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(l-r) Celebrating their 1st Place win are Tyler Thornhill, Ricky 
Gomez, Zane House, Yaneli Flores, Auston Ferguson, Cheri 
Mathews, Sarah Daves, Elizabeth Jagelski, Rozalynn Harvey, Ellie 
Teal, Andrew Gillum, Olivia Duncan, and Amy Gillick.

COEUR D’ ALENE — On May 30, a combined band from the 
Waitsburg and Dayton school bands participated at a region-
al “Music in the Park” event at Lake City High School in Coeur 
d’ Alene on May 30. After the performance, the band directors, 
Jagelski and Gillick, took the students to the Silverwood Theme 
Park for fun and an awards ceremony.

Music in the Parks is a nationwide festival program where 
school bands and choirs perform, and are critiqued, before vis-
iting local amusement parks, where they receive awards in three 
catagories. The bands are judged on tempo, style, and musician-
ship, and first-, second-, and third-place awards are given in con-
cert band, choir, and jazz band catagories. 

The Waitsburg and Dayton bands performed “Pink Panther” 
by Henry Mancini and “It Don’t Mean a Thing” by Duke Elling-
ton.  The band earned first place in the jazz category against over 
80 bands, from mostly larger districts in the nothwest reggion. 

“It was great to see the camaraderie and collaboration be-
tween the two schools, and it felt amazing to end the year on a 
high note. A perfect way to celebrate Elizabeth’s retirement from 
Waitsburg High School,” said Amy Gillick.

WAITSBURG — On May 18, Waits-
burg Secondary School’s band and guitar 
classes teamed up with the Dayton High 
School band for the annual Spring Con-
cert at the WHS Auditorium. Waitsburg’s 
music teacher, Elizabeth Arebalos-Jagels-

ki, and Dayton’s music teacher, Amy Gil-
lick, directed the event.

Waitsburg guitar class members, 
Lencio Flores and Mitchell Hays, were 
accompanied by Kate Hockersmith, Car-
rie Hendrix, and Dan Nechodom. The 
quartet performed “The Star-Spangled 
Banner,” “Angeline,” “Ode to Joy,” “Rocky 
Top,” “Wagon Wheel,” “Battle of New Or-
leans,” “Introduction of Quartet” and 
“Rip Tide.”

After the guitar performances, the 
high school bands entertained the crowd 
with “Tunbridge,” “Byzantine Dance,” 
“Handclap,” “Pink Panther,” “It Don’t 
Mean a Thing,” “Feeling Good,” and 

“Jump Street.” The students were accom-
panied by Jagelski and Gillick.

The lineup of student musicians in-
cluded Waitsburg High School band 
members Sarah Daves, Olivia Duncan, 
Yaneli Flores, Andrew Gillum, Rozalynn 
Harvey, and Ellie Teal. Joining from Day-
ton’s High School band were Theo Jaech, 
Lily Smith, Zane House, Tyler Thornhill, 
Ricky Gomez, Bryson Martin and Auston 
Ferguson.

To conclude the evening, Mrs. Jagels-
ki presented Sarah Daves with the John 
Philip Sousa Award. Daves will attend 
Washington State University in the fall 
and will continue playing music.

Waitsburg, Dayton 
student musicians 
perform at Spring 
Concert
THE TIMES

WALLA WALLA — This 
summer, Walla Walla offers 
a wide range of activities 
for residents and visitors, 
including concert series, 
tours, food truck nights, 
and curated movie shorts. 

On June 6, the sixth an-
nual Walla Walla Pride Fes-
tival kicks off the summer. 
This free, family-friendly 
event celebrates unity and acceptance under the theme “Stron-
ger Together.” Enjoy live music, performances, speakers, ven-
dors, and activities from noon to 5 p.m. at Heritage Square Park 
downtown. 

On June 12 and 13, dachshund lovers host the first Walla Walla 
Wiener Weekend. Owners, families, and fans can join for races, 
contests, vendors, and fun. Friday begins with the Downtown 
Walla Walla Wiener Walk at 6 p.m. at Walawála Plaza, S. 1st Ave 
and E. Main St. Walla Walla. Saturday’s main event is at The 
Seleh, 3579 Clodius Rd, Waitsburg, with vendors and food start-
ing at 10 a.m.

Starting June 5, First Friday Art Tours run from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Ten venues—including ArtWAlla, the Combine Art Collec-
tive, and Brasserie Four—offer pop-up exhibits, receptions, and 
chances to meet artists.

The Walla Walla Farmers Market operates every Saturday 
from May through October, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Over 40 vendors set 
up at the Farmers Market Pavilion, 106 W. Main Street. Shoppers 
will find fresh local produce, artisans, and enjoy live music while 
they shop.

July brings the 10th Annual Walla Walla Movie Crush, featur-
ing America’s most intoxicating short cinema. From July 10 to 12, 
the program is divided into one-hour thematic blocks. Named 
one of the 25 “Coolest Film Festivals in the World” by Moviemak-
er Magazine, the festival reviews over 2,000 short films, selected 
by co-founder Warren Etheredge. Shorts screen at Gesa Power 
House Theater and compete for top prizes judged by accom-
plished moviemakers. 

Other summer activities include bike tours, sip-and-shop 
events, wine tastings, and live music. Visit Wallawalla.org, wwv-
chamber.com, artwalla.com, and downtownww.com for up-to-
date event information.  

