult to make knowing that you ar-
en’t going to please everyone,” he said.

“I would be very proud, if re-elect-
ed, to continue to serve as mayor, rep-
resenting the citizens of this ‘One-of-
a-Kind’ community,” he added. 

Debra Callahan
Callahan was elected to city coun-

cil in 2013 and served three terms 
before giving up her seat in an un-
successful bid for mayor against Walt 
Gobel in 2016. She ran against Dunn 
last year, listing her long history in 
Waitsburg and her “vision for change” 
among her attributes. 

Callahan has lived in Waitsburg for 
38 years and raised her family here. 
She has been active in many com-
munity organizations over the years 
and especially enjoyed her time spent 
working with youth.

In 2017, Callahan told The Times 
she has extensive experience work-
ing with municipalities, grant writing, 
and event planning.  At that time, she 
felt the lack of viable business was the 
city’s biggest challenge. Her top prior-
ities were to create a “rainy day fund” 
in the budget and to draw new busi-
ness to town. 

When approached by The Times 
last week, Callahan said she was un-
prepared to answer specific questions 
regarding her candidacy until she had 
time to do further research. 

In the past, Callahan has stated 
that she is readily available to meet 
with citizens and welcomes questions 
and input from the community. 

Ballots will go out in the mail on 
March 17 and completed ballots 
should be received by 8 p.m. on April 
3 at City Hall, or be mailed with a 
postmark of April 3 or prior.

By Michele Smith |  THE TIMES

UPGRADES TO PAVILION AND YOUTH BUILDING 
RESTROOMS ARE TOP PRIORITY

DAYTON--Last week, the Columbia County Friends of the Fairgrounds came 
before the Columbia County Commissioners with their vision for facilities im-
provements at the fairgrounds.

“This is nuts and bolts. It is a work in progress,” CCFF President Julia Mead 
told the commissioners.

She said around 200-260 hours of research has gone into the document, and 
18-20 subcommittees have contributed to it.

The CCFF has as its goal to make the fairgrounds self-supporting and gen-
erate revenue to the Parks and Recreation Fund, specifically to be used for fair-
grounds maintenance and improvements.

Commissioner Norm Passmore reminded the group there is already a facil-
ities improvement plan which was developed by a group of other interested 
citizens in 2017.

“I don’t see any reason why you can’t get going. But we can’t toss out the 
original plan,” he said.

The top priority for both the commissioners and the CCFF is to provide the 
fairgrounds pavilion with ADA compliant restrooms.

The CCFF has also identified as a priority upgrades to the Youth Building, 
including remodeling and upgrading the kitchen, evaluating the HVAC system, 
and building ADA bathrooms.

The commissioners asked the group to begin talks with the Columbia Coun-
ty Fair Board about plans for the historic white barn, and look into patching the 
roof and gutters there, and checking into the HVAC system at the Youth Build-
ing.

They also recommended the group to work closely with Planning Director 
Meagan Bailey on grant writing efforts.

The CCFF will also work with the Facilities Manager Dave Finney, who is 
working on improving efficiency of labor at the golf course and fairgrounds. 
Those facilities which bear the biggest labor costs for the county.

Finney worked with the commissioners to draft a volunteer policy, which is 
now in place, and Mead said the group will rely heavily on volunteers to accom-
plish its goals.

Commissioner Merle Jackson gave a nod of approval for the group’s effort. 
“This is going in the right direction,” he said.

The Columbia County Friends of the Fairgrounds meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month, at 7 p.m. at the American Legion Hall on Clay St. in 
Dayton. The public is invited to those meetings to learn more about the group’s 
vision for the fairgrounds.

Friends of the 
Fairgrounds Presents 
Vision for Facility
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THE THEME FOR THIS YEAR’S PRODUCTION AT THE LIBERTY 
THEATER IS “DAZZLING, DELIGHTFUL, AND DANDY”

DAYTON - Coming off a successful winter season with the fall musical The King 
and I and the murder mystery Murder on the Rerun, the productions team at Day-
ton’s Liberty Theater is going off script as we move into spring.

Every year, TVAC Productions hosts a spring show featuring our favorite Liber-

ty Theater cast members showcasing their talents the way they want. TVAC Pro-
ductions is the team responsible for the Liberty’s successful musicals and plays; 
these variety shows help that committee raise funds for the spectacular costumes 
and sets they construct, and let them have fun with their fans in the process. 

This year’s directors Tracy Barron and Jae Nichols have set their cast free to 
mine the Disney vaults. The result is Dazzling, Delightful, and Dandy: the 2018 
Spring Variety Show.

Performances of Dazzling, Delightful, and Dandy are at 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, and at 3 p.m., Sunday afternoon. For more information on Lib-
erty Theater programs, or to purchase tickets, visit libertytheater.org, call 509-382-
1380, or email info@libertytheater.org.

Spring Variety Show this Weekend

KIDS FROM WAITSBURG 
FFA AND 4-H WILL HAVE 
IMPROVED FACILITIES FOR 
ANIMAL RAISING

WAITSBURG – Waitsburg FFA and 4-H 
members, and their parents, spent last 
week’s sunny Saturday taking the first steps 
in transforming the FFA pig barn and the 
nearby unused horse stalls into well-func-
tioning pens for pigs, goats and sheep. 

“We’re hoping that by making a space 
for kids to raise different species, more kids 
will be interested in joining 4-H and FFA,” 
said Corral Wranglers 4-H leader Lisa Mor-
row. 

Morrow and Waitsburg High School FFA 
Advisor Nicole Abel will serve as the barn 
superintendents. 

Morrow said the city council approved 
use of the unused horse stalls last year, and 
organizers have been busy ever since, rais-
ing funds, gathering materials and prepar-
ing to work on the facilities. 

Concrete pads will be poured at the ends 
of both the pig pen and the stalls to provide 
wash pens for the animals. A bio-security 
station, with sinks, towels and soaps, will 
also be added for youth to use after wash-
ing animals or administering medications. 
Volunteers will level the ground in the pens 

and add gravel to walkways. 
Morrow said electricity and water will 

be connected to the stall building and 
two large fans will be installed at one end 
to aid in air circulation. On Saturday, kids 
were busy removing boards from some of 
the stalls to allow for more air circulation 
as well.

Other kids and adults had cleaned out 
the round pen, which youth will be able to 
use to practice showing their animals. And 
Morrow said the horse hot walkers will be 
available for members to exercise sheep 
and goats. 

Morrow and Abel said they are im-
mensely grateful for the many donations 
that have made the project possible so far. 
The Waitsburg Lions Club made the largest 
financial donation, with the Teamsters Lo-
cal 117 and the Washington State Peniten-
tiary Employee Association chipping in as 
well.

“We also received help and equipment 
donations from Oxarc , Total Comfort Solu-
tions and Keith Marlow,” Morrow said. 

FFA members, along with members 
from the Pen Pals, Swine Swaggers, Roots 
to Boots, Crafty Farmers and Corral Wran-
glers, as well as many parents, were hard at 
work on Saturday. 

Morrow said that youth have until 
March 15 to join 4-H for this year, and she 
is hopeful that once word about the new 
facility spreads, more kids will participate 
next year. 

To find out more about how to partici-
pate in 4-H or FFA, or how you can support 
the project, contact Morrow or Abel direct-
ly.

Waitsburg Pig Barn Gets Much Needed Upgrades

Photos by Ken Graham

Performers rehearsed on stage in costume earlier this week for the Spring Variety Show. Left: Elizabeth Jagelske. Center: Rylie Cunnington. Right: Makenna Barron. This 
year’s variety show runs Friday through Sunday at Dayton’s Liberty Theater.

Courtesy Photos

Top: Jeremy Elsey and Erin Mahre were having fun shoring up walls in the 
pig barn at Waitsburg Fairgrounds. Above: the whole group of workers Sat-
urday took a break for photos.
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Superior Court of Washing-
ton

County of Walla Walla

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

J. EARL SCHOENROCK

Deceased. 

No.  18-4-00021-0

Probate Notice to Creditors 
(RCW 11.40.030) 

The Designated Adminis-
trator named below has been 
appointed as Designated Ad-
ministrator of this estate.  Any 
person having a claim against 
the decedent must, before the 
time the claim would be barred 
by any otherwise applicable 
statute of limitations, present 
the claim in the manner as 
provided in RCW 11.40.070 
by serving on or mailing to the 
Designated Administrator or 
the Designated Administra-
tor’s attorney at the address 
stated below a copy of the 
claim and filing the original 
of the claim with the court in 
which the probate proceedings 
were commenced.  The claim 
must be presented within the 
later of:  (1) Thirty days after 
the Designated Administrator  
served or mailed the notice to 
the creditor as provided under 
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) 
four months after the date of 
first publication of the notice.  
If the claim is not presented 
within this time frame, the 
claim is forever barred, except 
as otherwise provided in RCW 
11.40.051 and 11.40.060.  This 
bar is effective as to claims 
against both the decedent’s 
probate and nonprobate 
assets. 