Michael Luce

The TVAC Dayton Days Parade float highlighted the upcoming live performance of “The Wizard of Oz.” The show will be directed by Brenda Henderson and Stephanie 
Snyder, with 14 performances from November 13 to December 5 at The Liberty Theater.
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE WAITSBURG TIMES - IT’S EASY! 
To subscribe online, go to www.waitsburg-

times.com and click on ‘Subscribe’ in the upper 
right-hand side of your screen in the blue border. 

Choose  ‘New’ or ‘Renewal’ button under Sub-
scription Information, then click ‘Subscribe Now.’ 
Follow instructions to choose subscription ad-
dress and billing details. 

An online subscription is included with a print 
subscription so be sure to fill out the Online Access 
Information at the bottom of the form to choose a 
username and password.

To subscribe by mail: send a check based on 
the information below, to: PO Box 97, Waitsburg, 
WA 99361. Include subscriber’s mailing address.

AT THE LIBERTY:

NEWS BRIEFS NEWS BRIEFS 
N E W S  B R I E F S 

A PROUD TRADITION
The Times was founded in 1878 by C.W. Wheeler and 
has been produced every week since then. It is one of 
the oldest newspapers in the state of Washington.

The Times publishes news and information 
about Walla Walla and Columbia counties and 
their communities. 

The newspaper welcomes news tips and in-
formation about commmunity activities. An in-
dependent newspaper, The Times welcomes ex-
pressions of opinion and commentary in Letters 
to the Times column.

Periodical postage paid at Waitsburg, Wash. 
99361. (USPS 630-120) Postmaster: Send address 
changes to The Times, Subscription Mailing Ad-
dress, P.O. Box 97 Waitsburg, Wash., 99361. For 
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DONATE ITEMS TO THE BRUCE 
MUSEUM FOR ITS JUNE 6 
YARD SALE 

WAITSBURG—The Waitsburg Yard Sale is coming 
up on June 6, and the Waitsburg Historical Society is 
asking for donations of gently used items. Donations 
will be accepted on Thursday, June 4, and Friday, June 
5, between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the Bruce House Mu-
seum. Be sure to visit the Historical Society’s Yard 
Sale on June 7 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the museum’s 
front lawn.

Please call or text 509-386-3739 if you cannot drop 
items off and would like them to be picked up. 

Mythical/Movable 
Blue Mountain Bluegrass Jam
at Hotel Hardware
550 W. Rose St. Walla Walla
Friday, June 5, at 7 p.m.

OLYMPIA — On Friday, May 29, the U.S. Postal 
Service released a proposed rule for handling ballot 
mail in federal elections in alignment with  Execu-
tive Order 14399 regarding elections.  

“This is an unnecessary rule and does nothing 
to provide security in our elections. We’ll continue 
to evaluate and provide feedback to the USPS,” Sec-
retary of State Steve Hobbs said. “Once again, we’re 
seeing federal overreach that threatens to under-
mine the rights of eligible voters and override states’ 
authority over elections. This is clearly another at-
tempt by the Trump administration to exercise au-
thority they don’t have. The United States Constitu-
tion is clear that the authority to determine the time, 
place, and manner of elections lies with the states 
and Congress, not the president. Even Congress’s 
authority over elections is limited. 

“I will continue to  defend our  state’s  constitu-
tional role in administering elections.”

The proposed rule will be posted for public com-
ment on June 2, 2026, and comments are due by July 
2, 2026.

The Office of the Secretary of State  is commit-
ted to protecting voters’ rights and said it will con-
tinue to administer free, fair, and accessible elec-
tions. Updates will be posted to the Federal Impacts 
on Washington State Elections web page when more 
information is available.

Washington’s Office of the Secretary of State 
oversees areas within state government including 
managing state elections, registering  corporations 
and  charities, and governing the use of the state 
flag and state seal. The office operates the State Ar-
chives and the State Library, documents extraordi-
nary stories in Washington’s history through Leg-
acy Washington, and administers the Combined 
Fund Drive for charitable giving by state employees 
and the Productivity Board state employee sugges-
tion program. The Secretary of State oversees the 
state’s Address Confidentiality Program to help pro-
tect survivors of crime and the  Civic Engagement 
Program to increase governmental trust and partic-
ipation for all Washingtonians.

WASHINGTON SECRETARY 
OF STATE RESPONSE TO USPS 
PROPOSED RULE ON BALLOT 
MAIL

The American Red Cross has issued an urgent call 
for blood and platelet donors as the national supply 
faces a significant shortage. Scheduled donations 
have dropped sharply, and the need for all blood 
types is critical as we enter the summer months.

To support this effort, several blood drives are 
scheduled in Walla Walla throughout June:

•	 June 8: 12 pm – 5 pm, The Marcus Whitman, 6 
W Rose Street

•	 June 9: 12 pm – 5 pm, First Congregational 
Church, 73 S Palouse St

•	 June 19: 11 am – 4 pm, Walla Walla Fire District 
4 Station 41, 2251 S Howard Street

•	 June 23: 10 am – 3 pm, Providence St. Mary 
Medical Center, 401 W. Poplar

•	 June 24: 11 am – 4 pm, Foundry Vineyards 
Walla Walla, 1111 Abadie Street

As an added incentive, those who donate between 
June 1 and June 28 will receive a $15 e-gift card 
to a merchant of their choice and be entered for a 
chance to win one of two $7500 gift cards.
To schedule an appointment, please visit  Red-
CrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED CROSS, or use the 
Red Cross Blood Donor app.