Date of First Publication:  
March 1, 2018

Publication:  Waitsburg 
Times  

Shirley Golden, Designated 
Administrator

c/o Michael S. Mitchell 
Attorney at Law
129 West Main Street
Walla Walla, WA  99362

The Times
March 1, 8, 15, 2018
3-1-a

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that sealed bids will be 

received at the Columbia 
County Commissioners’ Office, 
Columbia County Courthouse, 
341 E Main Street, Dayton, 
WA 99328, until 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, April 2, 2018, for the 
designation of the county legal 
newspaper for county printing 
and advertising for a term of 
one year from July 1, 2018 to 
June 30, 2019. At the specified 
time the bids will be opened 
and publicly read. 

Bids are to be made on a 
single insertion and also on 
each subsequent insertion at 
a price per inch on a single 
column. 

Bids are to be marked 
“BID: OFFICIAL COUNTY 
NEWSPAPER” and addressed 
to Leanne Peters, Clerk of 
the Board of County Commis-
sioners, 341 E Main Street, 
Dayton, Washington 99328. 

Dated this 2nd day of 
March, 2018 

Board of County Commis-
sioners

Columbia County, Wash-
ington 

by: Leanne Peters, Clerk of 
the Board

The Times
March 1,8,15,22,29, 2018
3-1-b

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOL-

OGY 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

TO APPROPRIATE PUBLIC 
WATERS 

TAKE NOTICE: 
That Larkspur Sr, LLC of 

Boston, MA on December 14, 
2017 under Application No. 
S3-30802, filed for permit to 
appropriate public waters, 
subject to existing rights, from 
the Lower Snake River in the 
amount of 15 cfs, each year, 
for the purpose of seasonal ir-
rigation, frost control and tem-
perature cooling. The source 
of. the proposed appropriation 
is to be located within Sec. 19, 
T. 9 N., R. 32 E.W.M., in Walla 
Walla County. 

Protests or objections 
to approval of this applica-
tion must include a detailed 
statement of the basis for 
objections; protests must 

be accompanied by a fif-
ty-($50.00) dollar recording fee 
and filed with the Department 
of Ecology, at the address 
shown below, within thirty (30) 
days from March 15, 2018.

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
WATER RESOURCES PRO-
GRAM - ERO PO BOX47611 

OLYMPIA, WA 98504-7611

NOTICE

The Times
March 8, 15, 2018
3-8-c

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOL-

OGY

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR CHANGE/TRANSFER 
OF WATER RIGHT UNDER 
ONE (1) SURFACE WATER 
CERTIFICATE

TAKE NOTICE: 
That Kelly and Susan 

Allen of Walla Walla, WA, has 
made application for change/
transfer of water right in 
order to change the points of 
withdrawal as granted under 
Surface Water Certificate No. 
284-A(B). 

That Ground Water Certif-
icate No. 284-A(B) authorizes 
the withdrawal of 40 gpm, 25 
acre-feet per year, for the sea-
sonal irrigation of 10 acres. 

That fhe authorized porn.
ts ofwithdrawal are from three 
wells within-SW¼SW¼ of Sec. 
25 ai-id-SE¼SE1/4 of Sec. 24, 
T. 7 N., R. 34 E.W.M. 

That the authorized place 
of use is: Parcel “B” of Baker 
Ranch Short Plat in Sec. 36, T. 
7 N., R. 34 E.W.M. 

That he proposes to 
change the points of withdraw-
al to one well located within 
the E½NW¼ of Sec. 36, T. 7 
N., R. 34 E.W.M. 

All within Walla Walla 
County, Washington. 

Protests or objections 
to approval of this applica-
tion must include a detailed 
statement of the basis for 
objections; protests must 
be accompanied by a fif-
ty-($50.00) dollar recording fee 
and filed with the Department 
of Ecology, at the address 
shown below, within thirty (30) 
days from March 15, 2018.

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 

WATER RESOURC-
ES PROGRAM - ERO PO 
BOX47611 

OLYMPIA, WA 98504-7611

NOTICE
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Columbia County
Public Notice of Applica-

tion(s) and
SEPA Threshold Determi-

nation
Conditional Use Permit
CUP #2018—001 

Columbia County hereby 
gives notice that an application 
has been received and found 
complete for the above project.  
Comments relative to the ap-
proval and conditioning of this 
application and the environ-
mental threshold determination 
noted below are requested.  
Approval of this application 
requires administrative ap-
proval by the Planning Director 
with appeals to the Planning 
Commission. This Notice will 
be published in the newspaper 
of record and distributed to 
surrounding property owners.  

+++++++

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
Being a request to construct 
a 150’ self-support communi-
cation tower within a 70’ X 70’ 
leased area on parcel number 
2-012-39-009-0000, SW ¼ of 
section 9, township 12N, range 
39E. The project and building 
plans as submitted identifies 
the placement of the communi-
cation tower, backup genera-
tor, and associated operating 
equipment within the leased 
area, to be entirely fenced. 
The tower is intended to be 
used for public use, 911 calls, 
and to expand current cellular 
phone reception to poorly 
covered areas near and along 
Highway 12 and Highway 261. 

 
DETERMINATION OF 

NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS): 
Columbia County is lead 
agency for this project. The 
lead agency for this proposal 
has determined that it does 
not have a probable significant 
adverse impact on the environ-
ment. An environmental impact 

statement (EIS) is not required 
under RCW 43.21C.030(2)
(c). This decision was made 
after review of a completed 
environmental checklist and 
other information on file with 
the lead agency. This informa-
tion is available to the public. 
Public comment period is open 
for 14 days, and will close on 
March 30th, 2018.  

APPLICANT: PI Tower 
Development; PO Box 8436, 
Spokane, WA 99203

PROJECT LOCATION: SW 
¼ of Section 9, Township 12N, 
Range 39E

DATE COMPLETE APPLI-
CATION SUBMITTED:  March 
7th, 2018

COUNTY RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICIAL: Meagan Bailey—
Planning Director

SEPA APPEALS: Appeals 
of the SEPA DNS must be 
made within 21 days of the 
date of this notice to the Hear-
ing Examiner. Applicable costs 
are born by the appellant. 

COMMENTS:	 Com-
ments shall be directed to the 
County Responsible Official 
no later than March 30th, 2018. 
The application, plans, and file 
for this project may be viewed 
during normal business hours 
at the County Planning and 
Building Department located at 
114 South 2nd Street, Dayton 
Washington, 99328.
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Notice of Public Hearing 

Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing has 
been established for Mon-
day, March 19, 2018 at 2:45 
p.m. in the Columbia County 
Commissioners office to hear 
comments on the proposed 
amendments to the 2018 
Columbia County Fairgrounds 
Equine Fee Schedule. Copies 
of the proposed fee schedule 
is available for inspection at 
the Columbia County Commis-
sioner’s office during regular 
business hours. 

Approval is pending this 
hearing. 

By Order of the Columbia 
County Board of Commission-
ers. 

Leanne J. Peters 
Clerk of the Board

The Times
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COLUMBIA COUNTY PUB-
LIC WORKS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The Columbia County 
Public Works Department 
invites bids for the 2018 Hot 
Mix Asphalt for Patching 
supply contract.  This bid is for 
the supply of up to 2,500 tons 
of PG 58-28 Hot Mix Asphalt 
Class ½” or Class 3/8”.  All 
product is to be received at the 
point of production.

Interested suppliers may 
acquire bid documents from 
the Columbia County Public 
Works Department at 415 
N. Guernsey Ave. in Dayton, 
Washington or by going to the 
Public Works page at www.
columbiaco.com

Bids may be mailed or 
hand delivered to the Co-
lumbia County Public Works 
Department at PO Box 5 
or 415 N. Guernsey Ave., 
Dayton, Washington 99328 
until 3:30pm on Friday March 
30, 2018.  Bids delivered in 
person will only be received 
at the reception desk.  Bids 
will be opened after 10:00am 
on Monday April 2, 2018 in 
the chambers of the Columbia 
County Board of Commission-
ers located on the third floor 
at 341 E. Main St in Dayton, 
Washington.

William Andrew Woods, 
P.E.