WALLA WALLA BLOOD AND 
PLATELET DRIVES IN JUNE

“Pressure”
June 5-9 & June 12-16 
DAYTON — Featuring an all-star ensemble led by 
Andrew Scott, Brendan Fraser, Kerry Condon, Chris 
Messina and Damian Lewis, “Pressure” is set during 
the tense 72 hours before D-Day. As the fate of the 
free world hangs in the balance, General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and Captain James Stagg confront 
an impossible choice: launch the largest and most 
dangerous invasion in history or risk losing the war 
altogether. The film is directed by Anthony Maras 
(Hotel Mumbai), who co-wrote the script with 
Olivier Award-winner David Haig, based on Haig’s 
critically lauded play, which enjoyed a hugely suc-
cessful run in London’s West End before going on to 
be performed for Her Majesty the Queen and world 
leaders to mark the D-Day 75th anniversary in 2019. 
The cast includes Brendan Fraser, Andrew Scott, and 
Damian Lewis. It is rated PG-13 for war violence, 
bloody images, some strong language, and smoking. 
It has a runtime of 100 minutes.

In honor of the 82nd Anniversary of D-Day, Vet-
erans will receive a $1.00 off admission. The Liberty 
Theater worked hard to bring this powerful film to 
Dayton. “Pressure” has captivated audiences in its 
opening weekend. 

On Rotten Tomatoes, viewers rated the movie 
95%. One movie patron wrote, “Great storytelling and 
cast.” A critic said, “It’s astonishing to consider that 
D-Day could have failed all due to a weather forecast. 
‘Pressure’ understands that and seriously engages 
with the idea of honorable people up against impos-
sible problems. ”

The Summer Children’s Enrichment Program 
(SCEP) with the free series beginning on Tuesday, 
June 16, at 1 p.m. with the movie “Open Season”. The 
series runs every Tuesday and Friday at 1 p.m. and is 
free to attend. A small soda or water and a small pop-
corn will be available for only $2.00. 

More information is available at libertytheater.
org. Additional family summer events include a per-
formance by Alex Zerbe on July 2 at 1:30 and the Mis-
soula Children’s Theater on August 3-8. 

On Saturday, June 20, during All Wheels Weekend, 
the theater will screen a locally produced documen-
tary, “Roll Modelz.” The 12.5-minute award-winning 
documentary shows how the often-misunderstood 
lowrider culture can bring people together, especial-
ly during times of loss. The film follows the WA State 
Lowriders Car Club, based in Walla Walla, as it honors 
the memory of Mya Kay Avila. “Roll Modelz” will be 
shown on a loop for free between 11 and 3 p.m. Stop 
in, enjoy the AC, a free film, and snack on popcorn 
with real butter. As an added bonus, the club will park 
a fleet of its lowrider cars in front of the theater for the 
event.

Schedule change for upcoming movies: “Pressure” 
(2 weekends) June 5-9 & June 12-16; “Star Wars: Man-
dalorian & Grogu” June 19-23. The schedule is always 
subject to change. 

June 4: Kyle Dozier, An-
thony Morgan, Dick 
Hodge, Angela Camp-
bell, Charlee Long.
June 5: Robert Zuger.
June 6: Angie Lincoln, 
Bill Wert, and Melissa 
Lehr.
June 7: Judy Adkins and 
Dana Maki.
June 8: Jamie Gritman, 
Patty Hendrickson, Sar-
ah Price, Gary Cox and 
Kevin Erickson.

June 9: Kay Heady, Jack 
Roberts, Barbara Mc-
Cauley, Edward Fisher, 
Ed Sickles, Jenny Renck-
en, Marne Henderson, 
Cathy Abel.
June 10: Jake Long, Be-
linda Johnson, Linda 
Doyle and Mike Drew.
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 “Alright, God, how about a little help?” I muttered 
through clenched teeth. Sweat soaked my brow and 
stung my eyes. Grass poked at the back of my neck as 
I lay on my back, reaching up through hoses, belts, 
and 49 years of grease and grime. For 15 minutes, 
I’d struggled to hold a new mechanical fuel pump in 
place while the bolts refused to thread. The words 
had barely left my mouth when the bolt caught and 
threaded in with ease.

“Thank you!” I said, my left arm burning from the 
strain against the pump.

The rig above me was a 1977 Jeep J20, a three-
quarter-ton pickup featuring an aluminum verti-
cal-slat “razor” grille, round headlights, a roof visor 
extending over the windshield, a four-speed manual 
transmission, and an AMC 360-cubic-inch V8 engine. 
The “full-sized Jeep” or “J-truck” was produced from 
1963 to 1987 with minimal design changes. They’re 
an icon of American automotive history, known for 
their straightforward build, durability, and military 
service. 

Like most old rigs, this one had seen a hard life – a 
daily driver for a pole barn business for 20 years, then 
a farm truck before ending up as a lawn ornament. 
The Facebook Marketplace ad claimed it “ran,” but 
that was an exaggeration. It started only when fuel 
was poured directly into the carburetor, and the en-
gine popped and ticked from the timing being off. 
Lubricant dripped from everywhere. The interior 
was filthy. Dry-rotted vinyl and powdered duct tape 
crackled on the torn bench seat, and the floor pans 
looked like Swiss cheese. Lichens grew on the fend-
ers. There were bullet holes in the windshield and the 
passenger-side interior. It had been sitting from 2008 
to 2024 because of a blown wheel bearing. 

I chewed the inside of my left cheek, weighing 
whether to make an offer. The upcoming revival was 
daunting, but this rig checked every box for the next 
project in my lifelong obsession with J-trucks. It was 
the first reasonably-priced, complete J-truck that I’d 
perused over an 18-month period. No missing parts. 
The drivetrain was solid. It had a good tailgate (which 
is extremely rare). I couldn’t resist. 

A little haggling ended 23 regretful years since I 
sold my Army-green 1972 J2000. The daydreams of 
fishing, hunting, camping, and puttering around the 
mountains would once again become reality.

I firmly believe project vehicles need names. “Bes-
sie” was my 1968 Ford F100. “Hulk” was my 1972 
J2000. “Mabel” struck me as the name for the J20 as I 
looked her over. Named after Paul Maclean’s indige-
nous girlfriend in Norman Maclean’s classic novel, A 
River Runs Through It, she was beautiful, tough, and 
misunderstood. Those who appreciate J-trucks value 
their simplicity, durability, rugged good looks, and 
rarity.

The repairs began just minutes after I backed her 
off the trailer at home. The fuel pump failed, and 
while troubleshooting the fuel issue, I fried the volt-
age regulator. That started the daisy chain of fixes, 
failures, and mistakes that continued over the next 
12 months. Every day was a learning experience.

I’m no mechanic, but I know J-trucks and learned 
enough mechanics from Dad (Pop) in my youth to be 
more than dangerous with a set of tools. Pop was a 
race car driver and mechanic until he was about 30. 
Sadly, he died in 2022, but his mentorship enabled me 
to undertake this classic rig revival. Pop was a dedi-
cated worker who valued his downtime, yet he never 
complained about the hours spent wrenching on our 

jalopies with his boys. 
Haynes and Chilton repair manuals, supplement-

ed by YouTube videos, were a godsend. The manuals 
are now grease-stained, dog-eared, and scribbled 
with notes, and I have a library of saved YouTube vid-
eos. I even made a few of my own for future reference. 
But divine intervention was necessary to bridge the 
gaps in my abilities, and I talked to God and Pop every 
day in the shop. 

Pop’s “help” wasn’t always as immediate or obvi-
ous as my fuel-pump plea to God. Frustration would 
burn through me as I talked out a scenario, unable to 
envision a solution or complete a task. I’m known to 
get animated when things become unnecessarily dif-
ficult, and Mabel’s final repair before hitting the road 
sticks with me.

“I’ve just rebuilt the entire ignition system, and 
there’s still no spark at the points. How is that even 
possible?” I said aloud. Everything checked out with a 
multimeter. “What do you think, Pop?”

Twice, the ignition system failed after a test drive, 
leaving the Jeep in the shop and refusing to start. The 
coil failed the first time, but the second time there 
was no clear culprit. I replaced the ignition control 
module, distributor points, and condenser to cover 
all bases, but there was still no spark.

A small tantrum welled up, and I hurled a screw-
driver across the shop, where it clanged off the 
sheet-metal wall and rattled to the floor, among other 
tools, in a cloud of choice language. Before storming 
out of the shop, Pop’s subtle, common-sense nudge 
came from the back of my mind. “Just turn the key, 
son.” Surprisingly, the engine roared to life after two 
revolutions. 

One year to the day after buying Mabel, we set out 
for mountain-stream trout fishing. Her revival took 
50 days and hundreds of hours of blood, sweat, and 
tears. I completely rebuilt or replaced nearly every 
system on the vehicle, updated some interior compo-
nents, and made electrical repairs to the gauges and 
lights. Walla Walla Transmission handled the clutch, 

water pump, and timing chain. Most days I wore 
grease on my face and arms up to my elbows, got rust 
in my eyes, and spilled oil, antifreeze, and brake fluid. 
But the effort paid off the instant we drove away, the 
front seat packed with fishing gear. 

The smell of gas and oil, the engine heat billowing 
into the cab, and the sense of freedom took me back 
more than 35 years to a sultry West Virginia summer 
day. The rig, a J10, was the spitting image of Mabel. My 
friend Richard was behind the wheel, his dark mullet 
spilling from under his ballcap. Mark Chesnutt, Tra-
vis Tritt, and other “prime country” heroes blared 
from the radio. 

We drove that rig up and down the mountains 
and across the fields all summer, fishing, hunting 
vermin, chewing tobacco, singing old country music, 
and feeling like “men.” That core memory planted the 
ember of an undying obsession with J-trucks. Mabel’s 
revival has fanned the ember into a flame.

22SECTIONSECTIONLIFESTYLESLIFESTYLES
Palouse Outdoors:
By Brad Trumbo |  THE TIMES

A Classic J-truck Revival

A frontal view of the 1977 Jeep J20 featuring the “razor” grille.

Photos Brad Trumbo 

Trumbo’s awesome 1972 Jeep J2000 pickup that he 
never should have sold.
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Wednesday, June 3
Breakfast

Breakfast Sandwich
Lunch

Chili, Cornbread
Corn, Carrots
Fruit Choice

Thursday, June 4
Breakfast

Pancake on a Stick & egg
Lunch

Corndog

Mac & Cheese
Green Beans, Broccoli
Fruit Choice

Friday, June 5
Breakfast

Donut & Eggs
Lunch

BBQ Chicken Breast
Breadstick
Broccoli, Peas
Fruit Choice

Monday, June 8
Breakfast

French Toast & Sausage
Lunch

Chicken Sandwich

French Fries, Carrots
Fruit Choice

Tuesday, June 9
Breakfast

Cereal & String Cheese
No Lunch Service 
Last Day of School
Early Release 10:30 a.m.