Columbia County Engineer/
Public Works Director  

Dates of publication: 	
Week of March 12, 2018
Week of March 19, 2018
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COLUMBIA COUNTY PUB-
LIC WORKS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The Columbia County 
Public Works Department 
invites bids for the supply and 
application of Road Surface 
Stabilization Materials for 
2018.  Columbia County antic-
ipates stabilizing by contractor 
supplied and applied materials 
onto approximately 160,050 
square yards of County 
gravel roads and the Columbia 
County Public Works facility’s 
lot.  Columbia County will be 
responsible for all surface 
preparation and traffic control.

Interested suppliers may 
acquire bid documents from 
the Columbia County Public 
Works Department at 415 
N. Guernsey Ave. in Dayton, 
Washington or by going to the 
Public Works page at www.
columbiaco.com

Bids may be mailed or 
hand delivered to the Co-
lumbia County Public Works 
Department at PO Box 5 
or 415 N. Guernsey Ave., 
Dayton, Washington 99328 
until 3:30pm on Friday March 
30, 2018.  Bids delivered in 
person will only be received 
at the reception desk.  Bids 
will be opened after 10:00am 
on Monday April 2, 2018 in 
the chambers of the Columbia 
County Board of Commission-
ers located on the third floor 
at 341 E. Main St in Dayton, 
Washington.

William Andrew Woods, 
P.E.

Columbia County Engineer/
Public Works Director  

Dates of publication: 	
Week of March 12, 2018
Week of March 19, 2018
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COLUMBIA COUNTY PUB-
LIC WORKS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The Columbia County Pub-
lic Works Department invites 
bids for the 2018 Pavement 
Markings contract.  This bid is 
for the application of approx-
imately 135 miles of center-
line and fog line pavement 
markings.

Interested contractors may 
acquire bid documents from 
the Columbia County Public 
Works Department at 415 
N. Guernsey Ave. in Dayton, 
Washington or by going to the 
Public Works page at www.
columbiaco.com

Bids may be mailed or 
hand delivered to the Co-
lumbia County Public Works 
Department at PO Box 5 
or 415 N. Guernsey Ave., 
Dayton, Washington 99328 
until 3:30pm on Friday March 
30, 2018.  Bids delivered in 
person will only be received 
at the reception desk.  Bids 
will be opened after 10:00am 
on Monday April 2, 2018 in 
the chambers of the Columbia 
County Board of Commission-
ers located on the third floor 
at 341 E. Main St in Dayton, 
Washington.

William Andrew Woods, 
P.E.

Columbia County Engineer/
Public Works Director  

Dates of publication: 	
Week of March 12, 2018
Week of March 19, 2018
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOL-

OGY

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR CHANGE/TRANSFER 
OF WATER RIGHTS UNDER

TWO (2) SURFACE WA-
TER CERTIFICATES

TAKE NOTICE:

That Brent and Victoria 
Knowles, LLC of Walla Walla, 
WA, has made applications 
for change/transfer of water 
rights in order to add purpose 
of use, change place of use, 
add points of withdrawal, 
and add irrigated acres as 
granted under Ground Water 
Certificate Nos. 2602-A(A) and 
G3-24416C.

That Ground Water Certifi-
cate No. 2602-A(A) authorizes 
the diversion of 298.15 gpm 
(additive), 184 acre-feet per 
year (additive), for continuous 
irrigation of 44 acres (additive).

That the authorized point 
of withdrawal is from one well, 
within the E½ of Sec. 16, T. 6 
N., R. 35 E.W.M.

That the authorized place 
of use is: Lot 1 of David 
Knowles Short plat recorded 
in Volume 4 of short plats at 
page 174 on April 26, 2005, 
records of Walla Walla County, 
State of Washington.

That they propose to add 
aquaculture as a purpose of 
use.

That they propose to add 
two points of withdrawal locat-
ed within the NE¼NE¼ of Sec. 
8, T. 6 N., R. 35 E.W.M.

That they propose to add 
irrigated acres and change the 
place of use to: 360 acres in 
Sec. 8, 9, 16, of T. 6 N., R. 35 

E.W.M. A more detailed de-
scription of the proposed place 
of use may be obtained from 
the office of the Department of 
Ecology in Spokane, WA.

That Ground Water Certifi-
cate No. G3-24416C authoriz-
es the diversion of 450 gpm, 
627.75 acre-feet per year, for 
continuous irrigation of 135 
acres.

That the authorized point 
of diversion is from two wells 
located within the NE¼NE¼ of 
Sec. 8, T. 6 N., R. 35 E.W.M.

That the authorized place 
of use is: W½NE¼; SE¼NE¼; 
W¾W½NE¼NE¼ of Sec. 8, T. 
6 N. R. 35 E.W.M.

That they propose to add 
aquaculture as a purpose of 
use.

That they propose to add 
one point of withdrawal located 
within Gov. Lot 2 in Sec. 16, T. 
6 N., R 35 E.W.M.

That they propose to add 
irrigated acres and change the 
place of use to: 360 acres in 
Sec. 8, 9, 16, of T. 6 N., R. 35 

E.W.M. A more detailed de-
scription of the proposed place 
of use may be obtained from 
the office of the Department of 
Ecology in Spokane, WA.

All within Walla Walla 
County, Washington.

Protests or objections 
to approval of this applica-
tion must include a detailed 
statement of the basis for 
objections; protests must 
be accompanied by a fif-
ty-($50.00) dollar recording fee 
and filed with the Department 
of Ecology, at the address 
shown below, within thirty (30) 
days from March 22, 2018.

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLO-
GY WATER RESOURCES 
PROGRAM – 

ERO PO BOX 47611
OLYMPIA, WA  98504-7611
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT VOTER’S 
REGISTRATION BOOKS for 
the Waitsburg Precinct in the 
City of Waitsburg, Washington 
will be closed on March 30, 
2018 at 4:00 p.m. and will 
remain closed until after the 
Annual City election being held 
in said City on Monday, April 
2, 2018. Persons interested 
in voting in this year election 
and not already registered in 
the Waitsburg Precinct must 
register with the Walla Walla 
County Election’s Department 
in person no later than eight 
days before the election.

Dated this 13th day of 
March, 2018.

City of Waitsburg
Randy Hinchliffe, City Clerk
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE STATE OF WASH-

INGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 

OF COLUMBIA

In the Matter of the Estate 
Of

WILLIAM “BILLY” E. STEA-
RNS,  Deceased.

NO.  18-4-00003-7

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The Administrator named 
below has been appointed 
and has qualified as the 
Administrator of this estate.  
Persons having claims against 
the decedent must, prior to 
the time such claims would 
be barred by any otherwise 
applicable statute of limita-
tions, serve their claims on the 
Administrator or the attorneys 
of record at the address stated 
below and file an executed 
copy of the claim with the 
Clerk of this Court within four 
months after the date of first 
publication of this notice or 
within four months after the 
date of the filing of the copy 
of this Notice with the Clerk 
of the Court, whichever is 
later, or except under those 
provisions included in R.C.W. 
11.40.011 or 11.40.013 of this 
act, the claim will be forever 
barred.  This bar is effective as 
to claims against both the pro-
bate assets and non-probate 
assets of the decedent.

DATE OF FILING OF NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS:  March 
7, 2018.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION:  March 15th, 2018.

ROBERT E. STEARNS, 
Administrator

c/o MARINELLA & BOGGS
Attorneys at Law, WSBA# 

52336
P. O. Box 7; 338 E. Main 

Street
Dayton, WA  99328
(509) 382-2541
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ADVANCING LIFE
THROUGH

THE REDOX 
EXPERIENCE

DR. RICHARD WALKER, MD

March 27th, 7 - 8 p.m.
The Plaza Theater
208 Main Street • Waitsburg

Join us for refreshments and to learn 
about the greatest anti-aging and athletic 
cellular health advancement of our time.
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FUN AND GAMES
LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:

* On March 30, 1775, King George 
III formally endorses the New England 
Restraining Act, requiring New England 
colonies to trade exclusively with Great 
Britain. Another rule banned colonists 
from fishing in the North Atlantic.

* On March 28, 1814, the funeral of 
Guillotin, the inventor and namesake 
of the infamous execution device, takes 
place in France. The machine was in-
tended to show the intellectual and 
social progress of the Revolution: By 
killing aristocrats and journeymen the 
same way, equality in death was en-
sured.

* On March 31, 1836, the first 
monthly installment of “The Posthu-
mous Papers of the Pickwick Club,” by 
24-year-old writer Charles Dickens, is 
published under the pseudonym Boz. 
Only 400 copies were printed, but by 
the 15th episode, 40,000 copies were 
printed. 

* On March 27, 1912, two Yoshina 
cherry trees are planted on the bank 
of the Potomac River, as part of a gift 
of 3,020 cherry trees from Japan to the 
United States. After World War II, cut-

tings were sent back to Japan to restore 
the Tokyo collection that was deci-
mated by American bombing attacks 
during the war.