LEGALS & CALENDAR LEGALS & CALENDAR 

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

504 Main Street
11 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, June 9
Lasagna
Garlic Bread
Fruit
MOW: Vegetable
Coleslaw
IN-HOUSE: Salad Bar

WAITSBURG 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

WAITSBURG 
SENIOR CENTER 

Lunches

Community Calendar
WAITSBURG MONTHLY MEETINGS
Waitsburg City Council
Third Wednesday of each month 
@ 7 p.m. at City Hall. 
Planning Commission
Second Friday of the month @ 10 
a.m. @ City Hall and on Zoom. 
Waitsburg Parks and Recreation 
Public Meeting
First Thursday of the month, 
6 :30p.m. @ Waitsburg City Hall
Info email: info@waitsburgparks.org

Waitsburg School Board 
Third Thursday of every month @ 6 p.m. at the 
Waitsburg Elementary School Library.
Zoom info is available at Waiatburgsd.org by email-
ing waitsburgcc@icloud.com
Waitsburg Home and School Association  
First Wednesday of each month, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Waitsburg Elementary School Library. All welcome. 

Waitsburg Historical Society
Third Thursday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ Weller Public Library
Waitsburg Booster Club
First Tuesday of the month, 6:30 p.m. 
 High School Home Ec. room
 Weller Public Library Board of Trustees 
Second Tuesday of the month, 6 p.m. 
 Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Friends of the Weller Public Library
Second Tuesday of the month, @ 7:15 p.m.
Weller Public Library, 212 Main St.
Waitsburg Commercial Club
Last Thursdays of the month @ Ten Ton Art @noon. Zoom info is 
available by emailing waitsburgcc@icloud.com.
Waitsburg Resource Center
Community Food Bank
Thursdays, 2 – 4 p.m. Food Donations @ 106 ½ Preston Ave
Waitsburg Christian Church
Drop-off and pick-up Clothing Donation Center upstairs at 604 
Main Street.

DAYTON & COLUMBIA COUNTY MEETINGS
Board of Columbia County Commissioners
Regular meetings - First and third Monday of the month @ 9 a.m.
Work sessions - Second and fourth Monday of each month @ 9 a.m.
Call-in info at www.columbiaco.com/114/County-Commissioners
Dayton City Council
Second Tuesday of the month @ 6 p.m.
Call-in information available at:
https://www.daytonwa.com/54-inside-city-hall/city-council 

Dayton School Board
First and third Wednesday of the month @ 6 p.m. @ 
Dayton High School auditorium 
DHS Alumni Meeting 
Every Third Thursday @ 6:30 p.m. @
Dayton High School Library 

The Coalition for Youth and Families
Second Tuesday of the month @ noon @ The Port of Columbia - 1 
Port Way, Dayton, Wash.
Columbia County Public Hospital Dist. Board of Commissioners
Fourth Wednesday of the month @ 9 a.m. Call (509) 382-2531 for 
information.
Dayton Memorial Library Board of Trustees Meeting
Third Monday of the month @ 7 p.m. Delany room and Zoom 
Meeting ID: 852 3836 3787
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85238363787
Columbia County Parks and Recreation Pool District 
Regular Board Meetings are held on the last Thursday of each 
month, 5 p.m. @ Columbia County Fire District Conference Room.
Dayton Kiwanis Club Meeting 
Second and fourth Thursday @ Noon
Hybrid in-person meetings at the Delany 
Library with online Zoom available. 
PRESCOTT MEETINGS
Prescott Joint Park & Rec District (PJPRD) Monthly meetings for 
2026 are 2nd Thursday of each month, @ 6:30 p.m.
Prescott School District Board of Directors Meeting
4th Thursday of each month, @ 6 p.m. @ Prescott School Multi-Pur-
pose, room 401, and on Zoom, Meeting ID: 846 7687 9995
STARBUCK MEETINGS 
Starbuck City Council
2nd Thursday of each month at 6 p.m. at Starbuck City Hall.

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA
DISSOLUTION OF MAR-
RIAGE SUMMONS
NO: 25-3-000191-36
Petitioner: Melvin Marcus 
Johnson Jr.
THE STATE OF WASHING-
TON TO THE RESPONDENT
Loretta Johnson:
You are hereby summoned to 
appear within 60 days after the 
date of the first publication of
this dissolution of marriage 
summons, after the (Date of 
first publication), and defend 
the
above entitled action in the 
above entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the 
petitioner, Melvin Marcus 
Johnson Jr., and serve a copy 
of your answer upon the
petitioner at the address below 
stated; and in case of your 
failure so to do, judgment 
will be rendered against you 
according to the demand of 
the dissolution petition, which 
has been filed with the clerk of 
said court. If you do not serve 
your written response within 
60 days after the date this 
summons was served on you, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
the court may enter an order 
of default against you, and the 
court may, without further no-
tice to you, enter a final order 
and approve or provide for the 
relief requested in the petition.  
The court will not enter the fi-
nal order until at least 90 days 
after filing and service. 
Serve a copy of your response 
to: Melvin Marcus Johnson 
Jr. at 1313 N 13 th Ave, Walla 