* On April 1, 1984, Motown sing-
er Marvin Gaye is shot and killed by 
his father as a result of a longstand-
ing feud. The father, a preacher, was a 
hard-drinking cross-dresser who en-
vied his son’s success, and Marvin Jr. 
clearly harbored unresolved feelings 
toward his abusive father.

* On March 26, 1997, police in Ran-
cho Santa Fe, California, discover 39 
victims of a mass suicide. They were 
members of the “Heaven’s Gate” reli-
gious cult, whose leaders preached that 
suicide would allow them to leave their 
bodily “containers” and enter an alien 
spacecraft hidden behind the Hale-
Bopp comet.

* On March 29, 1999, the Dow Jones 
industrial average closes above 10,000 
for the first time, at 10,006.78.

(c) 2018 Hearst Communications, 
Inc.

All Rights Reserved

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

1. MYTHOLOGY: What was a harpy 
in Greek mythology?

2. GAMES: How many railroad spac-
es are on a Monopoly board?

3. LITERATURE: Which American 
novelist wrote the book “White Fang”?

4. U.S. STATES: What is the capital of 
Maryland?

5. MOVIES: What was the shortest 
title for a Best Picture Oscar winning 
movie?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
19th-century president died from cir-
rhosis of liver?

7. ANATOMY: What does the Greek 
adjective “otic” refer to in the human 
body?

8. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries and principalities are neighbors of 
France?

9. THEATER: What musical features 
the song “Bali Ha’i”?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
young hen called?

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

Answers:
1. A half-woman, half-bird that rep-

resented storm winds
2. Four
3. Jack London
4. Annapolis
5. “Gigi”
6. Franklin Pierce

7. The ear
8. Eight. Belgium, Luxembourg, 

Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, 
Andorra and Spain

9. “South Pacific”
10. A pullet

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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THE LAST PAGE
TEENY MCMUNN: MY RECIPE BOX

Lemon Souffle 
Cheesecake with 
Blueberry Topping

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

   

SAVE MONEY, GAS, WEAR & TEAR ON YOUR OWN VEHICLE 
The more riders, the more you save! 

 
CONTACT: Dwight Robanske 

at 509-382-1647 to get started! 

Dayton Washington • 509-382-1647

Dayton - Waitsburg
to Walla Walla

VANPOOLS 
FORMING

SAVE MONEY, GAS, WEAR & TEAR ON YOUR OWN VEHICLE

The more riders, the more you save!

CONTACT: Dwight Robanske
at 509-382-1647 to get started!

I know, the directions look a 
bit overwhelming but once 
into it, it’s not bad. If you are 

one who takes a quick glance 
and decides it’s way more trou-
ble than it looks, I get that. But 
if you love cheesecake (and I 
don’t) than you will be in for a 
treat. That’s right. I don’t like 
cream cheese, sour cream or yo-
gurt. Joe does and he really likes 
lemon flavored desserts, and I can honestly say I’ve never made a cheese-
cake from scratch so that is why I made it.

In my notes, I’ll tell you what I did differently.

INGREDIENTS:
1 ¼ c. graham cracker crumbs                       1 tsp vanilla
2 Tbsp brown sugar packed                             ½ c. sour cream
1 Tbsp butter, melted                                         4 large egg whites
4 ea (8 oz ) packages cream cheese, softened         1/3 c. white sugar
1 c. white sugar                                                        3 c. fresh or frozen blueberries,
4 large egg yolks                                                   1/3 c. white sugar
1 Tbsp finely grated lemon zest                      1 tsp fresh lemon juice
¼ c. fresh lemon juice

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly grease 9 inch springform pan. Cut 

an 18 inch square of aluminum foil, and wrap around the outside bottom of 
the pan

To make the crust, mix the graham cracker crumbs and brown sugar to-
gether in a bowl. Stir in the melted butter until thoroughly blended. Press 
the mixture evenly into the bottom of the prepared pan. Bake in preheated 
oven until golden brown, about 8 minutes. Remove pan from oven and cool 
on a rack.

To make filling, place the cream cheese in a mixing bowl, beat until 
creamy, about 2 minutes. Continue beating while gradually adding 1 cup 
sugar. Beat until sugar is thoroughly blended. Beat in the egg yolks, one at 
ta time, scraping the sides of the bowl after each addition .Mix in the lemon 
zest, lemon juice, vanilla, and sour cream until well blended.