IN THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WALLA WALLA
DISSOLUTION OF MAR-
RIAGE SUMMONS
NO: 24-3-00257-36
Petitioner: Julee R. Moreno
THE STATE OF WASHING-
TON TO THE RESPONDENT
Gabriel Balderas Moreno:
You are hereby summoned to 
appear within 60 days after 
the date of the first publication 
of this dissolution of marriage 
summons, after the (Date of 
first publication), and defend 
the above-entitled action in 
the above-entitled court, and 
answer the complaint of the 
petitioner, Julee R. Moreno, 
and serve a copy of your 
answer upon the
petitioner at the address below 
stated; and in case of your 
failure so to do, judgment 
will be rendered against you 
according to the demand of 
the dissolution petition, which 
has been filed with the clerk of 
said court. If you do not serve 
your written response within 
60 days after the date this 
summons was served on you, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
the court may enter an order 
of default against you, and the 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Invitation to Join MRSC 
Rosters
On behalf of its  Participating 
Agencies
https://www.mrscrosters.org/
participating-agencies
Municipal Research and 
Services Center of Washing-
ton (MRSC) invites interested 
businesses to join the MRSC 
Rosters—a convenient way 
to increase your visibility with 
public agencies seeking bid-
ders across Washington State. 
How to Apply: Visit www.
mrscrosters.org  to register. 
Applications can be submit-
ted throughout the year.  
Rosters Include; Statewide 
Small Works Roster: Con-
struction, building, renovation, 
remodeling, and repair (RCW 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
SPECIAL MEETING / BOARD 
RETREAT
COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC 
HOSPITAL DISTRICT NO. 1
BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Board of Commission-
ers of Columbia County Public 
Hospital District No. 1 will 
hold a Special Meeting/Board 
Retreat on Tuesday, June 9, 
2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m., at the Best Western Plus 
Dayton Hotel & Suites, 507 E. 
Main Street, Dayton, Washing-
ton 99328.
This Special Meeting is 
being called pursuant to RCW 
42.30.080.
The purpose of the retreat will 
include:
• Legislative update from the 
Washington State Hospital 
Association (WSHA)
• Discussion regarding Board 
goals and priorities moving 
forward
This meeting is open to the 
public.
DATE OF PUBLICATION: 
June 4, 2026
The Times
June 4, 2026
6-4-b

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Waitsburg School District 
No. 401-100 Board of Direc-
tors of Walla Walla County will 
review the proposed Exten-
sion of the 2025-2026 Capital 
Projects Fund Budget on June 
18, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at their 
regular meeting.
All District residents are invited 
to be heard for or against any 
part of the Budget Extension. 
Copies of the Budget will be 
available at the hearing or can 
be obtained at the Superinten-
dent’s Office.
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
FIRST DATE OF PUBLICA-
TION: June 4, 2026
Secretary to the Board:
Monty Sabin
The Times
June 4, 11, 2026
6-4-c

Walla, WA 99362.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: May 21, 2026
Blue Mountain Action Council
8 E. Cherry
Walla Walla, WA 99362
(509) 529-4980 Ext. 350
The Times
May 21, 28, June 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2026
5-21-b

court may, without further no-
tice to you, enter a final order 
and approve or provide for the 
relief requested in the petition.  
The court will not enter the fi-
nal order until at least 90 days 
after filing and service. Serve a 
copy of your response to: 
Julee R. Moreno
35 Electric Ave
Walla Walla, WA 99362.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION: May 21, 2026 
Blue Mountain Action Council
8 E. Cherry
Walla Walla, WA 99362
(509) 529-4980 Ext. 350
The Times
May 21, 28, June 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2026
5-21-c

BOARD RETREAT
THURSDAY JUNE 25, 2026, 
9:00 A.M.
NOTICE is hereby given 
that the Board of Directors 
of Prescott School District 
No. 402-37, Walla Walla and 
Columbia Counties, Wash-
ington, will hold their BOARD 
RETREAT meeting on Thurs-
day, June 25, 2026, at Vista 
Hermosa Retreat House.
Retreat House Address: 1277 
Neff Road, Prescott, WA 
99348.
The meeting is being called to 
discuss and act upon regular 
monthly school business, fu-
ture planning, and budget. The 
meeting will follow the guide-
lines of a Regular Board Ses-
sion.  To ensure compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings 
Act (Chapter 42.30, RCW), the 
Board will treat the meeting on 
June 25, 2026, as a regular 
meeting and provides notice 
as required by law. 

Meeting schedule is as follows: 
Board Retreat 9am - 11am
Break 11am - 12pm
Budget Hearing 12pm - 1pm
Regular Board Meeting 1pm 
If you wish to make public 
comment you must sign in pri-
or to the start of the meeting.
FIRST DATE OF PUBLICA-
TION: June 4, 2026
The Times
June 4, 11, 18, 2026
6-4-d

FREE SUMMER 
MEALS

Waitsburg Schools will provide 
free meals to any child 18 years 
and younger during the summer 
break at the Elementary multi-
purpose room starting June 24. 

The program ends on July 19, 
and meals will not be served on 
July 4.

Breakfast will be served Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 to 9 a.m., 
and lunch from 11;30 a.m. to noon.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

CITY OF WAITSBURG
ANNUAL EXTENSION OF 
THE
6-YEAR ROAD PROGRAM
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a regular meeting of the 
City Council, City of Waitsburg, 
WA will be held in Waitsburg 
City Hall, 106 Main St. Waits-
burg, WA at 7:00 p.m. or soon 
thereafter on Wednesday, 
June 17, 2026, In accordance 
with RCW 35.77.010, to con-
sider and adopt a revision of 
the Official Six (6) Year Road 
Program for the City of Waits-
burg for the Six (6) Year period 
2027 to 2032. Information on 
how to attend the meeting 
remotely will be posted to the 
City website www.cityofwaits-
burg.com on or around June 
12, 2026.
Waitsburg City Council
City Clerk: Randy Hinchliffe
June 4, 2026
The Times
June 4, 2026
6-4-e

39.04.151-152).
Consultant Roster: Architec-
tural, engineering, surveying 
(Ch. 39.80 RCW), and other 
professional services.
Vendor Roster: Supplies, 
materials, equipment, and 
maintenance services (RCW 
39.04.190). 
DATE OF PUBLICATION: 
June 4, 2026
The Times 
June 4, 2026
6-4-a
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SCHOOL NEWSSCHOOL NEWS

Karen Huwe 

(l-r front row): Karissa Potts, Addison Crenshaw, Emma Hays, Mattilynn Carter, Hope Adkins, Beatrix Karl; next 
row:  Kyle Lindsey, Victor Whitmore, Sarah Daves, Shylee Elmore, Brenton Segraves, Tyler Coulston; next row:  
Teegan Kenney, Connor Goulette, Martin Vasquez, Isaias Reyes, Blake Benevides, Tucker Hamilton; back row: 
Greycen Teal, Jarod Hankins, Logan Seal, Koyen Fortune

WHS Class of 2026 graduates 
on Friday, June 5 at 8 p.m.

CARDINAL SPORTS 
with Karen Huwe

Waitsburg senior Teegan Kenney finished his high 
school track career medaling in two events at the 
WIAA 1B/2B/1A State Championships at Eisenhower 
High School in Yakima May 28-30.

  On Friday, May 29, coach Dan Nechodom said 
that Kenney “jumped well this morning”.   “His first 
three attempts were a little flat, but enough to get him 
into the finals”.

 In Kenney’s first jump in the triple jump finals, he 
jumped 40’8”; which earned him a 4th place medal.

Kenney did not make the finals in the 300-meter 
hurdles (he placed 10th) or the 100-meter dash (he 
placed 12th), but on Saturday, he made the finals 
in the long jump.  His jump of 19’ 3 ¾” was good for 
7th place.

 “We are proud of him making it to State in four 
events,” said Nechodom.   “His personal record in 
the triple jump was a pleasant way to finish out that 
event, and he has performed better than his seeding 
place in the long jump,” finished Nechodom.  

KENNEY MEDALS TWICE AT 
STATE

Courtesy photo

Cardinal Teegan Kenney #1692 holding his 4th place 
medal for the triple jump at State Finals.

Six Waitsburg eighth graders played their last 
school softball game for the middle school team on 
Monday, June 1, against Desales in Waitsburg.

(left) left to right – Kaitlyn Paul, Lillian Carpenter, Laila 
Long, Shyann Roberts, Harlee Coulston, and Madyson 
Potter.

CARDINAL 8TH GRADERS PLAY 
THEIR LAST MIDDLE SCHOOL 
SOFTBALL GAME

Karen Huwe

WAITSBURG — The annual Waits-
burg FFA awards banquet was held on 
Thursday, May 28, in the Waitsburg 
Elementary Multi-purpose room. Ad-
visor Nicole Abel was joined by officers 
President Sarah Daves, Vice-president 
Makayla Mikesell, Secretary Sara Wil-
son, Treasurer Olivia Duncan, Report-
er Emerson Underwood, and Sentinel 
Makaelyn Mikesell.

Following introductions, the 
2025/26 officers conducted the open-
ing ceremony, which was followed by 
the FFA President’s speech. Then the 
FFA Vice President expressed appreci-
ation to the parents, community, and 
businesses for their support.

Sara Wilson was awarded the Dan-
forth Farms Scholarship for $2,000. It 
was announced that the scholarship 
will be increased to $2,500 next year.

A slideshow of this year’s FFA events 
was presented before the installation 
of the 2026/2027 officers.

The FFA members were recognized 
for their work, including on the Vet 
Science and Ag Mechanics teams, as 
first-year members, skills and proce-
dures, food processing and technol-
ogy, FFA degrees, and parliamentary 
procedure.

The FFA officers applied for the Na-
tional Chapter Award, however the en-
tire chapter worked to earn the award. 
Waitsburg is a Superior Chapter and a 
State Gold National Chapter.

FFA Pride recognition went to 
Gavin Mikesell as Most Valuable, Katy 
Allen as Most Inspirational Most Ac-
tive Officer – Sara Wilson as Most Ac-
tive Officer, Carter Barron was named 
Most Active Member and Most Com-

munity Service Hours. Chapter Scho-
lastic Achievement with 4.0 GPA rec-
ognition went to Carter Barron, Liam 
Kiefel, Olivia Kiefel, Kayla Kuykendall, 
Rollin Carpenter, Sara Wilson, and 
Brenton Segraves.

Senior recognition: Tyler Coulston, 
Sarah Daves, Koyen Fortune, Tucker 
Hamilton and Sara Wilson.