Beat the egg whites in a clean bowl until soft peaks form. Continue beat-
ing while gradually adding 1/3 c. sugar in a slow stream, until stiff peaks 
form. Do not overbeat. Gently fold ¼ of the meringue into the cream cheese 
mixture. Repeat twice more with remaining meringue, mixing carefully to 
not deflate the egg whites, until no meringue streaks remain. Pour the filling 
into the prepared pan, and place in a large baking pan. Pour hot, (not boil-
ing) water into the baking pan up to 1 inch on the sides of the sprinform pan.

Bake in preheated oven until the top is almost set 5-55 minutes. Turn off 
the heat, prop the oven door open about 2 inches, and allow cake to rest 
in the oven until completely set, about 1 hour longer. Refrigerate at least 4 
hours or overnight before serving.

To make the topping, place 1 cup blueberries and sugar in a saucepan, 
cook over medium heat until berries being to break, 6-8 minutes. While still 
hot, strain the berried through a sieve or cheesecloth placed over a bow, re-
serving the juice. Discard berry pulp. Allow the juice to cool.

Mix remaining 2 cups blueberries and lemon juice together in a large 
bowl. Stir in the strained blueberry juice. Just before serving, pour the blue-
berry topping over the cheesecake.

MY NOTES:
I don’t have a springform pan. I bought a prepared graham cracker crust 

and baked it. Even though it was a large crust, all of the cheesecake didn’t fit, 
so I had to put the extra in a small Pyrex bowl, which was fine, because that 
became Joe’s taster

Also, I recommend using one of those large mixers. My hand held one got 
a little warm trying to mix the cream cheese.

I put water in a baking sheet, but only enough to cover the sheet. It was all 
“poofy” when it was time to open the oven door, then it settled back down. 
If I was on the English baking show, I’m sure I wouldn’t have passed!  But it 
was still very good

Also, instead of going through all the fuss with the blueberries, I had a ½ 
jar of syrup I had picked up at Moose Creek Cafe that was a blend of cran-
berries, raspberries and pears. I heated that up, added my fresh but frozen 
blueberries, a little cornstarch, and used that for my topping. WINNER!

ENJOY!

PUBLIC MEETING WILL 
BE HELD MARCH 22 TO 
PRESENT PLANS AND 
GATHER FEEDBACK

DAYTON – A group, including 
farmers, wildlife officials and local 
planning officials, has been meeting 
for two years to develop a new plan 
to meet state requirements for a Vol-
untary Stewardship Program in Co-
lumbia County. The program would 
supplant the current requirements 
for agricultural land in the county to 
follow the Washington State Growth 
Management Act.

Don Brigham, a consultant in 
Clarkston, is the project coordinator 
and facilitator for the program. He 
said the new VSP will allow farmers 
and agricultural landowners to con-
tinue the practices they’ve been fol-
lowing to mitigate negative impacts to 
critical areas such as wetlands wildlife 
habitats.

“It’s the difference between the car-
rot and the stick,” he said. “The GMA 
is the stick. The VSP is the carrot ap-
proach. The VSP allows farmers to 
continue good practices they’ve been 
following for the last couple of gener-
ations.”

Brigham says the GMA mandates 
buffer areas between ag land and crit-
ical areas, while the VSP will offer in-
centives to farmers to continue their 
own best practices to farm in an envi-
ronmentally friendly way. The VSP is 
allowed under the GMA as an alterna-
tive to traditional approaches to criti-
cal areas protection. 

According to Brigham, most coun-
ties in eastern Washington are either 
in the process of developing VSP pro-
grams or have already implemented 
them. Walla Walla County implement-
ed its VSP program last year.

The Columbia County VSP com-
mittee will hold a public meeting to 
present its draft Work Plan to the pub-
lic on Thursday, March 22 at 7 p.m. in 
the Delany Room at Dayton Memorial 
Library, located at 111 S. 3rd St.

The goal of the meeting is to gar-
ner public input and feedback prior to 
submitting the Work Plan to the state 
tech panel in May. A copy of the draft 
plan is available for review online at 
columbiacountyvsp.com under the 
“documents” tab.

Brigham said the group hopes to 
have the new VSP program approved 
and implemented by this summer.

Columbia County to 
Implement Voluntary 
Stewardship Program

By Ken Graham |  THE TIMES