Andy Winnett was made an Honor-
ary FFA Member. 

The FFA Alumni and Supporters 
Chapter was recognized for provid-
ing a helping hand to the FFA advisor 
and coordinating activities for the lo-
cal FFA Chapter. Thanks were given 
to Tracy Barron, Sarah Pearson, Katie 
Knighton, and Caris Cole in their role 
as officers. The Alumni Chapter raised 
funds for two FFA members to attend 
the Washington Leadership Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C., in June 2026.

“Thank you, members and guests, 
for attending such a special night for 
everyone here. We have an amazing 
chapter, and that is thanks to the won-
derful people who help our students 
grow into young adults,” said advisor 
Nicole Abel.

FFA members who received award:
Sarah Daves, Sara Wilson, Car-

ter Barron, Koyen Fortune, Audrey 
Kiefel, Liam Kiefel, Olivia Kiefel, Kayla 
Kuykendall, Rollin Carpenter, Harlee 
Coulston, Tucker Hamilton, Brenton 
Seagraves, Gavin Mikesell, Katy Allen, 
Makaelyn Mikesell, Makayla Mikesell, 
Olivia Duncan, Emerson Underwood, 
Jemma Anderson, Audrey Walker, Jake 
Lynch, Madyson Potter, Gage Mynear, 
Tyler Coulston, Cody Coulston, Har-
lee Coulston, Olivia Duncan, Stella 
Pearson, Sophia Castillo, Lillian Car-
penter, Sidian Stegall, Chloe McCaw, 
Teegan Kenney, Ashlyn Brooks, Rowdy 
Cole, Cheri Mathews, and Tanna Ray.

WAITSBURG FFA 
AWARDS BANQUET



6 | THE TIMES - Thursday, June 4, 2026

FUN & PIONEERSFUN & PIONEERS
P I O N E E R  P O R T R A I T S

Fifteen Years Ago
June 2, 2011

Mandy Kiefel places flowers by the grave of 
Raymond Leroue, a Vietnam War Veteran who 
passed away this past year. Leroue was a first 
cousin of Kiefel’s mother, Linda Zavala, here 
with her nieces, Marisa and Mikele Zavala and 
Kiefel’s daughter Olivia in the stroller.

Scholarship recipient David Brock, a Prescott 
High School senior, helps out at the Christian 
Aid Center in Walla Wala with fellow Cardinals 
Joe Purdin and T. J. Hofer.

Vietnam Veteran Doug Kennedy from Walla 
Walla was among 200 people who gathered at 
the Waitsburg Cemetery to observe Memorial 
Day. Chuck Reeves, Jack McCaw (World War II 
Veteran), Randy Pearson and Bob Patton lead 
the crowd in “God Bless America” during Mon-
day’s Memorial Day ceremonies.

Twenty-Five Years Ago
June 7, 2001

Josh Wood and Clint Reser won hottest chili 
cooks for a second year in a row in the Third 
Annual Waitsburg “One of a Kind” Chili Cook-
Off. Second place winner was Two Bobs Chili by 
Bob Patton and Bob Danforth. Third place was 
Bolles Junction “Stop a Freight Train” chili by 
Bob Lee, Dave McConnell and Jack McCaw, and 
Honorable mention went to Charlie Burrington 
and Jake Long.

Waitsburg Firemen’s Association is giving a 
sincere ‘Thank You’ to everyone who supported 
their scholarship fund project. The generosity 
is sincerely appreciated and has enabled us to 
give two scholarships through the Firemen’s 
Memorial Fund.

Fifty Years Ago
June 3, 1976

[Photo Caption] Steve Pierson shows his ex-
cellent running form as he performed in the 
mile relay team at the district meet in Moscow, 
Idaho, two weeks ago. Steve brought home the 
first first-place state final medal ever for the 
Cardinals as he took the event last Saturday in 
Yakima with a time of 50.7.

The Fenwickian National Guard assembled 
on stage last week to capture the United States 
with bows and arrows. Led by David Webber as 
Bascombe, the warriors were Wes McKenzie, 
Cecil Largent, Glen Eastwood, Mike Peterson, 
Walter Miller, and Kevin Davis. The play was 
well received by an appreciative audience.

 Seventy-Five Years Ago
June 8, 1951

To Hollis Conover, 92, the dedication cere-
monies at Palouse Falls on June 3 were of un-
usual significance. Probably the only survivor 
of the crew that made the original survey of the 
site in 1876, he stated that there was no appre-
ciable change in the appearance of the magnif-
icent cataract.

One Hundred Years Ago
June 11, 1926

Waitsburg made local history this week 
when on Tuesday the first car of early cabbage 
ever shipped from this city moved out over the 
Northern Pacific R. R. 

Vernon Ogden and Henry Roberts of this city 
were among several boys who left last week for 
Seattle to take the boat for Alaska. They expect 
to spend the summer there.

The Anselm (Polk) Highley barn was de-
stroyed by fire Sunday night. The cause of the 
fire is not known, but the barn had just recently 
been filled with hay, which was not thoroughly 
dry, and it is thought that the hay heating prob-
ably started the combustion.

One Hundred Twenty-Five Years Ago

June 14, 1901
John Leinberger arrived home last Friday af-

ter an absence of about six months visiting old 
friends around Albany and Medford, Ore. John 
gained several pounds in weight while he was 
away and says he had an excellent trip.
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